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1. CALL TO ORDER 
 

The meeting was called to order at 7:10 PM by acting Commission Chair Vosberg. 
 
2. ROLL CALL/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
Those present were: Commissioners Cavin, Husain, Kiekow, Kisch, Klonowski, Vosberg, 
Turnham, and Udomah; Council Liaison West-Hafner; Planning Director Mogush; Senior Planner 
Larson.  
 
Those arrived late: None 
 
Those not present were: None  
 
3. EXPLANATION BY CHAIR 
 
4. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
MOTION HUSAIN, SECOND KLONOWSKI TO APPROVE THE MARCH 9, 2022 AGENDA. 
 
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
5. CONSENT AGENDA 

 
A. Minutes – January 12, 2022 Regular Meeting and February 23, 2022 Work Session  
B. Schoolhouse Addition (Todd Blanchard) – Plat for the subdivision of property into four 

single family lots at 9900 Regent Ave N. – Continue the public hearing to the April 13th 
meeting. 

C. Mixed Income Housing Policy – Zoning Code amendment regarding the City’s Mixed 
Income Housing Policy – Continue the public hearing to the April 13th meeting. 

 
MOTION HUSAIN, SECOND KLONOWSKI TO APPROVE THE MARCH 9, 2022, CONSENT 
AGENDA.  
 
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
6. PUBLIC HEARING 

 
A. Commercial Vehicle Parking – Zoning Code amendments to modify regulations 

regarding commercial vehicle parking.  
 

Planning Director Mogush stated that the City Council asked staff to review the way the City 
regulates parking of commercial vehicles on private property.  He stated that the Code currently 
does not allow residents to park those vehicles in their driveways, but the desire would be to allow 
residents to park vans with commercial logos at their homes.  He commented that there was a 
separate issue with semi-trucks parking in the street, which is not allowed.  He noted that the 
intent was to find places for semi-truck drivers to legally park those vehicles in commercial areas.  
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He commented that staff held a focus group on the topic to receive input from the commercial 
vehicle drivers.  He noted that a number of different recreational vehicles can be parked on 
driveways.  He stated that the intent of the change would be to allow one commercial vehicle up 
to 30 feet in length with a maximum weight and reviewed the different types of commercial 
vehicles that would fall into that category.  He commented that currently commercial vehicles can 
be parked on commercial property if associated with the on-site business.  He stated that the 
thought would be to allow commercial property owners to lease space for commercial vehicle 
drivers to park their vehicle.  He noted that the change would also allow storage of a shipping 
container in a staging area for a commercial property for a set period of time.  He provided details 
on the additional engagement efforts that occurred since 2020.   
 
Acting Commission Chair Vosberg opened the public hearing. 
 
David Gross, 1217 82nd Avenue N, stated that he has lived in his home for 49 years and has seen 
a lot of changes during that time.  He stated that he agrees that those with small businesses 
should be allowed to keep their vehicles in their driveways.  He noted that his concern is with 
larger vehicles, such as box trucks.  He commented on a neighbor that has a large box truck that 
protrudes out of the driveway which causes safety issues.  He recognized that box trucks drive 
through residential areas to make deliveries but those are temporary and not every day.  He stated 
that he would like to see an area where large box trucks can be parked in a commercial area to 
prevent those from being parked in residential areas.  He noted that he would support the smaller 
residential vehicles being allowed to park in driveways.   
 
Tom Lehman, 3525 77th Avenue N, stated that he moved here in 1969 from Chicago and has 
seen the changes that have occurred since that time.  He commented on the smart planning that 
has occurred for the betterment of the neighborhoods.  He stated that allowing commercial 
equipment to be parked in residential areas will pollute the beauty of those areas.  He commented 
on safety concerns and issues with enforcement.  He noted that garbage and recycling bins are 
required to be kept out of view to prevent “erosion of the beauty of neighborhoods”.  He 
commented that most people travel to a job in some shape or form and that is the cost of doing 
business.  He stated that this is the most opportunistic time for people to change what they are 
doing if they do not like it.  He asked the Commission to consider this with much thought and 
make a good planning decision for the good of all of the people and vote against this concept.   
 
Samuel Garrett, 69087 3rd Avenue N, stated that he is a homeowner and small business owner.  
He commented that he was previously an iron worker and made the decision for his body and for 
the betterment of his family to change his career.  He stated that he owns a food truck and 
purchased a property large enough to store that vehicle.  He stated that his community supports 
his business and is full of children and older folks that walk the neighborhood.  He commented 
that there are all types of vehicles in and out of the neighborhood and there is yet to be an accident 
with a pedestrian of that nature.  He stated that to ask someone to consider changing their career 
choice or livelihood is a bit ludicrous.  He stated that he is a homeowner and most small business 
owners are as well.  He stated that he worked hard to attain his property and works harder to 
maintain it.  He hoped that the Commission would support the ability for small business owners 
to park their vehicles at home.  He noted that this is a working-class community.   
 
Sally Schilling, 9769 Oliver Avenue N, stated that her biggest concern is not allowing the trucks 
but did not see any restrictions on what would happen if the vehicles became unusable which 
would create a parking lot for junk trucks.  She commented that if this allowed, there should be 
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restrictions to ensure that a junk vehicle could be removed.  She believed that people should be 
allowed to park in their own driveway but does not want to see her neighborhood turn into a 
junkyard.   
 
John Nice, 1007 Brookdale Drive, stated that Minneapolis has a strong anti-business attitude, 
which is why he moved.  He commented that thus far he has heard a lot of protestations against 
this act.  He noted that the man that spoke about a truck protruding out of a driveway is against 
City Code and could be reported.  He noted that junk vehicles are also against the Code and 
could be reported.  He stated that he has received many complaints against him and has been 
vocal on this topic.  He stated that people have no idea what it is like to own a small business and 
wait by the phone for business.  He noted that if you do not run a business properly, customers 
will not return to you.  He stated that his box truck is 16 feet long which is shorter than many 
pickup trucks.  He stated that in his research he checked with 22 other communities and only 
Brooklyn Center had an ordinance that would not allow his truck.  He noted that in Edina, his son 
in law is allowed to have two commercial vehicles parked on his property.  He commented that 
his truck is a few hundred feet into his property and his materials are stored in a second garage.  
He asked the Commission to consider the small businesses in the community and allow those 
residents to park their small commercial vehicles on their property.  He agreed that larger 
commercial vehicles should not be allowed to park in residential areas.   
 
Mike Urgo, 8800 Humboldt Avenue N, spoke in favor of changing the rules.  He stated that he 
also has a food truck and has a need to have the vehicle near his home in order to load the vehicle 
in the morning.  He stated that the truck must also be plugged in to operate the coolers.  He 
commented that they also have to clean and sanitize the vehicle in the evenings.  He commented 
that they work hard, about 18 hours per day in the summer, with small margins.  He asked the 
Commission to change the parking rules.   
 
Noel Walters, 2406 96th Avenue N, commented that he is in favor of the change.  He noted that 
he is a small business owner that has lived in the community for almost his entire life.  He 
commented that people like to use children as a reason to not support something.  He commented 
that no one would want to see a child get hurt.  He commented that a 40-foot motorhome is 
allowed to be parked in a driveway and those vehicles are usually driven by older residents.  He 
stated that large trailers are also allowed to be parked at homes which do not have good visibility.  
He commented that small business is what built this country and hoped those businesses do well.  
He asked that the Commission support its small businesses.   
 
Lisa Nelson, 8800 Humboldt Avenue N, stated that she is a food truck owner.  She commented 
that food trucks provide dining options which are desired by the community.  She noted that food 
trucks are often a steppingstone before being able to open a restaurant.  She did not think it was 
right that food trucks and other commercial vehicles are required to be stored away from their 
homes.  She stated that she have to unload their food truck every night and park it in another 
community because of the current ordinance.  She commented that she operates seasonally so 
the vehicle would not be used all year round.  She stated that people are allowed to park much 
larger recreational vehicles on their property and owners need to be responsible whether it is a 
commercial vehicle or recreational vehicle.  She agreed that everyone is concerned with safety in 
their neighborhoods and that is why drivers need to be aware of their surroundings.  She 
referenced the comment related to junk vehicles and noted that there is already an ordinance to 
regulate that.  She asked the Commission to support the change which would allow her to keep 
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her food truck at her home and would save her four additional hours of loading/unloading and 
driving to store the vehicle in another community.   
 
Collette Guyott, 9277 Trinity Gardens, commented that she lives on an extending cul-de-sac and 
has a neighbor that parks a Hertz truck in the cul-de-sac which creates a safety hazard.  She 
stated that she has never filed a complaint as she believed the person was using the vehicle for 
their job.  She does understand the concern when these vehicles are parked in active 
neighborhoods and near parks.  She commented on the high-density development along 93rd and 
high-speed traffic on that roadway which creates safety issues.  She understood that people want 
to park food trucks in their driveways but want to ensure there is sufficient space.  She asked how 
enforcement would be handled as the police department is already burdened and was concerned 
with retaliation.   
 
Annie Fowl, 232 73rd Avenue, stated that she has lived in the city for 18 years and has been in 
violation of the ordinance for that entire time.  She commented that they have paid the tickets 
when they have gotten them.  She stated that she supports the food trucks and truckers in the 
community.  She commented that their vehicle fits in the driveway.  She stated that her husband 
is an electrician who works for a company located in Mendota Heights.  She noted that her 
husband services seven of the biggest apartment complexes in the city, responding to calls day 
and night to restore service and must respond to calls within a set amount of time.  She 
commented that he cannot leave their home at 2 a.m. to drive to Mendota Heights to pickup his 
work vehicle to come back to Brooklyn Park to complete the job.  She noted that they have small 
children, so it also is not feasible for her to drive him to an offsite location to get his vehicle in the 
middle of the night.  She stated that the current ordinance does not allow long-term parking on 
the road.  She stated that her husband’s van is a Ford transit cube truck about 19 feet in length.  
She commented that her pickup truck is longer than her husband’s truck which violates the 
ordinance.  She noted that their boat with the trailer is also longer and yet allowed to be parked 
in the driveway.  She commented on the strain that the tickets have put on their family.  She 
commented that she is a police officer for a neighboring community and understands that officers 
must write tickets when directed to do so.  She commented that people that own, operate, and 
drive commercial vehicles drive with more care and are not the cause of the accidents.  She stated 
that while it might sound great to allow commercial vehicles to be parked on a commercial lot, 
that could cause an influx of crime as the vehicles have materials and tools and would be a target 
for crime.  She stated that she supports the small commercial vehicles being allowed to park at 
their home.   
 
Acting Commission Chair Vosberg closed the public hearing but reminded the public that 
comments can be submitted via email to City Staff for consideration in the City Council agenda 
packet.  
 
Commissioner Kiekow asked if there is a size limit on the trailer mentioned and whether there 
would be a time limit on how long that could be parked without being moved. 
 
Planning Director Mogush referenced the definition of commercial vehicles on the first page of 
the ordinance.  He noted that definition is used later in the ordinance text.  He stated that later 
there is a section which mentions one commercial can be parked, which has a limit of 30 feet in 
length and 30,000 pounds therefore a trailer could be the commercial vehicle if it falls under those 
limitations.  He stated that there is not a length of time specified for parking but noted that limitation 
would fall under another ordinance. 
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Acting Commissioner Chair Vosberg provided clarification on some concerns raised by residents 
noting a maximum length of 30 feet for a commercial vehicle.  She noted that if a vehicle sticks 
out, that would not be allowed under the ordinance.  She asked if there would be noise generated 
from a food truck being plugged in during the night. 
 
Planning Director Mogush stated that if you think about noise from a food truck, sometimes when 
you visit that vehicle in a parking lot a generator is used.  He commented that when parked at a 
home the vehicle would be plugged into the electric and therefore it would not generate that noise. 
 
Acting Commission Chair Vosberg commented that it seems that issues are being mixed as large 
recreational vehicles are allowed to be parked on residential property.  She asked if the discussion 
is focused on commercial rather than personal vehicles or the size of vehicles. 
 
Planning Director Mogush commented that in his opinion when you live in a home you develop 
certain expectations for what can be seen in driveways.  He stated that if people associate 
something with leisure, people may support that, while they may not support something 
associated with work. 
 
Acting Commission Chair Vosberg asked and received confirmation that parking would only be 
allowed in driveways and not on streets.   
 
Planning Director Mogush commented that commercial vehicles can be parked on a street when 
loading and unloading but that is all.  He confirmed that all parking in driveways would need to be 
on a paved surface.  He confirmed that there would be no change to language related to 
inoperable vehicles. 
 
Acting Commission Chair Vosberg asked if there would be anything that would prohibit a business 
from operating in the driveway. 
 
Planning Director Mogush replied that there would be no changes to the home occupation 
standards. 
 
Acting Commission Chair Vosberg asked why only people issued citations were used for the focus 
group. 
 
Planning Director Mogush commented that the City has been intentional to provide an opportunity 
for those that may not always have a voice or opportunity to participate in civic matters.  He 
commented that the people that were invited to the focus group work long hours and often do not 
have time to attend formats like this meeting and therefore the City wanted to provide an 
opportunity for those people that have been subject to these rules to speak.  He stated that they 
also opened up that opportunity to speak to the larger public and those comments were provided 
in the packet and through the public hearing tonight.   
 
Commissioner Husain thanked all those that shared their perspective.  He noted that the current 
ordinance covers regulation of things like recreational vehicles which are larger than what is 
proposed to be allowed for commercial vehicles, the only difference is the definition of personal 
versus recreational.  He noted that the change would allow one commercial vehicle per dwelling 
and would not create a driveway full of commercial vehicles.  He stated that just because a 
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commercial vehicle would be allowed, does not mean that everyone will run out and purchase a 
food truck or work van.  He commented that this change would benefit those that need the vehicles 
for their livelihood and therefore he supports the change.  He stated that the storage of commercial 
vehicles on a commercial lot was not discussed much, noting that seems pretty straightforward 
and he would also support that action. 
 
Commissioner Klonowski stated that homeowner association rules would continue to be enforced 
by the HOA and therefore if the HOA does not allow commercial vehicles, it would still not be 
allowed. 
 
Acting Commission Chair Vosberg commented that if a commercial lot were opened for 
commercial vehicle parking, she would be concerned with security and that it would create an 
opportunity for crime.  She stated that she does support parking of commercial vehicles in a 
secured location but would not want the City to create lots for commercial vehicle parking. 
 
MOTION HUSAIN, SECOND KIEKOW, TO RECOMMEND APPROVAL OF AN ORDINANCE 
AMENDING CHAPTER 152 OF THE BROOKLYN PARK CITY CODE PERTAINING TO 
COMMERCIAL VEHICLES AND INTERMODAL SHIPPING CONTAINERS.   
 
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
Planning Director Mogush stated the public hearing item is scheduled to be reviewed at the City 
Council meeting on March 28, 2022. 

 
B. Take 5 Oil Change (Justin Fincher, Northbloc) – Conditional Use Permit for a quick-

service automobile oil change business and a restaurant with a drive-thru service.  
 

Senior Planner Larson introduced the application for three Conditional Use Permits request to 
allow a quick-service automobile oil change business and restaurant with a drive-thru.  He 
reviewed the surrounding property uses and noted that this would round out that development 
corner.  He noted that there are similar quick serve automobile businesses in the community, 
noting that the customer would remain in their vehicle while being served and therefore parking 
and overnight storage would not be an issue.  He stated that the parking needs for the site arise 
from the restaurant use.  He noted that there appears to be a miscalculation on the parking 
needed for the site as five additional spaces were provided.  He stated that staff would 
recommend removing at least one of those space, or up to five.  He commented on the proposed 
location for waste storage which appears to be in the most prime customer parking location and 
therefore staff recommends that be relocated to the other side of the site.  He provided details on 
the landscaping requirements, noting that some businesses do not lend themselves well to 
perimeter landscaping and reviewed the alternatives proposed.  He stated that while staff 
supports the alternative, it would be required to add more greenery around the building.  He stated 
that staff recommends approval of the three Conditional Use Permits.  
 
Justin Fincher (representing the applicant) introduced himself and noted that it has been great to 
work with staff on this project.  He believed that the project is much stronger because of the input 
and collaboration with staff.  He stated that the current PA expires in early May and therefore if 
this moved forward it would allow the timeline to continue.  He stated that the south building would 
be Take 5 while the north building would be built on a speculative basis for a quick serve 
restaurant noting that there are potential clients interested.  He referenced condition 3.01 which 
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states that the business can only perform oil changes and noted that the business is a franchise, 
and that condition is too restrictive as there are other things performed at the business.  He noted 
that he does have language they would propose to replace that condition.  He stated that they do 
understand the concerns of staff and recommendation to move the trash enclosure to the east 
side of the property as mentioned in condition 1.07.  He expressed concerns with marketability 
and sightlines.  He stated that the property is at the corner of a busy corridor and sight lines from 
right-of-way is important for a business.  He commented that they feel the trash enclosure would 
impede on the visibility from the corridor and would like it more interior to the site.  He asked that 
condition 1.07 be removed.  He commented that the front of the restaurant is on the west side of 
the site, and they could sign the eastern stalls to be employee parking.  He noted that both 
businesses are heavily focused on drive-thru service.  He stated that the site is constrained by 
the building setback line and the stormwater infiltration basin.  He believed this to be a good layout 
for the two buildings.   
 
Tim Eaton, Take 5, stated that they are excited about the opportunity to bring this business to the 
Brooklyn Park market.  He stated that there is an open location of Take 5 in Blaine, and this would 
be the second location.  He provided an overview of the Take 5 oil change business which would 
offer ten-minute oil changes with no reservations required and would be a completely in vehicle 
service.  He provided details on the customer experience.  He reviewed the five services that 
would be offered for vehicles, noting that they aim to educate customers rather than upcharge 
customers.  He provided details on the environmentally friendly nature of the business.   
 
Acting Commission Chair Vosberg opened the public hearing. 
 
Collette Guyott, 9277 Trinity Gardens, stated that her main concern is related to the drive-thru 
traffic that would go onto Zane and make U-turns at 93rd.  She noted that those are both County 
roads and already have issues with people violating traffic rules.  She stated that she does not 
have an issue with the business but was concerned with the traffic generated from that 
commercial development corner as a whole.   
 
Acting Commission Chair Vosberg closed the public hearing but reminded the public that 
comments can be submitted via email to City Staff for consideration in the City Council agenda 
packet.  
 
Commissioner Turnham asked if the County and City are in conversations to look at the exit for 
93rd coming from Hy-Vee. 
 
Senior Planner Larson confirmed that there is an issue with U-turns at that intersection.  He 
commented on the expense to redo the road, noting that it is not high enough priority for the 
County to address at this time.  He noted that the County is reactive rather than proactive.   
 
Commissioner Klonowski referenced the trash enclosure, noting that the statement related to 
sightlines makes sense.  She asked if it has been considered to place that on the southwest 
portion of the site.  She wanted to ensure that the safety of staff would also be considered in those 
stalls are marked for staff.  She asked why the back of the restaurant would face Zane if there 
were concern for sightlines. 
 
Mr. Fincher stated that they reviewed multiple scenarios for building configurations, and this was 
the most optimal solution.  He commented that having the main entrance near the curb cut is 



City of Brooklyn Park 
Planning Commission Meeting Minutes  

March 9, 2022 – Regular Meeting 
  Page 8 of 12 
 

critical for ease of access.  He stated that they acknowledge Zane and 93rd as the primary views 
and that is accounted for in terms of signage and architecture.  He stated that for the trash 
enclosure they did review that option of the southwest corner but that becomes tight with angled 
parking stalls and in terms of operations.  He provided details on how the trash enclosure must 
be positioned in order for a trash collection vehicle to provide service.  He confirmed that 
employee safety is also a priority.  He stated that they worked with staff to remove a door from 
Take 5 in order to incorporate additional landscaping but would be welcome to add that back.  He 
noted that there is a door for employees on the back of the restaurant as well.   
 
Commissioner Husain asked for details on the language proposed for 3.01. 
 
Mr. Fincher provided his suggested language related to oil changes and other auto maintenance 
in order to allow the five services provided by the business.  He stated that additional language 
could be added to restrict overnight parking if that is a concern.   
 
Commissioner Husain asked the preferred trash enclosure location. 
 
Mr. Fincher commented that they would propose to keep the enclosure where it is shown on the 
plans on the west side.   
 
Commissioner Kiekow asked if the proposed restaurant would have indoor eating options. 
 
Mr. Fincher confirmed that there would be tables inside to allow eating as well, but the primary 
service would be drive-thru.   
 
Commissioner Kiekow asked if the parking proposed would be adequate to allow indoor eating. 
 
Mr. Fincher replied that initially they proposed additional parking stalls but reduced that in order 
to incorporate sidewalk and pedestrian connections as required.  He stated that there was a 
recommendation to engage in a traffic analysis and they are currently gaining those proposals in 
order to address that concern.   
 
Commissioner Kiekow stated asked who would be riding a bike to an oil change business. 
 
Mr. Fincher replied that it is required to have a bike rack on a development but recognized that 
may not be the most premier location.  He noted that the bike rack could be moved more towards 
the sidewalk entry for the site.   
 
Commissioner Kiekow agreed that would make more sense.   
 
Commissioner Klonowski stated that employees may ride their bikes to the oil change business.  
She also liked the idea of relocating the bike rack as mentioned. 
 
Acting Commission Chair Vosberg stated that rather than making 3.01 vague, she would suggest 
listing the five services offered by the business. 
 
Mr. Eaton stated that they are looking for some flexibility as they are part of the franchise group 
and must offer the services of the franchisee.  He noted that the business would never become a 
full-service mechanic shop.  He noted that there is a difference between maintenance and repair 
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services.  He noted that they would like to be flexible and would not intend to be a full-service 
auto shop.  He welcomed additional language suggestions that would allow them to provide their 
services. 
 
Senior Planner Larson stated that the City does have the ability to make those distinctions.  He 
clarified that the intent of the condition was to ensure the business does not turn into a different 
auto use.  He stated that staff would support including the five services offered and would be open 
to amendment of the CUP should those services change as long as it falls under the same 
maintenance umbrella.   
 
Acting Commission Chair Vosberg asked for input on the trash enclosure location.   
 
Senior Planner Larson stated that based on conversations with the applicant, the oil change 
business generates little trash, and the majority of the trash would be generated from the 
restaurant, therefore the location should be convenient for that business.  He commented that it 
may not be the most desirable from the perspective of a customer to bring trash out the front.  He 
stated that placing the enclosure near the back of house would be convenient for employees and 
it could align with the drive-thru lane which would not impact the sightlines for the business.  He 
stated that if the enclosure is placed to the south, it could create a situation in which bags of trash 
are left outside the door to be brought to the enclosure later which is not preferred.   
 
Acting Commission Chair Vosberg asked if placing the enclosure in the location recommended 
by staff would allow maneuverability of trash trucks.   
 
Senior Planner Larson commented on the path the trash truck could take.  
 
Acting Commission Chair Vosberg stated that any motion should also include the amended 
language for condition 3.01.  She recognized that there is an issue with traffic patterns and U-
turns but acknowledged that is not part of this request.  She asked that staff continue to follow up 
on that issue to ensure safety of residents.   
 
Commissioner Husain asked staff for input on the proposed relocation of the bike rack. 
 
Senior Planner Larson commented that if the bike rack were placed to the southwest of the site, 
it may not be noticed by those coming from the other direction and may not be utilized.  He stated 
that staff would prefer the location as proposed on the plan.   
 
MOTION HUSAIN, SECOND TURNHAM TO RECOMMEND APPROVAL OF CONDITIONAL 
USE PERMITS FOR A CLASS-I RESTAURANT WITH A DRIVE-THRU, AN OIL CHANGE 
AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE BUSINESS, AND TWO PRINCIPLE USES ON A SINGLE PARCEL AT 
5911 AND 5921 94TH AVENUE NORTH, SUBJECT TO CONDITIONS IN THE DRAFT 
RESOLUTION WITH CHANGES TO 3.01 AS DISCUSSED BY STAFF. 
 
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
Planning Director Mogush stated the public hearing item is scheduled to be reviewed at the City 
Council meeting on March 28, 2022. 
 
7. OTHER BUSINESS 
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A. Chicken Ordinance – Zoning Code amendment to modify regulations regarding chickens 

at residential properties. 
 
Neighborhood House Supervisor Michelle Peterson reviewed proposed ordinance changes that 
would allow for the keeping of hen chickens.  She provided background on previous 
considerations on this topic throughout the past ten years, resident requests to keep chickens, 
along with resident survey results and community engagement.  She noted that staff used 
comments received from the 2019 and 2021 surveys, along with comments from the City Council 
in order to draft a proposed ordinance that would address the concerns related to the keeping of 
chickens.  She noted that the proposed ordinance amendments would be found in Chapters 92, 
94, and 152 and reviewed the proposed changes.   
 
Commissioner Kiekow referenced the community outreach that was completed noting that it 
appears to have been written with a bias towards along chickens to be raised in the community.  
He commented that he believes it is a cultural thing rather than a racial issue.  He noted that for 
the information provided on neighboring community regulations, some cities allow chickens on 
agricultural properties or educational uses which then means that it is not really allowed for 
residential areas.  He stated that if this moves forward, someone will need to police this and asked 
who would be tasked to that duty.  He asked how soon complaints could be addressed and what 
would occur for violations.  He believed that farm animals belong on a farm and only domestic 
animals should be allowed in the city.   
 
Commissioner Turnham asked if there would be future plans to allow for quail and duck. 
 
Neighborhood House Supervisor Michelle Peterson stated that this change would only allow for 
chickens.  She noted that ducks and quail would continue to not be allowed but noted that staff 
has responded to complaints on the keeping of both. 
 
Acting Commission Chair Vosberg agreed that the comparison city information was not clearly 
written.  She expressed concern with bringing farm animals into the city, although she did 
understand the concept.  She was unsure that the City was prepared to regulate this activity and 
was concerned that this would get out of control as it would be a low priority for enforcement 
officers.  She stated that she is not in favor of allowing chickens as she believes they belong on 
a farm or areas with more space. 
 
Neighborhood House Supervisor Michelle Peterson replied that Edina does allow for up to four 
hens but would allow up to 18 for educational purposes.  She acknowledged that the chart may 
have been difficult to understand.   
 
Commissioner Husain stated that he supports this and would be fine with someone having 
chickens.  He commented that this would allow four hens at a home in the backyard which would 
be fenced and covered and would not cause an issue.  He noted that not every home will keep 
chickens and he supports allowing people to live how they want to live as long as it does not 
impact others.   
 
Acting Commission Chair Vosberg commented that she believed this was informational and did 
not require action. 
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Neighborhood House Supervisor Michelle Peterson clarified that a recommendation is needed for 
the City Council. 
 
Commissioner Klonowski commented that she is in favor of the changes and would support 
someone having the freedom to have a few chickens in their backyard.  She stated that she would 
prefer to see chickens over a tractor trailer in the driveway. 
 
MOTION KLONOWSKI, SECOND HUSAIN TO RECOMMEND APPROVAL OF CODE 
AMENDMENT #22-AMENDING SECTIONS 152.243, 152.243, 152.263 & 152.292 OF CITY 
CODE PERTAINING TO THE KEEPING OF CHICKENS. 
 
MOTION CARRIED 3-2 (Vosberg and Kiekow opposed). 
 
8. DISCUSSION ITEMS  
 
 
9. INFORMATION ITEMS 
 

A. Council Comments 
 
Council Liaison West-Hafner noted that the Council recently approved the items the Commission 
recommended for approval at its December meeting.  She noted that she continues to bring 
attention to issues of traffic and the U-turn issue discussed by the Commission earlier tonight.   
 

B. Commission comments 
 
No comments. 
 

C. Staff Comments 
 
Planning Director Mogush extended apologies for the technical difficulties for those that desired 
to participate virtually tonight.  He recognized that this is the last regular meeting for 
Commissioners Vosberg and Kisch who have served the community in many different ways over 
the years and thanked them for their service.  He noted that the Commission members will be 
recognized by the Council on April 26th.  He stated that the Commission will next meet in 
worksession in two weeks.   
 
Commissioner Husain stated that it has been a pleasure to work with Commissioners Vosberg 
and Kisch and wished them the best.   
 
Councilmember West-Hafner commented that the Council completed interviews for the vacant 
positions and thanked Commissioners Kisch and Vosberg for their service and dedication to the 
City. 
 
Commissioner Klonowski asked the next steps for the 610 site previously discussed. 
 
Planning Director Mogush commented that item was on the EDA agenda on February 22nd related 
to the park and ride site.  He stated that development recommendations were reviewed, and the 
next step would be turning those recommendations into an RFP for development of the site.   
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10. ADJOURNMENT 
 
Acting Commission Chair Vosberg adjourned the meeting at 9:36 PM.  
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Todd A. Larson 
Senior Planner  
 


