
Wednesday, March 16, 2022 
Recreation & Parks Advisory Commission 

Minutes 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL - The Recreation & Parks Advisory Commission meeting was held at 
City Hall and on TEAMS and was called to order by Chairperson, Mark Nolen at  6:02  P.M. 
 
Commission Members present:  
Mark Nolen, At-large (Chair)  
Christy Sandberg, (Vice-Chair) 
Maggie Borer, At-large 
Monica Dillenburg, Central  
Dwain Erickson, West 
Colleen Groebner, At-large  
Cindi Matthew, Central  
Miriam Osammor, East 
Jane Wilson, West  
 
Terry Parks City Council Liaison 
James Turnham, City Planning Liaison 
 
Commission Members absent: 
Latrina Caldwell, At-large 
Johnny Hoang, At-large 
Francis Killen, At-large 
 
Brooklyn Park Staff present: 
Brad Tullberg, Director of Recreation and Parks 
Greg Hoag, Parks and Buildings Manager, Operations and Maintenance  
Jen Gillard, Manager Recreation Programming 
Marcus Hill, Manager, Facilities and Parks 
Pam McBride, Manager Youth Services 
Jeanine Machan, Program Assistant III 
 
• Director Tullberg gave an introduction of Councilmember Terry Parks as City Council Liaison  

 
• Director Tullberg gave an introduction of Marcus Hill, Manager of Facilities and Parks 

 
 

2. OPEN FORUM-PUBLIC COMMENT AND RESPONSE 
N/A 

 
3. APPROVAL OF March16,  2022 AGENDA  

 
A Motion was made to Approve the March 16,  2022 agenda  by Commissioner Wilson and second 
by, Commissioner Dillenburg.  
Roll call was taken.  Motion unanimously approved. 

 
4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM February 16, 2022 MEETING   

 
A Motion was made to Approve the February 16,  2022 minutes by Commissioner Erickson and 
second by, Commissioner Wilson. 
Roll call was taken.  Motion unanimously approved. 

 
 

5. ACTION ITEMS 
1. Approve By-Law Change 
Motion was made by Commissioner Dillenburg to approve the change in meeting time to 6:00 pm,  
a second was made by Commissioner Wilson.  
No Discussion. 



Roll call was taken.  Motion unanimously approved. 
 

6. GENERAL INFORMATION - PRESENTATIONS   
1. Reimagining Public Safety – Pam McBride Youth Services Manager 
Director Tullberg introduced the topic Reimagining Public Safety as a collaborative effort within the City of 
Brooklyn Park led by the Recreation & Parks Department and Police Department in collaboration with our 
city departments and community partners. Reimagining Public Safety is one of the three top priorities for 
RPAC in 2022.  
 
Director Tullberg introduced Youth Services Manager, Pam McBride to provide an overview of the 
Reimagining Public Safety initiative that seeks to mobilize resources and staffing in partnership with 
community to activate strategies that interrupt the cycle of community violence, dismantle systems of 
inequity, and invest in solutions that benefit individuals most impacted by community violence, and 
leverage political and public will.  (Attached is the Power Point presentation.)  

 
7. OLD BUSINESS    

1. February 28 RPAC Work Plan Presentation 
Chairperson Mark Nolen reported that the presentation to City Council had gone well.   

 
8. WRITTEN REPORTS 

1. PROGRAM AND EVENTS UPDATE 
Highlight – Manager Jen Gillard provided a verbal report on the Black History Month Showcase. The 
event was developed and hosted by Tashawna Williams, Arts and Engagement Specialist and Jake 
Patton, Events and Programs Specialist in partnership with City of Brooklyn Park Community 
Engagement , Communications and Racial Equity, Diversity and Inclusion (REDI) divisions to 
celebrate Black Joy and Black Culture. 
No questions 

2. PARK PROJECTS UPDATE  
Highlight – Manager Greg Hoag reported on the Emerald Ash Borer program. 
Commissioner Dillenburg asked if the city would be offering another treatment program.   Manager 
Hoag stated the current program is with Rainbow Tree and he will be working to set up another 
program for residents this year.  
Highlight – Director Tullberg reported on Hometown Ball Field which has gone out for bid. Bids are 
due March 31st and is expected to go to City Council on April 11 for award. Potentially some work will 
be done this spring with the majority done in the fall of 2022. This project was delayed due to the 
spike in aluminum prices. 

3. DIRECTORS REPORT 
Director Tullberg asked regarding the Areas of Emphasis report if the members of the Commission 
were okay with the format staff is presenting?   Consensus of the Commission is affirmative.  
Director Tullberg also highlighted the work of the city Senior Management team on the hyper inflation 
impact on the city with expected rising prices such as gas costs.   
 

9. DISCUSSION ITEMS  
1. OPEN FORUM – QUESTION AND ANSWERS 

Commissioner Wilson asked what for a progress report on the old Hennepin County Library.  
Director Tullberg reported many different community groups as well as departments within the city 
such as Rec and Park and Fire, are interested in this property.  No further action has been taken this 
past winter, however, decisions will need to be made soon. 
Chairperson Nolen asked who would be making the decision?  Director Tullberg stated that there is 
a scheduled meeting on March 21 with Director Tullberg, Fire Chief John Cunningham and Director 
of Community Development, Kim Berggren to try to come to a consensus on where staff stands on 
this property.  Discussion will take place with City Council at a date yet to be determined.  
Councilmember Parks noted that there are  several differing opinions with members of the City 
Council.  
 



Commissioner Erickson asked if there are other projects such as the Center for Innovation and The 
Arts that Commissioners can volunteer their time to attend meetings?   Director Tullberg responded 
that the Center for Innovation and The Arts is a community lead project outside of the department 
but asked for time to think about this idea as there might be other opportunities.   
 
Commissioner Dillenburg ask for a status update on the irrigation system at Edinburgh USA.  
Director Tullberg stated that staff is waiting for the ground to thaw to finish the work started last fall.   
9 holes were completed in the fall of 2021. Contractually, substantial completion is required to be 
done by May 24, 2022. 
 
Commissioner Wilson asked about the encroachment of the specific house at the Edinburgh USA 
golf course.  Director Tullberg stated an agreement was reached with the homeowner to work 
around the situation when installing the irrigation system. Staff is still in discussions with the owner to 
come up with a permanent solution on the encroachment.  
 
Director Tullberg asked if Commission members would like to continue the hybrid meetings?  
Comments:   
Commissioner Wilson stated that the hybrids are nice especially if someone is ill or out of town they 
can still attend. 
Director Tullberg stated that hybrid meetings are only available in City Hall conference room A203 
due to the technology system availability.  
Manager Hoag asked if hybrids were available due to Mayoral declaration and that at some point 
they will go away?  Director Tullberg stated that was correct. 
Commissioner Dillenburg asked if we would be touring the Operations and Maintenance facility?  
Director Tullberg stated that staff is looking at May for this meeting.  
Commissioner Borer stated that since she works until 5:30 it could be difficult to arrive by 6:00 and 
also that if people are sick they should not be attending so there are pros and cons to a hybrid 
meeting.  
It was decided that the April meeting would be a hybrid meeting.    

 
10.  VERBAL REPORTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  

1. CITY COUNCIL UPDATE – COUNCILMEMBER PARKS 
Councilmember Parks  reported: 
• Redistricting of the City.  4 current City Council members will be changing the district they 

represent.  There will be 25 precincts instead of 24.  Communities of Edinburgh and 
Stoneybrook will be split between two districts. All of the east districts will be Anoka – Hennepin 
School District. The redistricting creates an equal number of voters in each district to within 5%.  

• The council will be revisiting the proposal of homeowners having chickens.  
• Censure of Councilmember Morson was difficult but needed to be done.  
• Discussions will start on next year’s budget.  
Commissioner Borer asked if the censure of Councilmember Morson could be discussed. Director 
Tullberg replied the information was provided in the City Council Meeting packet from March 7. 
There is not any further information to be disclosed.  
 

2. CITY PLANNING COMMISSION UPDATES – COMMISSIONER TURNHAM 
No report 
 

3. CENTER FOR INNOVATION AND THE ARTS PROJECT UPDATE– COMMISSIONER WILSON 
Commissioner Wilson stated no report. 
 

4. RPAC COMMISSIONER UPDATES 
Chairperson Nolen noted that 3 members of RPAC would be ending their appointment.  Thank you 
to Cindi Matthew, Francis Killen and Colleen Groebner.  Director Tullberg also thanked the 
members for their service.  Commissioners Matthew and Groebner both stated they enjoyed their 
time on the commission.  



Commissioner Sandberg asked how the redistricting will affect the Commissioner’s seats?  
Councilmember Parks stated you would keep your seat until your term is up and then it will change 
based on where you live.  
Commissioner Dillenburg announced the annual Ice Show will be held April 8th and 9th at the CAC. 
 

5. KEY TOPICS FOR DISCUSSION AT THE NEXT RPAC MEETING – APRIL 20, 2022 
 

6. KEY DATES FOR FUTURE MEETINGS/EVENTS 
• April 6th – Virtual Joint City Council and Commission meetings. 

 
11. ADJOURNMENT 

A Motion was made by Commissioner Erickson to close the meeting, second by Commissioner 
Dillenburg.    Motion unanimously approved.  Adjourned by Chairperson Nolen was at 7:20  P.M. 
 
 
Submitted respectfully, 
Jeanine Machan 
Secretary 
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