
EAST DISTRICT

CHRISTIAN ERIKSEN
763-493-8097 voicemail

christian.eriksen@brooklynpark.org 
(Elected through 2026)

CENTRAL DISTRICT

NICHOLE KLONOWSKI
763-493-8372 voicemail

nichole.klonowski@brooklynpark.org 
(Elected through 2026)

WEST DISTRICT

MARIA TRAN
763-315-8496 voicemail

maria.tran@brooklynpark.org 
(Elected through 2026)
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HOLLIES WINSTON, MAYOR
763-493-8146 voicemail

mayor@brooklynpark.org 
(Elected through 2026)

City of Brooklyn Park newsletter

"My wife and I, over a decade ago, chose to move to Brooklyn Park to raise our 
children. We were attracted to the beauty in our parks and trails, the diversity 
within our community and the impact of incredible institutions like our local 
Lions Club and the Izaak Walton League. As we’ve watched our children grow 
up here, we’ve become vested in this community, and our love for the people 
and the institutions in Brooklyn Park continues to grow. For those reasons I’m 
honored and humbled to have been elected to serve as Mayor of Brooklyn Park!

With a 19-point victory this election, Brooklyn Park residents very clearly 
communicated their desires to see our city’s issues addressed with a fresh set of 
eyes. Still, there is a wealth of knowledge amongst those who did not vote for 
me, and I’m looking forward to working closely with them to address our city’s 
most pressing issues: slowing the rise of property taxes through smart economic 
development, leading regionally in the push to permanently decrease violent 
crime, and addressing our city’s often beleaguered apartment infrastructure. 

MEET YOUR NEW MAYOR, HOLLIES WINSTON

Park Pages • January/February 2023

XP LEE
763-493-8010 voicemail

xp.lee@brooklynpark.org 
(Elected through 2024)

BOYD MORSON
763-493-8040 voicemail

boyd.morson@brooklynpark.org 
 (Elected through 2024)

OPEN POSITION
A special election will be held on 

May 9, 2023. For details go to:
brooklynpark.org/elections

We’ll need all hands on deck, and I’m looking forward to meeting with many 
of you to discuss my vision for Brooklyn Park and to bring your voices and 
experiences to the decision-making table.

I’m just as excited to work with our City Council, whose members have shown a 
very real commitment to Brooklyn Park and its residents, and who represent the 
diverse cultures and thought processes that exist within our city. We have a lot 
of work to do, but I’m excited to see the end results of our wonderful community 
coming together to embrace the greatness that is and will continue to be, our 
city."  —Holllies Winston

Mayor Hollies Winston, a ten-year resident of Brooklyn Park, was elected 
to serve as Brooklyn Park’s 14th mayor in the November 2022 midterm 
election, winning 59 percent of the vote. 

Congratulations, Mayor Winston!

Park Pages
NEW INSERT! 

Your guide to parks, 
 recreation, activities,  
events and facilities

Also online at:
brooklynpark.org/recreation 

mailto:terry.parks@brooklynpark.org
mailto:tonja.west-hafner@brooklynpark.org
mailto:susan.pha@brooklynpark.org
http://brooklynpark.org
http://nextdoor.com
http://brooklynpark.org/subscribe
mailto:lisa.jacobson@brooklynpark.org
http://www.brooklynpark.org/elections
http://www.brooklynpark.org/elections
http://www.brooklynpark.org/recreation 


The City Council will order a special election to be held on May 9, 2023 for Susan Pha's vacant 
West District seat. 

If more than two candidates apply to run, the Special Primary will be held on May 9, 2023  
with the Special Election being held on August 8, 2023. 

Interested in running for the open West District Seat? The Candidate filing period is  
February 14–28, 2023. Learn more at: www.brooklynpark.org/elections

Next up: Special Election in 2023

MEET YOUR NEW BROOKLYN PARK CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS
Brooklyn Park’s City Council looks different in 2023, with a new mayor, three newly elected Council Members, and two continuing. Their job is to  
make the laws that govern the city and allocate resources for programs, services, and activities. We asked new and continuing Council Members:

1. What’s your favorite thing about Brooklyn Park?
2. What is your favorite place to eat or grab a treat in the city?
3. What issues are you most excited to explore in 2023?

Council Adopts City Budget
City Council has approved the 2023 budget; 
highlights include:

• Replacement of Police body-worn cameras
• Start work to increase women on

Police force to 30 by 2030
• Opening a Small Business Center
• Redesigning the Rental Property

Maintenance program
• Advance racial, equity, diversity and

inclusion initiatives
• Inclusive, multicultural and accessible

programs and events
• Youth Outreach and Intervention (ARPA)
• Address health inequities through

Health on the Go events (ARPA)
• Conduct a special election for Council

Member Pha’s seat

Fund Category  2023 Adopted

General Fund        64,991,186 
Special Revenue         8,933,297 
Debt Service        3,950,034 
Capital Projects        59,589,278 
Enterprise         35,403,345 
Internal Service Funds        17,957,905 
Grand Total $190,825,045 

Congrats, Senator Pha!
Brooklyn Park's very own Susan Pha gets a 
promotion after being elected to represent 
Senate District 38 in the Minnesota Legislature, 
which includes portions of Osseo, Brooklyn 
Park, and Brooklyn Center. Pha resigned from 
the City Council (effective at 12:01 am on 
January 3, 2023), departing with these words: 

“I am so honored to represent the most diverse 
Senate District at the State Capitol. I promise 
to work hard for you and fight to ensure that 
Minnesotans have what they need to thrive. This 
upcoming legislative session I will be pushing 
for affordable healthcare for all, protecting 
reproductive rights, public safety, fully funding 
public education, protecting our environment  
and natural resources, and so much more.”  

Congratulations, Senator Pha!

Christian  
Eriksen 
1. I love making new
discoveries in Brooklyn
Park, enjoying our
plentiful walking trails,
and building connections
with new people.
2. GoCha Teahouse
3. I am looking forward
to continuing work on
improving housing for
our residents, especially
at apartment complexes
such as Huntington Place,
supporting our public
safety departments, and
investing in programs
that serve all of our
youth.

Nichole 
Klonowski
1. I love that Brooklyn
Park feels like a suburb
but has the diversity and
rich experiences of a
larger city. It’s great that
we can interact with
people from across the
world so easily. I also love
our beautiful parks.
2. Lemongrass Thai
Cuisine and The Brooklyn
3. Addressing public safety 
issues is top of mind, along 
with addressing mental 
health issues; it’s important 
we pay attention to the 
connection between 
mental health and crime. 

Boyd Morson
1. My favorite thing about
Brooklyn Park is our
culturally rich, untapped and
undiscovered diversity that has
made us the largest expanded
demographically mixed
community in the region in
the past 35 years.
2. Wagner’s
3. As the most senior member
on council, I’m most excited
to explore addressing
public safety, crime, youth
violence, mental health and
programming, streamlining city
budget, city Council staffing,
new business growth and
development, and building
bridges free of prejudice and
exclusion, and much more.

Maria Tran
1. My favorite thing about
Brooklyn Park is the
diversity and connecting
with so many different
friends and neighbors.
2. Sweet Percent Bakery
and Bubble Tea
3. I want to help vulnerable
Brooklyn Park residents
fight financial scams,
which have affected
many of our lower-income
residents. I’m also excited
to help increase access
to our civic process so all
voices can be heard. I’m
also concerned about our
young people and want
to address public safety
issues.

XP Lee
1. It’s hard to choose just one!
Brooklyn Park has an amazing mix
of everything; big-town growth,
small-town feel, historical farms,
urban developments, intimate
neighborhoods, thriving
commercial areas, growing
diversity, the Mississippi and parks.
2. Mama Ti’s African Kitchen
3. I’m most excited about developing
our northwest corner. We must
also continue to address public
safety concerns, especially issues
involving youth and young adults.
We must continue to engage in the
252/94 improvement and Blue Line
Extension LRT projects. Lastly, we
must find creative ways to generate
revenue to lighten the levy burden
on residents.

WHAT DOES A COUNCILMEMBER DO, ANYWAY? 
 They make laws. Councilmembers make laws and adopt policies that benefit Brooklyn Park’s residents and business owners
 They oversee the budget. Councilmembers make decisions about how we use money from taxes and other sources to run the city
 They decide how we use our land. Councilmembers make final decisions on how we develop Brooklyn Park with land use, development and zoning
 They represent YOU! Councilmembers listen to resident concerns, address issues and identify opportunities for positive change
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Be a part of city government. 
Speak out on the issues! 
Do you wish you had more of a say in how 
Brooklyn Park is run? Do something about it  
and volunteer to be on a city commission!

No experience is necessary—only your 
commitment to building a strong, vibrant  
Brooklyn Park. Apply by January 31, 2023!

Open Commissions
• Budget Advisory Commission
• Community Long-range Improvement

Commission
• Human Rights Commission
• Planning Commission
• Recreation and Parks Advisory Commission

The time commitment is usually one meeting 
per month, but it varies between commissions. 
Commission meetings are open to the public 
so you may stop by and visit a commission 
before applying. 

Learn more about open commissions and 
apply online! 

www.brooklynpark.org/volunteer/
commissions

You may also apply in  
person at City Hall or call  
763-493-8001 to request
an application.

Our United Community: 
Holidays in 2023
How do Brooklyn Park's nearly 87,000 residents 
live, work, and play together with joy? This 
question, among others, helped form the 
foundation for our Brooklyn Park 2025 Goals. 
Each edition of Park Pages in 2023 will feature 
stories highlighting work from one of the six 
BP 2025 goals: 

1. United Community
2. Beautiful Places
3. Thriving Economy
4. Healthy & Safe People
5. Increased Equity
6. Effective & Engaging Government.

The January/February edition of Park Pages is 
dedicated to Goal 1: A united and welcoming 
community, strengthened by our diversity. 

As one of the largest and most culturally 
rich cities in the state, Brooklyn Park has 
a lot to celebrate each year! Our Holiday 
Subcommittee is a cross-departmental internal 
team that develops educational content about 
holidays of cultural significance. Sometimes 
recognition comes in the form of a community 
celebration, such as Hmong New Year or 
Juneteenth. Other times, recognition may be 
basic general information sharing on our social 
media platforms and email. Keep an eye out 
for opportunities to learn and unite with your 
neighbors in 2023!

All Aboard! Blue Line Extension 
Coming to Brooklyn Park
The proposed METRO Blue Line Extension project 
will bring light rail transit to our community, 
extending the existing Blue Line from Target Field 
through North Minneapolis, Robbinsdale, Crystal, 
and Brooklyn Park. In June 2022, Hennepin County 
and the Metropolitan Council approved some 
changes to the route that primarily affect Crystal, 
Robbinsdale, and Minneapolis. While the original 
route traveled along a freight rail corridor and 
Olson Memorial Highway, the new route will travel 
down the middle of County Road 81 and West 
Broadway Avenue in Minneapolis. The Brooklyn 
Park portion of the route is mostly unchanged, 
with stations along West Broadway at Oak Grove 
Parkway, 93rd Avenue, 85th Avenue, and Brooklyn 
Boulevard, as well as on County Road 81 at 63rd 
Avenue.

When will work begin?
The METRO Blue Line Extension is expected to 
open in 2028, with construction starting in 2025. 

How will the light rail impact the community?
The City of Brooklyn Park has been preparing for 
years to integrate this new transportation option 
into the community, with plans for improving 
the surrounding streets and providing more 
opportunities for housing, jobs, and shopping 
within walking distance of the stations. 
The Blue Line Extension communities are also 
working with Hennepin County, the Metropolitan 
Council, and the University of Minnesota on 
strategies to prevent displacement of residents 
and businesses after LRT is constructed. Learn 
about the Anti-Displacement Workgroup:  
https://mybluelineext.org/anti-displacement 

Stay in the know!
There will be opportunities for community 
members to weigh in on a revised Environmental 
Impact Statement, as well as the design details of 
the route change. 

Learn more about the project online: 
www.brooklynpark.org/city-projects/light-rail-transit

NHCC awards city manager  
with Presidential Mediallion
On December 8, North Hennepin Community 
College President Dr. Rolando Garcia 
awarded City Manager Jay Stroebel with the 
prestigious Presidential Medallion Award, 
given each year to community members who 
have demonstrated extraordinary service and 
commitment to the success of the college 
and its students. 

NHCC leaders said this of Jay Stroebel's 
contributions: "Over the years, Jay has 
been instrumental in partnering with North 
Hennepin to bring arts to the northwestern 
suburbs, utilize the college's facilities for 
community offerings, and more recently the 
first Racial Healing Action Collaborative group 
of the Truth, Racial Healing & Transformation 
(TRHT) Campus Center...Jay's desire for the 
college to succeed is also a desire for the 
Brooklyn Park community and its residents  
to succeed."

Congratulations, Jay!
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Station Study Areas

METRO Blue Line Extension

Route Recommendation
The Blue Line Extension will run from
downtown Minneapolis to Brooklyn Park,
connecting some of our region’s most
diverse communities to jobs, education,
and opportunities. In Minneapolis, where
two route options were evaluated, the West
Broadway route is recommended.

The following full route, described from north 
to south, meets the project’s principles and 
stated goals and is recommended to move 
forward for further evaluation:

• West Broadway Avenue from Oak
Grove Parkway to 73rd Avenue in
Brooklyn Park. Includes stations at Oak
Grove, 93rd Avenue, 85th Avenue, and
Brooklyn Boulevard.

• Bottineau Boulevard (County Road 81)
between 73rd Avenue in Brooklyn Park
to the intersection of County Road 81 and
West Broadway Avenue. Includes stations
at 63rd Avenue and Bass Lake Road in
Crystal, and stations in the downtown and
at North Memorial Hospital in Robbinsdale.

• West Broadway Avenue from County
Road 81 to Lyndale Avenue through North
Minneapolis. This includes a design option
along 21st Avenue North from Irving
Avenue to Lyndale Avenue, one block to
the north of West Broadway Avenue.

• Lyndale Avenue to 7th Street or Olson
Memorial Highway, eventually terminating
at the existing Target Field Station in
Downtown Minneapolis.

METRO BLUE LINE EXTENSION
Route Modification Report Summary • April 2022

The Mayor's Corner
Hello Brooklyn Park,

In future Park Pages issues, I will be further 
fleshing out the vision for a safe, clean, and 
prosperous Brooklyn Park. Keep an eye out 
for updates on current work before the 
Council, upcoming events, and answering 
many of your questions as space allows. 

I look forward to working with you to realize 
the best that Brooklyn Park can be.

Thank you,

Mayor Hollies Winston

Stay informed!
Watch City Council meetings live at 6 pm  
on the first, second and fourth Monday  
of every month. For meeting agendas  
and a link to watch the meeting, go to: 
www.brooklynpark.org/city-council

https://www.brooklynpark.org/volunteer/commissions 
https://www.brooklynpark.org/volunteer/commissions 
https://mybluelineext.org/anti-displacement  
https://www.brooklynpark.org/city-projects/light-rail-transit/
http://www.brooklynpark.org/city-council
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Update on CITA
The Center for Innovation and the Arts (CITA)  
was imagined to be a dynamic and inclusive 
center focused on leveraging the resources of 
multiple partners, including the City of Brooklyn 
Park, North Hennepin Community College, Osseo 
Area School District, and Hennepin County. 

In a joint letter, North Hennepin Community 
College President Dr. Rolando Garcia and Brooklyn 
Park City Manager Jay Stroebel shared that the 
slate of partners was unable to secure the $81 
million required for the project, and thus the vision 
is shifting away from a physical space. Moving 
forward, the City and NHCC will continue its 
partnership to provide arts programming, grow 
STEAM academic programs and pathways, and 
provide equitable and inclusive access to arts. 

Creating accessibility for 
community members with 
disabilities
The city of Brooklyn Park is committed to making 
city services, information, and activities available 
to everyone. As residents, workers or visitors 
who contribute to the community, people with 
barriers or disabilities are entitled to fair and 
equal access to services. 

In accordance with the Americans with 
Disabilities Act (ADA), we will not discriminate  
on the basis of disability in our services, 
programs or activities. 

If you have a question or request related to 
accessibility or ADA, please contact our ADA  
Title II Coordinator Josie Shardlow: 763-493-8388 
or josie.shardlow@brooklynpark.org

Learn more about our accessibility work:  
www.brooklynpark.org/accessibility

Spotted: BPPD at Wonder Woman Defined! 

View current employment opportunities and apply at:
www.governmentjobs.com/careers/brooklynparkmn 

CONSIDER A CAREER 
WITH THE CITY OF 
BROOKLYN PARK

JOIN US!

For more information, please contact
Janis Lajon, human resources specialist
 at 763-493-8016.

“Brooklyn Park, a thriving  
community inspiring pride where  

opportunities exist for all!”

Brooklyn Park has a lot...
A thriving population of 86,000+ residents
Over 60 beautifully-maintained parks
1600+ businesses and over 100 restaurants
Award-winning public safety professionals
An eye toward racial equity, diversity 
and inclusion for all

...but we don’t have you! 

Serve your community and get paid!  
Learn more at www.brooklynpark.org/jobs 
or view and apply for jobs at the link below.

What are Brooklyn Park's women made of?

Brooklyn Park Police Department officers are 
helping girls and women explore this question 
and others through a series of events designed to 
recruit more women into law enforcement. 

In November, BPPD hosted Wonder Woman 
Defined, a popular event for young Brooklyn 
Park residents to experience the world of law 
enforcement. Participants spent time learning self-
defense skills, practicing the physical fitness test, 
engaging in mock interviews, and more. 

BPPD and dozens of law enforcement agencies 
around the country have signed the 30x30 
Initiative, a commitment to recruit women into 
law enforcement with the intent of increasing 
female officer staffing to 30 percent by 2030. 
Currently, the Brooklyn Park Police Department's 

female staff stands at 13 percent, just above the 
12 percent national average. 

Inspector Toni Weinbeck said it best: “Brooklyn 
Park Police Department values the unique skills 
that women bring to law enforcement. They tend 
to communicate well, look for different solutions 
to problems, and provide an increased level of 
empathy which continues to guide our department 
in providing the best service to its residents. We look 
forward to increasing our female officer staffing 
percentage into the future.”

Follow BPPD on social media to learn about 
upcoming events and see how our sworn and 
non-sworn staff serve the community!

Facebook: @BPPDMN
Instagram: @BrooklynParkPoliceDept

Get Ready! 
Kicks off  
January 2
Are you ready  
for BrookLynk's 
work readiness  
training?  

Here are some details you need to know about Get Ready!

• The program is for youth and young adults ages 14–24
• Must live or attend school in Brooklyn Park or Brooklyn Center
• Must complete Get Ready! to be considered for BrookLynk's summer

internship
• Free work readiness training with 3 ways to complete
Choose from three models

1. Self-Paced online starting January 2
2. In-person Saturday, March 18, 9 –2 pm

3. Virtual Watch Party, March 25, 10 am –12 pm

Registration is FREE and open to youth looking to build and advance their 
professional skills. If you are looking to participate in the 2023 summer 
internships, you must register for Get Ready! 
Learn more about Get Ready! 
Visit: www.brooklynk.works or  
contact BrookLynk's Program Coordinator  
Jolene at Jolene.Rotich@brooklynk.works 

mailto:%20josie.shardlow%40brooklynpark.org?subject=
http://www.brooklynpark.org/accessibility
http://www.brooklynk.works
mailto:?subject=


Plastics Predicament 

Tales from Tim’s Recycling Bin 
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A few weeks ago, you may have heard a 
very loud scream coming from a car on 
Noble Avenue and thought, "What’s going 
on?" Sorry if I startled you. I was distressed 
about a news story I was hearing on the 
radio as I drove home from work. You may 
have heard the same story about plastics 
not being recycled – which was not 
accurate.

The news story included everything made 
from plastic such as machine cogs, floor 
mats, and other items that were never 
designed to be recycled.

I worry about these stories because it gives 
people the wrong impression about the 
value of recycling. Hundreds of Minnesota 
manufacturers use your recycled material in 
their new products and packaging. 

Please keep putting your bottles, jugs, cups, 
and containers in your cart - don’t add 
other plastic items even if they have the 
chasing arrow symbol. That symbol is not 
a government standard and only denotes 
the base polymer used to make the item. 
Never put items in bags or put plastic bags 
in your cart.

Here are examples of what your items get recycled into:

#1 bottles and berry containers are made into new 
plastic bottles, strapping, carpet, and fiber for clothing

#2 milk jugs and laundry detergent jugs are made  
into lawn and garden products, outdoor furniture

#5 yogurt cups, margarine containers are made into 
auto parts, auto battery cases

Until next time, please place appropriate plastics in  
your cart my friends.

Tim Pratt, Recycling Manager 
Operations and Maintenance

Heating and Utility 
Assistance available for 
renters and homeowners
Get help paying your heat and water 
bills, or for furnace repairs. The Energy 
Assistance Program helps pay those costs 
for income-qualified households. Grants 
range from $300–$2,000 and are available 
to renters and homeowners with income 
at or below 60% Area Median Income. 

To apply call Community Action 
Partnership of Hennepin County at 952-
930-3541 or download an application at:
https://caphennepin.org/what-we-do/
energy-assistance.html

On-street parking is not allowed when there are two 
or more inches of snow or when a snow emergency is 
declared. When a snow emergency is called, vehicles 
may not park on city streets until the full width of the 
street has been plowed. Vehicles left on the street can 
be ticketed and towed. 

Where to park 
If you do not have access to off-street parking during 
a snow emergency, you may park your vehicle at an 
approved snow emergency parking lot (see below)  
for up to 24 hours after a snow emergency is called. 

Stay informed of snow emergencies 
Visit www.brooklynpark.org/subscribe and subscribe  
to Snow Emergency Notifications to get an email or  
text message when a snow emergency is called.

Snow or no snow, overnight parking is not 
allowed 
Regardless of weather conditions, from November 1  
to March 31, vehicles parked on city streets between  
2 am to 5 am can be ticketed and towed. 

Approved snow emergency parking lots 
Scan the QR code for  
an interactive map:

Don’t get towed when it snows!
Salt Smart in 2023!
The thrill of snow often comes with the 
burden of slippery roads and walkways. 
Spreading salt can help prevent accidents on 
the road and around buildings, but it comes 
with an environmental cost. 

Did you know it only takes one teaspoon 
of salt to permanently pollute five gallons 
of water? When snow and ice melt, the 
salt we apply to roads, parking lots, and 
walking paths ends up in our lakes, streams, 
wetlands, and groundwater. 

According to the Minnesota Pollution 
Control Agency, an estimated 365,000 tons 
of road salt is applied in just the Twin Cities 
metro area each year!

Make a difference in Brooklyn 
Park. Reduce your salt use with 
these tips:

1. Check the temperature. Most salts stop
working around 15°F. When temperatures
drop, use sand for traction, but remember -
sand doesn’t melt ice!

2. Apply less than you think. Adding more
salt does not equal more melting. Try to use
less than four pounds of salt per 1,000 square
feet. One pound of salt is about the same as
one 12-ounce coffee mug.

3. Clean up extra salt. If you can see sand or
salt on dry pavement, that means it is no
longer working and could be washed away.
Reuse salt or sand somewhere else or sweep
it up and discard.

Photo: Minnesota Pollution Control Agency

GreenStep Cities Award
Diana McKeown of the Clean Energy 
Resource Teams (third from left) presented 
the City Council with the GreenStep Cities 
Step Two Award. 

Minnesota GreenStep Cities is a voluntary 
program to help cities achieve their 
sustainability and quality-of-life goals. 
This free continuous improvement 
program is based upon a menu of 29 
optional best practices spread across 
five categories: Buildings and Lighting, 
Land Use, Transportation, Environmental 
Management, and Resilient Economic and 
Community Development.

These voluntary actions focus on cost 
savings and energy use reduction and 
encourage civic innovation.

Scan the code to see 
the best practices 
completed and 
currently underway  
in Brooklyn Park

https://caphennepin.org/what-we-do/energy-assistance.html  
https://caphennepin.org/what-we-do/energy-assistance.html  
http://www.brooklynpark.org/subscribe


NORTH HENNEPIN COMMUNITY COLLEGE

@NorthHennepin @NorthHennepin@NorthHennepin 
CommunityCollege

Equal Opportunity Educator and Employer. To receive this information in an alternative format, call 763-493-0555 (Voice) or via the Minnesota Relay at 1-800-627-3529. 

nhcc.edu

Proud recipient of the ‘HEED’ National Diversity Award for our commitment to racial equity.

Engaging Students, Changing Lives

youtube.com/
NorthHennepin

NHCC Designated a Truth, Racial Healing 
& Transformation Campus Center
The American Association of Colleges and Universities (AAC&U) 
announced North Hennepin Community College as one of 14 new Truth, 
Racial Healing & Transformation (TRHT) Campus Centers across the nation 
that prepare the next generation of leaders to break down systemic 
racism and dismantle belief in a hierarchy of human value. NHCC is one 
of three higher education institutions, and the only community college 
in Minnesota, designated as a TRHT Campus Center.  

Since the 2022 TRHT Institute, NHCC and the City of Brooklyn Park launched 
the Racial Healing Action Collaborative in October led by Dr. Eda Watts, 
Deane Newborg, and Dr. Marcellus Davis, a new initiative designed to 
activate action planning in support of equity and inclusion within the college 
and broader community. City of Brooklyn Park attendees include Jay Stroebel, 
City Manager, Josie Shardlow, Interim Assistant City Manager, LaTonia Green, 
Director of Finance, John Cunningham, Fire Chief, Kim Berggren, Director of 
Community Development, Brad Tullberg, Director of Parks and Recreation, 
Dan Ruiz, Director of Operations and Management, Keith Ehrlichman, IT 
Manager, Risikat Adesaogun, Communications Manager, Sara Kriewall, 
Human Resources Manager, Mark Bruley, Police Chief; and North Hennepin 
Community College attendees include Faculty Amy Harms Hoad, and 
Director of Marketing & Communications, Liz Hogenson. 

In addition, Dr. Eda Watts is leading anti-racism sessions with NHCC 
leadership, including President, Dr. Rolando García, Interim Provost, 
Julio Vargas-Essex, Interim Vice President of Student Affairs, Lindsay Fort, 

Interim Associate Vice President of Academic Affairs and Workforce Innova-
tion, Dr. Nerita Hughes, Interim Vice President of Finance & Facilities, Dawn 
Belko, Chief Information Officer, Joseph Collins, and Chief Human Resources 
Officer, Victoria DeFord. 

Community members who are interested in learning more about participat-
ing in the Racial Healing Action Collaborative cohort are encouraged to visit 
nhcc.edu/diversity to submit an interest form.

Campus Stocks the Food 
Cupboard
A big thank you to the 
campus and greater 
community for donating 
5,243 pounds of food 
and household items to 
NHCC’s Food Cupboard!

Student Receives World 
Citizen Award

Congratulations Addy 
Sharma, NHCC nursing 
student, for receiving a 
Mark M. Welter World 
Citizen Award for 
exemplifying the 
thoughts, words, and 
actions demanded of a 
21st century world citizen! 

Inspiring Leaders
Get a great morning boost with inspirational 
speakers on the topic of leadership at our 
annual BOLD Leadership Summit, a free 
event where you can network, be inspired, 
and hear short talks on leadership. 

DATE: Friday, 
February 24, 2023  
Check-in and networking: 
7:00 – 7:30 a.m. 

Leadership Talks and 
Distinguished Alumni 
Award:  7:30 – 9:00 a.m. 

Register in advance at nhcc.edu/foundationevents.  

UPCOMING EVENTS
DEI Events
Black History Month
February, Date TBD (Visit nhcc.edu/diversity for date and time.)

Arts Events
Visit nhcc.edu/finearts for more information.

Northwestern High School Art Exhibit
February 6 – February 24, 2023

Jazzfest
February 11


