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Brooklyn Park Charter Commission Minutes 
Wednesday, December 11, 2019 at 7:00 p.m.        
Donnay Room, Village Creek South Precinct  

7608 Brooklyn Boulevard 
 
1. Call to Order/Roll Call 
 
Chair Scott Simmons called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. Members present were:  
Gordy Aune, Jr., Mary Ann Bishman, Barbara Bor, John Irvin, Evans Odhiambo, Beatrice Otieno, 
Scott Simmons, David Williams, Council Liaison Lisa Jacobson, Staff Liaison Devin Montero.  
 
Absent: Commissioners John Hultquist (excused) and Dennis Secara (excused) 
 
2.  Additions/Approval of the Agenda of December 11, 2019 
 
Motion Commissioner Aune, Jr., seconded Commissioner Bishman, to approve the agenda 
as presented. The motion carried unanimously. 
 
3. Approval of Minutes 
  
Motion Commissioner Aune, Jr., seconded by Commissioner Irvin to approve the October 
9, 2019 minutes as presented.  The motion carried unanimously.  
 
4.Old Business  
 
4.1 Amendments to Chapter 9, Section 9.04 and Chapter 11, Sections 11.01 and 11.02. 
 
Chair Simmons briefed the Commissioners on the Council action needed to amend the Charter.  
He stated the Commissioners needed to pass the proposed amendments tonight and sent to  
the Council to set a date for the public hearing and first reading of the ordinance amendment  
to the city charter. The commissioners reviewed the proposed amendments. 
 
Chair Simmons stated the “comma” preceding the proposed word “that” in Section 11.01  
should be removed. 
 
Commissioner Bor stated she would like to have more discussion on the proposed changes to  
Section 9.04. She stated that under “C. DUTIES,” Factors 1 through 4. She stated  
that Factor #1, “Public reaction as determined from informal public meetings or surveys.” She  
stated “reaction” was a very subjective term and could be “public input or public  
response.” She stated if they were looking for the descriptive reaction, thought it was hard to  
define based on how they looked at it. She stated she wasn’t clear what the intent of that was and  
didn’t remember a discussion on it. 
 
Chair Simmons stated they didn’t discuss the four factors other than separating the sentence after  
the fourth factor. 
 
Commissioner Aune, Jr. asked if any new changes the Commissioners proposed had to  
go back to the CLIC for review. 
 
Chair Simmons stated the Charter Commission was the final gatekeepers to the Charter and was  
up to the Charter Commission’s discretion if they wanted to send it back.  He stated it  
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was within their domain to make that grammatical word change if there was a more appropriate  
way to say how they gauged a response from the public meetings or surveys. He stated he was  
comfortable making that word change without changing the perceived intent.   
 
Commissioner Bor stated it was more objective and thought it would be better perceived if  
someone looked at that sentence. She stated that edit didn’t change the intent and softened it  
somewhat and was neutral.   
 
Chair Simmons stated reaction seemed to be more rougher word and if there was consensus 
from the Commission to make that change he didn’t think the CLIC was going to have issues with 
it.   
 
Commissioner Aune, Jr., agreed with Commissioner Bor to changing it to “response” because 
“reaction” seemed more adversarial. 
 
Chair Simmons stated the goal was to get a unanimous agreement by the Council on the 
proposed changes and if it was something the Commissioners were in agreement, he didn’t want 
to send it back to the CLIC for a vote because it was not a level of conflict on it.  
 
Commissioner Williams stated because of past communications with CLIC that had input on it, he 
thought the Charter Commission should make note of it to them and explain and not ask for 
another review.   
 
Chair Simmons stated the Staff Liaison could email the CLIC Chair and CLIC Staff liaison about 
the proposed change and the timeline. He stated the motion made would be as a package with 
the word “reaction” replaced with the word “response” and the comma preceding the proposed 
word “that” removed from Section 11.01 and to forward it for Council’s consideration. 
 
Motion Commissioner Aune, Jr., Second Commissioner Bor to accept the proposed 
amendments to Section 9.04 and Sections 11.01 and 11.02 with the addition of the two 
changes to Section 9.04, Section C, Factor #1, “reaction” to “response” and Section 11.01 
to remove the comma after the word “boundaries.” 
 
Commissioner Irvin asked if there could be changes made before the second reading. 
 
Chair Simmons stated changes could happen before the Council voted on the first reading and 
that was the point where most of the discussions occurred and considered.  
 
He suggested putting both Chairs as presenters for the public hearing because it was CLIC who 
came up with the changes and the Charter Commissioners considered it, debated it and  approved 
them. He asked to invite the CLIC Chair to the public hearing and it should be co-listed on the 
Council action form.   
 
The motion carried unanimously. 
 
5. Reports of Officers, Boards, and Standing Committees – None.  
 
Council Liaison Jacobson gave an update on: 
 

• Council passed the budget on Dec 9 
• 93rd Avenue Reconstruction between Regent Avenue and Zane Avenue 
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• Traffic Signal being installed at 93rd Avenue and Noble in the spring 
• Speed Limit Pilot on 93rd Avenue.  between Regent and Noble is 30 mph; from Zane on 

west is 50 mph; and the pilot will be from Regent to Zane from 50 mph to 40 mph will be 
in 2020. 

• New developments-Pulte Homes 
• East Fire Station reopening – September 2020 
• Hiring of 9 full time Firefighters 
• Excell Academy – Going into a joint partnership and will stay Fair Oaks Park; they will be 

able to put in a parking lot and playground;  
• Highway 252 project 
• Budget Advisory Commission presentation 
• Fire Relief Association going away and using the money spent on pension fund will be 

used on the new fire fighters 
 
Commissioner Irvin asked if the enhancements of the Fire Department lowered the fire rating for 
insurance purposes. He stated cities were rated whether they had a full-time Fire Department or 
volunteers and the insurance was based on that.  He stated the insurance he was referring was 
to the resident’s houses.  
 
Chair Simmons stated individual private homeowner’s insurances was impacted by the quality of 
the services the community provided.   
 
Council Liaison Jacobson stated she would send an email to the Fire Chief and ask that question. 
 
6. New Business – None.  
 
7. Correspondence/Communications 
      
7.1 Review of Charter Commission Work Plan  
 
Chair Simmons and Commissioners reviewed the Work Plan. He stated it included items they 
discussed throughout the year on standing items. He stated the source of Commission 
discussions could come from input from the Commissioners, Council, city attorney, and items they 
felt had merit and wanted discussion on it.   
 
He stated they didn’t have a large agenda for next year and if there were other items for discussion 
to let the Commissioners know.  
 
Commissioner Williams stated he tried to keep informed as to what other City Charter 
Commissions were doing.  He stated there might be innovative things going on in other cities and 
asked if there was a way they could somehow do a review, periodically of what other Commissions 
were doing of interest to see if the Brooklyn Park Charter Commission was staying current.   
 
Chair Simmons stated some Commissions didn’t meet more than their mandated amount of 
meeting at twice a year.   
 
Council Liaison Jacobson asked if there was any merit to run some scenarios since the Census 
was coming. She stated to do scenarios ahead of time around what the lever would be that was 
pulled to change the districts. She stated they could get the numbers of new development, at the 
new development on TH610, and development on 93rd Avenue, to factor in some of those things. 
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She stated it could help to get some prework done on it.   
 
Chair Simmons stated there was a standing subcommittee on redistricting. He stated 
Commissioner Secara was chairing that subcommittee along with Commissioner Aune, Jr. He 
stated he didn’t know when the city must have the revised figures. 
 
Commissioner Aune, Jr. stated from the last meeting, they talked about it and thought they were 
waiting for the 2020 census information from the two organizations.   
 
Chair Simmons stated the city had good predictions where development was because they knew 
where things were being constructed and what the capacities were assuming those things come 
to fruition and got occupied. He thought it was something for the May or June meeting to see what 
the trend was. He asked what the actual date was when the city was  notified of the numbers and 
had to start the redistricting.   
 
Commissioner Williams stated it would be a significant task for the Commission and might be a 
good time to give the Commissioners a thumbnail of what that was going to mean and how that 
worked. He stated that anytime there was a 5% change in the existing boundaries then they 
looked at changing the boundaries.   
 
Chair Simmons stated the Charter Commission initiated the work on how they drew the Council 
Member boundaries base on what came out of the Census. He stated the inputs the Commission 
got was the City Managers Population Report which was after the results of the Census. He stated 
it was worth some discussion and didn’t know when the best timing would be for it.   
 
Council Liaison Jacobson stated it wouldn’t affect the 2020 election and the next time the city 
would have elections was in 2022 for the Mayor and a Council  Member in each district and had 
to redistrict by 2022. She stated getting some of the prework done might be a good task for the 
Commission as a whole and the subcommittee to look at what the levers were when they got the 
final numbers if A, B or C happened, they could be ready to present options.   
 
Chair Simmons stated the first election they would be using the new data and the new lines was 
for 2022.   
 
Commissioner Bor stated when they talked about it at a prior meeting, they talked about the 
evolution of a software where they could do an overlay and have those kinds of estimates to do 
those potential what ifs. She stated the League of Minnesota Cities did a nice orientation for those 
not being on a Charter Commission. She stated they gave a good overview for the purpose of the 
city that used that form of government and was an option they could look at. She stated she didn’t  
know if it was still available and would look into it and send information to the staff liaison when 
they offer it.   
 
Council Liaison Jacobson stated that realigning districts meant realigning precincts which meant 
looking for new polling places and it was a huge task on the City Clerk and team. She stated it 
would help to get ahead of it.   
 
Staff Liaison Montero stated in 2012 the Commission looked at scenarios for 3 districts and 6 
districts with one Council member representing each of the 6 districts. He stated the Charter 
Commission held community cafes and asked residents what they preferred and the majority 
wanted 3 districts.   
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Chair Simmons stated that could be part of the conversations for the Commission.  
 
Council Liaison Jacobson stated with six districts, it would limit the pool of people running for 
Council. She stated it was already difficult to find people to run in each district and the area where 
they would come from because they had to live in that district. She stated with 6 districts, and the 
area she represented would be cut in half. She stated if no one lived in that particular district then 
no one would run against the incumbent.   
 
Chair Simmons stated they could have “at large” seats too and thought the founders of the 
Brooklyn Park Charter didn’t want to do that. He gave an example of the Osseo School District 
where the Board Members were all at large and was the choice they made.   
 
Staff Liaison Montero asked if that was an item for the Work Plan.  
 
Chair Simmons stated it could be called redistricting pre-preparation.  
 
Commissioner Aune, Jr. stated that being on the Redistricting Subcommittee, he would relay that 
information to the Commissioner Secara, Redistricting Subcommittee Chair.  
 
Chair Simmons asked who the third member was on the Redistricting Subcommittee.  
 
Staff Liaison Montero stated Commissioner Sharon Arbeiter was on the Subcommittee before she 
resigned.  
 
Chair Simmons stated they would add a third person at the January meeting.  
 
Commissioner Williams stated that it might be worthwhile to have a meeting on what the issues 
were, how it got resolved and the pros and cons of going from two Council Members in each 
district to going to six districts.  He stated he would be interested to hear what the history was on 
it.  
 
Commissioner Aune, Jr., stated the Staff Liaison provided information from 2010 on what 
happened and how the procedures went and asked if that was what he was referring to.  
 
Commissioner Williams stated he had not thought about the concept before and would be 
interested in looking at what happened last time.   
 
He stated there was an article in the Star Tribune talking about a multi-city Council, where  
Brooklyn Park participated in on ways to draw out more of the community to take the Census that 
might be reluctant by new immigrants, not understanding what it was and not wanting to get 
involved in politics.  
 
Commissioner Bor stated at the last joint Council Commission meeting Ms. Shardlow, Community 
Engagement, they talked about the Census. She stated there were some very good things listed 
to participate and concerns with barriers.  
 
Staff Liaison Montero stated he would ask Ms. Shardlow if she could give an update on the 
Census 2020.  
 
Chair Simmons stated an update with a timetable, the promotion of the Census 2020 and 
engagement. He stated the Commissioners needed to be briefed on what the city was doing with 
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Census 2020.   
 
7.2  Charter Commission Web Page 
 
Chair Simmons briefed the Commissioners on the updated Charter Commission web page. He 
stated he tested the email link and it worked and received zero emails.   
 
Commissioner Aune, Jr., asked if anything was being done with the other Commissions.  
 
Staff Liaison Montero stated would be talking with the Staff Liaisons regarding the Chair being 
identified with an email link and the statement underneath the Commission’s directory.  
 
Chair Simmons stated all Commissions need to be told they had to have a means to contact the 
Commissioners and understood the law.    
 
8.  Adjournment    
 
Motion Commissioner Aune, second Commissioner Bishman to adjourn the meeting at 
8:03 p.m. The motion carried unanimously. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Devin Montero, Staff Liaison 
 


