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1 Exterior or bearing studs may be bored or drilled provided that the diameter of the resulting hole is not greater than 60 percent of 

the stud width and provided that the studs are doubled and not more than two successive studs are bored, the edge of the hole  is 

no closer than 5/8 inch to the edge of the stud, and the hole is not located in the same section as a cut or notch.  

2 Stud shoes may be approved when installed in accordance with the manufacturer’s installation instructions.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NOTCHING AND BORING WOOD STUDS2 

 
Maximum 
Diameter 
of Hole 

Distance 
From Hole 
to Edge of 

Stud 

Location 
Maximum 

Depth of Cut 
or Notch 

Bearing/Exterior 
Studs1 

40% of 
Stud Width 

5/8” 
Minimum 

Not same 
section as 

cut or notch 

25% of Width 
of Stud 

Interior 
Nonbearing 

Studs 

60% of 
Stud Width 

5/8” 
Minimum 

Not same 
section as 

cut or notch 

40% of Width 
of Stud 

If you need this information in 
another language or format or 
disability accommodations,  
email access@brooklynpark.org or 
call 763-424-8000. 
 
Si usted necesita esta información 
en español: 763-424-8000 
 
Yog xav tau kev pab, thov hu rau 
763-424-8000 lawv mam li nrhiav 
ib tus neeg txhais lus rau koj 

The purpose of this guide is to provide code requirements for notching and boring of 

wood studs, joists, and wall plates.  Cutting, notching, and boring of manufactured 

lumber such as laminated veneer lumber (LVL), consult the manufacturer’s installation 

instructions. 
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