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  APROVED MINUTES 
 
MINUTES OF THE BROOKLYN PARK PLANNING COMMISSION 
WORK SESSION MEETING – February 23, 2022 

Those present were: Commissioners: Cavin, Kiekow, Klonowski, Turnham, and Udomah; Council 
Liaison West-Hafner; Planning Director Mogush; Senior Planner Larson. 

 
Those not present: Syed, Kisch, and Vosberg. 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER 

 
Commissioner Klonowski called the meeting to order at 7:01PM 

 
2. DISCUSSION ITEMS 

a. Zoning Code Update – Paul Mogush 
 

Setbacks in the Business districts 
 
Planning Director Mogush introduced the first topic of setbacks in the Business districts. The current code 
is a 50 ft minimum setback from the street.  Staff is considering lowering that minimum and would like 
Planning Commission feedback. 
 
Commissioners and City staff discussed the historic reasoning behind the current setback, if developers 
were asking for a change, how these fit in with the 2040 plan, and where these changes would be 
applicable. 
 
Planning Director Mogush shared examples from other cities that do not have the same setback 
requirements to show what it would look like in our business districts. The commissioners and City Staff 
discussed the benefits of this and why it might be advantageous to change the code to give more flexibility 
to the developers. 
 
Solar Requirements 
Senior Planner Larson introduced the second topic of solar panel requirements. The current proposed 
change is to allow free standing solar panels up to 50% of the square footage of the house footprint. 
 
The commissioners discussed the proposed change, the potential need for cosmetic requirements or 
nuisance issues. Senior Planner Larson explained that we do not regulate cosmetic design, but we can 
address reflection and other things under the nuisance rules. 
 
The commissioners and Senior Planner Larson discussed what the 50% rule would look like and if 
additional caps may be needed. Senior Planner Larson advised we can make changes to the 
recommendation if needed like rewording to “50% of the square footage yet not to exceed XXXX square 
footage. 
 
Basement Requirement for Residential Homes 
Planning Director Mogush introduced the final topic of basement requirements for residential homes. The 
current code requires basements of 50% depth for residential homes for 50% of the footprint. Consultant 
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WSB had previously looked into what other communities in the Twin Cities are doing basement 
requirements are not common around the metro area. 
 
The Commissioners and City Staff discussed what the benefits might be of a requirement like this. 
Planning Director Mogush shared that it can be safety from weather and built-in storage for belongings 
that might otherwise be stored elsewhere. 
 
The Commissioners discussed the cons: not all residential properties require this (apartments, multifamily 
units etc), less flexibility for homeowners and developers, and cost. They also discussed the pros: The 
cost is minimal to add a basement when doing a new build, it adds equity to the property, provides 
storage, square footage, and safety.  
 
Commissioners Kiekow indicated that he prefers to leave the code as-is. Commissioners Cavin, 
Klonowski, and Udomah indicated support for the change. 
 
3. INFORMATION ITEMS 

 
4. OTHER BUSINESS 

A. Commissioner Openings 
Planning Direct Mogush: The Planning Commission seat held by Xp Lee is now open plus two 
members are moving off so we will have 3 new members soon. Reminder about the new officers 
starting in April. 

 
5. ADJOURNMENT 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:09PM 

 
Respectfully Submitted,  
Devon Miller 
Planning Program Assistant 
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