
Park Pages • March/April 2022

EAST DISTRICT

XP LEE
763-493-8010 voicemail

xp.lee@brooklynpark.org
(Elected through 2024)

TERRY PARKS
763-493-8097 voicemail

terry.parks@brooklynpark.org 
(Elected through 2022)

CENTRAL DISTRICT

BOYD MORSON
763-493-8040 voicemail

boyd.morson@brooklynpark.org 
 (Elected through 2024)

TONJA WEST-HAFNER
763-493-8372 voicemail

tonja.west-hafner@brooklynpark.org 
(Elected through 2022)

WEST DISTRICT

SUSAN PHA
763-315-8496 voicemail

susan.pha@brooklynpark.org 
(Elected through 2024)

WYNFRED RUSSELL
763-315-8442 voicemail

wynfred.russell@brooklynpark.org 
(Elected through 2022)Ci
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BROOKLYN 
PARK 
CITY 

COUNCIL

LISA JACOBSON, MAYOR
763-493-8146 voicemail

lisa.jacobson@brooklynpark.org 
(Elected through 2022)

City of Brooklyn Park Newsletter

IN THIS ISSUE:
Secretary of State  

visits Brooklyn Park

Mississippi Gateway  
Park Development design

Seeking new vendors for 
 the Farmers Market 

Meet your new East District Council person
Xiongpao “Xp” Lee wins the East District 
A special election was held on Tuesday, February 8 for the vacant East District Council 
seat — a position that was left open after Lisa Jacobson was elected Mayor in 2021.  

Xiongpao "Xp" Lee was one of four candidates in the running along with  
LaDawn Severin, Benjamin Osemenam, and Abraham Bah. Lee won with 45.5%  
of the vote, leading in 8 out of 9 precincts and tying in one with candidate Severin.  

Meet Councilmember Lee 
Xp Lee is a 6-year resident of Brooklyn Park and currently works as COVID 
Community Coordinator Lead with the Minnesota Department of Health. He was 
also heavily involved with the 2020 Census and is a former employee of the city  
of Brooklyn Park with the Community Engagement team. 

Continued on page 5... 
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Mississippi Gateway design reaches a milestone!
The schematic design phase of the Mississippi Gateway (formerly Coon 
Rapids Dam) Regional Park Redevelopment project is now complete! 
Schematic design represents about one-third of the design of a major 
project such as this. It shows how key elements like buildings, play areas, 
walkways, trails and other project features are arranged on the land and 
can be used by park guests and staff. The schematic design confirms 
the overall project scope, scale and timeline. The design will continue to 
develop throughout 2022, followed by the start of construction.

Meet Risikat Adesaogun, our new 
Communications Manager in the 
Administration Department! Risikat was 
formerly the Press Secretary and Deputy 
Communications Director for Minnesota 
Secretary of State, Steve Simon. Prior to that, she 
worked for the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency, communicating 
about environmental issues and influencing policy. 

When asked what she was looking forward to most about her new role, 
Risikat said, “I was born and raised right here in Brooklyn Park. This is the 
city that made me. I can't think of a more exciting time to take on this 
work and serve our beloved community.” 

When she isn’t working with media, writing speeches, or managing her 
talented Communications team, Risikat can be found training in classical 
ballet, baking artisan breads, or spending time with her pug, Maya.

When asked about Risikat working for the city, Jay Stroebel, City 
Manager  responded, “We are thrilled to have Ms. Adesaogun join our 
Brooklyn Park team. With her experience, background and personal 
knowledge of our community, she is well prepared to take our internal 
and external communication efforts to the next level.” 

Meet Risikat Adesaogun, 
Brooklyn Park’s new 
Communications 
Manager

Project Schedule
The project design phase is anticipated to take all of this year. None of the 
construction is planned to occur in 2022; however, initial construction work 
could start as early as 2023. A more detailed schedule will be developed 
closer to the completion of the design phase. The project remains on 
schedule for a grand opening in 2026. 

Learn more
Learn more about the project and sign up to receive e-mail updates at: 
https://www.threeriversparks.org/page/mississippi-gateway-redevelopment

Secretary of State  
visits Brooklyn Park  
on Special Election Day
As telecast on CCX Media, Minnesota  
Secretary of State, Steve Simon visited  
a polling place inside the Salvation Army  
on Noble Parkway in Brooklyn Park on  
Special Election Day, Tuesday, February 8.  
Voters cast a ballot to fill a vacant council seat representing the East District, 
the seat vacated when Lisa Jacobson became mayor. 

Simon said he routinely visits polling places to talk with workers and check on 
the process. He emphasized that even though this is a special election, it’s run 
the same way as other elections. “I hope that people look at this process and 
gain confidence in the way this city and so many cities around Minnesota run 
elections. It’s run very professionally, by people who are nonpolitical, ethical, 
and thorough,” said Simon. 

Simon also said Minnesotans should be proud that the state traditionally has 
high voter turnout.

“We should be really proud as Minnesotans that our people lean in and 
tend to vote in big numbers. In the 2020 election for the third time in a row, 
Minnesota was number one in America for voter turnout,” said Simon. “I would 
bet that the special election today in Brooklyn Park would have higher turnout 
than similar elections in other jurisdictions, other suburbs in other states. In 
Minnesota, we like to vote, doesn’t matter whether you are red, blue, or other. 
We like to lean in, We like to vote and this is an example of that.” 

https://www.threeriversparks.org/page/mississippi-gateway-redevelopment


On-street parking is not allowed when there are two or more inches of snow or when a snow 
emergency is declared. When a snow emergency is called, vehicles may not park on city streets 
until the full width of the street has been plowed. Vehicles left on the street can be ticketed 
and towed. 

Where to park 
If you do not have access to off-street parking during a snow emergency, you may park 
your vehicle at an approved snow emergency parking lot for up to 24 hours after a snow 
emergency is called. Find a map of locations at www.brooklynpark.org/snow 

Stay informed of snow emergencies

• Email or text - Go to www.brooklynpark.org/subscribe  
and subscribe to snow emergency notifications  
to get an email or text message for when  
a snow emergency is called.

• Online at the City’s website: 
www.brooklynpark.org

• Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/brooklynparkmn

Snow or no snow, overnight parking  
is not allowed 
Regardless of weather conditions, from  
November 1 to March 31 vehicles parked  
on city streets between 2 a.m. to 5 a.m.  
can be ticketed and towed.  

Don’t get towed when it snows

Brooklyn Park Community  
Garage Sales — Save the Dates!
Garage Sales will be May 19–21
Registration to host a garage sale
will be open March 23–April 25
www.brooklynpark.org/garagesale
 

Charter Commission  
Recruitment
If you’re interested in constitutional law or other 
issues, the Charter Commission may be a good 
fit. Its 11 members meet the second Wednesday 
of every month at 7 p.m. The monthly time 
commitment is usually two to three hours.

The Charter Commission reviews and makes 
recommendations on the city’s legal framework, 
called a charter. The Hennepin County 
Chief Judge makes all Charter Commission 
appointments..

Commissioners must lawfully reside in the City 
of Brooklyn Park. Charter Commission members 
must be U.S. qualified voters. 

The deadline for submitting an application to 
serve on the Charter commission is April 15.

Applications are available on the city website 
www.brooklynpark.org, or at the City Hall 
customer service desk. You may also call  
763-493-8001 to request an application or to  
get additional information on the commission.

CEAP Food Drive!
CEAP is hosting a food drive this Spring. Support your neighbors with a donation! 
Donate from March 1 to April 8

March 1 to April 8, Brooklyn Park will be supporting 
a local food shelf, CEAP, a nonprofit organization 
that provided 1.5 million pounds of food to 
thousands of Brooklyn Park neighbors over the  
past year. 

You can find donation containers at 
two Brooklyn Park locations below:

City Hall, 5200 85th Ave. N
Community Activity Center, 5600 85th Ave. N

Deadline extended to join  
a city commission 
The January-February 2022 Park Pages invited 
Brooklyn Park residents to apply for city 
commissions and that deadline has been 
extended to February 15. This year the city 
is adding seats to commissions that will be 
dedicated for young adults ages 18–24. Call  
763-493-8001 to request an application or to  
get additional information on the commissions.
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Brooklyn Park is an ideal place 
to locate your business.
Small businesses are the backbone of our 
economy. For the most up-to-date information 
on City, State, and Federal resources to help your 
business start and grow in Brooklyn Park visit 
Brooklyn Park Business Resources

Services include:
• Identifying financing 

alternatives
• Assisting in identifying 

available locations
• Coordinating various city 

approvals
• Organizing meetings 

with appropriate public and private sector 
representatives

• A reliable, responsive information resource.

Scan the code above to visit the business 
resources site; view the many resources available 
from the city for businesses.

Scan to go to the page for 
brooklynpark.org/businesses

What is happening in Brooklyn Park?  
Find out on the website!
www.brooklynpark.org
Something's BUZZING! Learn about beekeeping in Brooklyn Park
https://arcg.is/145ru9

Something’s CLUCKING! Learn more about the future of chickens in Brooklyn Park 
https://arcg.is/1Tyiqn1

There’s a lot DEVELOPING! Learn about what’s developing in the city of Brooklyn Park
https://arcg.is/1WCL4H 

There’s even more improving!... check out PARKS IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS  
(updates on Park Bond projects) 
https://www.brooklynpark.org/city-projects/park-improvement-projects/

Jobs—activities—community engagement—and so much more... check out your city website!

http://www.brooklynpark.org/subscribe
http://www.brooklynpark.org
https://www.facebook.com/brooklynparkmn  
http://www.brooklynpark.org
http://www.brooklynpark.org 
https://arcg.is/145ru9
https://arcg.is/1Tyiqn1
https://arcg.is/1WCL4H
https://www.brooklynpark.org/city-projects/park-improvement-projects/
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Active Aging
SPRING

RESOURCE 
FAIR 

FRIDAY, MAY FRIDAY, MAY 20 20 
9 am – 2 pm9 am – 2 pm  

Community Activity Center Community Activity Center 
5600 855600 85thth Ave N, Brooklyn Park, MN 55443 Ave N, Brooklyn Park, MN 55443

Farmers Market expands to include specialty items and crafts

Snowshoe Saturday
Ever wanted to try snowshoeing?  
Enjoy a winter adventure on snowshoes! 
Search for animal tracks, visit places that are 
inaccessible in summer and take in the quiet 
beauty of winter. Equipment provided. Free; 
registration required.
Brookdale Park, 7650 June Avenue N
SATURDAY, March 12, 10 am – 12 pm

April scavenger hunt
Every Wednesday, for four weeks, staff from 
Recreation & Parks will place a painted picture 
on a trail somewhere in the city. This could be 
in a park or on any one of our city trails. Once 
you find the masterpiece, please take a selfie 
showing you and the picture and post on 
FB (try not to give any clues away from your 
picture). If you find all four pictures/logos,  
you will get a prize!

• Week 1: April 6   — Mill City Credit Union logo
• Week 2: April 13 — A river
• Week 3: April 20 — City of Brooklyn Park logo
• Week 4: April 27 — Spud McTater

Thanks to Mill City a Division of City & County  

Credit Union for sponsoring prizes! Call 763-493-8333 
with questions.

SPONSORSHIP

To learn more about Brooklyn Park event sponsorship, email: 
jake.patton@brooklynpark.org or call 763-493-8371

The Brooklyn Park Farmers Market will return to the 
Community Activity Center this year and will have 
new and exciting market offerings!

The 2022 market is expanding its vendor list to 
include craft and specialty items such as handmade 
soaps, sweets and dog treats, while maintaining a 
variety of seasonal produce.

According to Events Coordinator and Farmers 
Market Manager, Jake Patton,  “We are excited to 

offer more than just produce this season!  
With that said, we are looking to our talented 
local community members to sell their specialty 
items at our 2022 market.”

Opening day is slated for Wednesday,  
July 6, 2022 from 2–6 p.m.

To learn more about the Farmers Market  
or to become a vendor, please visit  
www.brooklynpark.org/farmersmarket

http://www.brooklynpark.org/farmersmarket


S)

Clothing Conundrum

Tales from Tim’s Recycling Bin 
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New council member 
(continued from page one)

Earth Day clean up 
Lee has a strong background in volunteerism, 
serving on Brooklyn Park’s Planning Commission, 
the Police and Racial Justice Committee, the Fire 
Department Strategic Plan team, the Center for 
Hmong Arts and Talent board and more. Priorities 
for Lee include economic development, crime 
and law enforcement, youth engagement and 
leadership, furthering equity work, and bringing 
neighbors together. When asked what he was 
most looking forward to as Brooklyn Park’s  
newest East District Council Member, Xp said, 

“Getting to know the residents better”.

Pick up the Park with a park pick up pack! 
The Recreation and Parks Department is 
excited to continue the Earth Day Clean 
Up tradition. This year you can honor Earth 
Day and celebrate your community from 
April 18 through the 22nd by adopting a 
park to clean up. Brooklyn Park Fleet Farm 
is donating bags and your pack of supplies 
will be available for pick up from 8 a.m.  
to 8 p.m.  Stop by the Brooklyn Park 
Community Activity Center, 5600 85th  
Ave N to choose the park you will cleaning 
up and to pick up your park pick up pack.

A few years back a friend took the 40 Bags 
Challenge. That’s where you commit to 
removing 40 bags worth of household clutter 
within 40 days. Turns out the number one 
thing in those bags was clothes. 

She wasn’t alone in having too many unworn 
and unwanted items. When other friends 
she inspired to take the challenge began 
going through their stuff – men and women 
found they had more clothes than they could 
possibly use. Those skinny jeans we delude 
ourselves into thinking will fit again. Or that 
impulse-buy t-shirt with a slogan that was 
only funny years ago.

Those bags were dutifully donated to local 
charities. If you feel Challenged this year, 
please donate – charities need your old 
clothes. 

Seems many of you are looking to offload 
clothes. It’s the number one searched item on 
the Waste Wizard that’s on our website and 
the Brooklyn Park HRG Recycling app. 

A few of you have followed up to ask, “What if 
my clothes are unusable?” Simple Recycling, 
the company that previously collected 
unusable clothing, pulled out of Minnesota a 
few years back leaving us with few options.

Here’s what I know. Larger organizations such 
as Goodwill and Salvation Army send unusable 
clothes made with natural fibers – say 100% 
cotton, linen, or wool, to the rag market. Label 
your donation bag “Rags” so they know not to 
waste time trying to sort it for re-sale.

Clothes made with synthetics or blends won’t 
work as rags. Those items need to go in your 
trash.

Until next time, challenge yourself to clear the 
clutter my friends.

Tim Pratt, Recycling Manager 
Operations and Maintenance

Bins and barrels sale
Help yourself, help your wallet and help your 
earth at the same time.

Purchase a rain barrel and/or a compost bin at a 
reduced price through the Recycling Association 
of Minnesota (RAM). Starting in March you can 
pre-order a bin, or barrel on the RAM website 
http://recycleminnesota.org/work/compost-bins-
rain-barrels/ 

Brooklyn Park residents get a $20 discount, and 
you may also choose to pick up your order at the 
Operations & Maintenance Facility, 8300 Noble 
Ave. on Saturday, May 7. Use the discount code 
BP20Off when ordering.

Food scraps such as fruit and vegetable peels, 
stale bread, wilted lettuce, coffee grounds, egg 
shells, and tea bags as well as weeds, faded 
flowers, and vines are among the things you can 
put into your compost instead of your garbage. 
Compost can be used as mulch and plant food 
in your yard. Keeping organic waste out of your 
garbage reduces your trash volume so you could 
switch to a smaller garbage cart and save money.

Capture rain in a rain barrel and have a free 
source of water for your garden. In addition to 
saving you money, rain barrels can keep moisture 
away from your foundation and prevent debris 
from washing into our storm sewers.

Special materials drop-off day
Spring cleaning may leave you with a pile of stuff 
to get rid of. Here’s your chance to recycle those 
items that can be recycled but can’t go in your 
recycling cart.

Drop-off your mattresses, electronics, appliances, 
tires, scrap metal, bikes, batteries and more at the 
Operations & Maintenance facility, 8300 Noble 
Ave N. on Saturday, April 30 from 8 am to 3 pm. 
Fees may be charged for some items. There will 
also be free paper shredding.

Staff can help unload items. Please put your 
items in your trunk, hatch, or pickup bed so that 
workers can remove items without going into 
passenger areas of your vehicle. Pay with check 
or cash.

For more information including a complete list of 
what is accepted, and fees call 763-493-8006 or 
visit www.brooklynpark.org/recycling-events

2022 Brooklyn Park Arbor Day tree sale
Save some green while bringing green to your yard. 

The city is offering bare-root trees at a low cost; choose from different varieties. Visit the city 
website  at www.brooklynpark.org/arborday for details about the trees and how to order, or call 
763-493-8333. There is a limit of ten trees per household.

Once ordered, you can pick up your trees between 8 –11 am on Saturday, May 7, 2020, at Brooklyn 
Park Operations & Maintenance, 8300 Noble Avenue N.

Water efficient appliance rebate
The city of Brooklyn Park is offering a rebate to homeowners who switch to more water efficient 
appliances.

Owners of efficient water softeners and irrigation systems controllers can earn a $100  
rebate, while those who own efficient toilets and clothes washers can earn a $50 rebate.

Here’s what you can do to receive a rebate:

—Replace your existing appliance
—Submit a rebate application and your receipt to the city

Water softeners need to be a demand-initiated model to qualify for the rebate.  
For irrigation system controllers and toilets make sure they are Water Sense rated.  
Clothes washers must be Energy Star rated.

More information and the rebate form can be found on the City’s website at  
www.brooklynpark.org/housing/water-rebate/ You can also call 763-493-8007.

Act now, because the rebates for irrigation system controllers, clothes washers, and toilets ends 
June 30. 

Yard waste site opens April 1 
No fooling – you can get rid of those leaves, brush and other yard waste for free at the  
Maple Grove Yard Waste Site starting April 1. The site is located at 10300 Maple Grove Parkway. 
The hours are Monday–Saturday, 8 am to 7 pm and Sunday noon to 7 pm.  For more information, 
visit www.mgyardwaste.com or call 763-420-4886.

http://recycleminnesota.org/work/compost-bins-rain-barrels/ 
http://recycleminnesota.org/work/compost-bins-rain-barrels/ 
http://www.brooklynpark.org/arborday
http://www.brooklynpark.org/housing/water-rebate/
http://www.mgyardwaste.com


NORTH HENNEPIN COMMUNITY COLLEGE

@NorthHennepin @NorthHennepin@NorthHennepin 
CommunityCollege

Equal Opportunity Educator and Employer. To receive this information in an alternative format, call 763-493-0555 (Voice) or via the Minnesota Relay at 1-800-627-3529. 

nhcc.edu

Excellence in Education Awardee
Congratulations to Therese Rice, accounting faculty and recipient of the 2022 
NHCC Excellence in Education award! The annual award recognizes faculty 
whose work exemplifies integrity, innovation, thoughtfulness, and commit-
ment to our mission. Therese said she was pleasantly surprised to receive the 
award. “I feel really grateful, it’s a real honor. I love working with students and I 
love helping them to get that ‘aha’ lightbulb moment.” 

Before becoming a teacher, Therese worked as an accounting practitioner. 
She said teaching happened by chance, and it just felt right. “I got hooked! 
One semester rolled into the next and I’ve been teaching for nearly 32 years 
now.” For Therese, teaching accounting is most rewarding when she sees stu-
dents excel because of their own enthusiasm. “The key is to help students get 
excited about what they’re doing and what they’re learning. I try to help them 
find their own passion to accomplish the tasks at hand.” Read more at 
nhcc.edu/thereserice.

Congratulations to 
Jeanette Rupert, 
2022 Distinguished Alumni

Tips on paying for college 

Proud recipient of the ‘HEED’ National Diversity Award for our commitment to racial equity.

Engaging Students, Changing Lives

How do I apply for Financial Aid? 
The first step is to complete the Free Application for Federal Student Aid 
(FAFSA) at fafsa.gov. The FAFSA is used to determine your financial need 
and eligibility for federal and state financial aid programs, including grants 
(free money), work study (money earned), and loans (money borrowed). 
It is also required for need-based scholarships. It is important to submit 
the FAFSA as early as possible to access the maximum amount of resourc-
es. NHCC scholarships open February 11. With one application, it’s easy to 
apply and be eligible for many more! Visit nhcc.edu/scholarships to view 
more than 100+ scholarships. Also, check with your high school, community 
organizations, professional organizations, and your employer for scholar-
ship opportunities.

JOIN US FOR OPEN HOUSE
Tuesday, April 12, 3-7pm.

• Apply for free and get help with your application
• Learn about financial aid and scholarships
• Meet program instructors and staff

Learn more and RSVP at nhcc.edu/openhouse

“Be the change you want 
to see in the world,” words 
Jeanette Rupert, NHCC alum 
and 18-year nursing veteran, 
lives by. Serving the orthope-
dics unit of Methodist Hospital, 
she requested a transfer to 
the COVID unit. When George 
Floyd was murdered, she and 
community members start-
ed 612 MASH (Minneapolis 
All Shall Heal). Rupert says 
she “feels called to certain 
things,” leading her to Daunte 
Wright’s family to provide 
spiritual and emotional sup-
port (as a licensed minister). 
Add recent honors by Major 
League Baseball and the Min-
nesota Vikings and you know 
why she is also NHCC’s 2022 
Distinguished Alumni of the 
year! Read more at nhcc.edu/
nursejeanette.

We know paying for college can often seem like 
a daunting and confusing task, but it doesn’t 
have to be! NHCC Director of Financial Aid Kristi 
L’Allier answers 4 frequently asked questions 
(How do I apply? How much aid can I receive? 
Am I eligible if I’m not a U.S. citizen? Who do I 
contact for help?). Find the full Q&A on our blog 
at nhcc.edu/finaidfaq. 

Visit nhcc.edu/dei for more information 

UPCOMING EVENTS

Women’s History Month
March 24

Earth Week
April 18-22

IMPORTANT DATES
FEB. 11 – MAY 13: Apply for Scholarships  

MARCH 16: Register for Summer Courses  

MARCH 25: Register for Fall Courses 

SAVE THE DATE

STAGES OF 
EQUITY 2022

APRIL 28–30

JOIN US FOR 3 DAYS OF PERFORMANCES 
& CONVERSATIONS WITH BIPOC ARTISTS

youtube.com/
NorthHennepin




