
APPROVED MINUTES 

MINUTES OF THE BROOKLYN PARK PLANNING COMMISSION 
Regular Meeting – January 13, 2021 
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1. CALL TO ORDER 
 

The meeting was called to order at 7:06 PM. 
 
2. ROLL CALL/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
Those present were: Commissioners Herbers, Husain, Kisch, Kiekow, Mohamed, Muvundamina, 
and Vosberg; Council Liaison Jacobson; Senior Planner Larson; Planning Director Sherman.  
 
Those arrived late: Commissioners Mohamed and Muvundamina. 
 
Those not present were: Commissioner Morton-Spears.  
 
3. EXPLANATION BY CHAIR 
 
4. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
MOTION HUSAIN, SECOND HERBERS TO APPROVE THE JANUARY 13, 2021 AGENDA. 
 
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
5. ORGANIZATIONAL MEETING 
 

A.  Election of Officers 
 

a. Chair 
 

MOTION VOSBERG, SECOND HUSAIN TO NOMINATE COMMISSIONER KISCH FOR CHAIR.  
 
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.  
 

b.  Vice Chair 
 
MOTION HUSAIN, SECOND HERBERS TO NOMINATE COMMISSIONER VOSBERG FOR 
VICE-CHAIR.  
 
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.  
 

c.  General Officer 
 
MOTION VOSBERG, SECOND MUVUNDAMINA TO NOMINATE COMMISSIONER HUSAIN 
FOR GENERAL OFFICER.  
 
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.  
 

d.  Recreation and Parks Advisory Commission Liaison 
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Planning Director Sherman explained the Recreation and Parks Advisory Commission meets on 
the 3rd Wednesday of the month.  The liaison allows for development coordination and information 
sharing as it relates to parks.  The commitment can be split so that one commissioner takes the 
first half of the year, and a second commissioner takes the second half of the year.   
 
Commissioner Chair Kisch asked for volunteers.  
 
Planning Director Sherman clarified the role is required by the Commission's bylaws. 
 
Commissioner Husain asked if assigning this role could be postponed to a later meeting since 
some commissioners were not present. 
 
MOTION KISCH, SECOND VOSBERG TO ASSIGN THE RECREATION AND PARKS 
ADVISORY COMMISSION LIAISON AT THE NEXT MEETING. 
 
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.  
 

B.  Adoption of Bylaws 
 
Commissioner chair kish asked if the 2021 by laws included any changes as compared to the 
previous year.  
 
Planning director Sherman stated no changes were proposed.  
 
MOTION MOHAMED, SECOND VOSBERG TO ADOPT THE 2021 BYLAWS.  
 
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.  

 
6. CONSENT AGENDA 

 
A. Friends of Excell Academy (Karen Stovall) – Variance #20-126 to place monument sign 

9 feet closer to the 65th Avenue right-of-way at 5800 65th Avenue North. Continue until the 
February 10, 2021, meeting. 

B. Minutes – December 09, 2020 

 
MOTION HERBERS, SECOND VOSBERG TO APPROVE THE CONSENT AGENDA.  
 
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.  
 
7. PUBLIC HEARING 

 
A. Twin Cities Orthopedics (Frauenshuh, Inc. – Ross Hedlund) – Development Plan 

Amendment, Conditional Use Permit, and Plat #20-127 for a 39,080 square foot 2-story 
medical office building at 5601 96th Avenue North.  
Presented by: Todd Larson 

 
Senior Planner Larson introduced the application for a 14.7-acre site just east of Panera Bread 
and the future Raising Cane’s restaurant.  There are three components of the development 



 

City of Brooklyn Park 
Planning Commission Meeting Minutes  

January 13, 2021 – Regular Meeting 
  Page 3 of 6 

 

requests, the first is a development plan amendment. The development plan for 610 crossings 
was first approved in 2011, A retail area with Zane Ave to the West, Oak Grove Parkway to the 
North, 96th Ave and the Wickford Village townhomes to the East, and Hwy 610 to the South. The 
portion of the plan North of 96th Ave is a carryover from a 2002 development plan of Muir Park 
Village as part of Oxbow Commons, but that anticipated retail area never succeeded.  the land 
South of 96th Ave was not included in the 2002 development plan as it had a different property 
owner. TCF later included the parcels South of 96th Ave in the 2011 development plan which also 
looked to sell foreclosed properties on the northern portion of the site.   The northern portion was 
still designated for similar use as anticipated in the 2002 development plan, but the southern 
portion of the site included a gas station which later turned into Kwik trip, a hotel or office building 
which was modified to allow Panera and raising canes.  
 
The 14.7-acre site was anticipated for a big box retailer of approximately 120,000 square feet.  
The development plan amendment request to modify the big box site to allow for four smaller 
uses including: a 2-story medical office building, office space/retail, hotel, and a multifamily 
building.  The medical office building is part of the application in front of the Commission, but the 
other uses are mostly concept plans at this time. The development plan allows review of how the 
entire site will work together with elements such as shared driveways and storm water basins. 
There is an anticipated development proposal for one of the sites east of the medical office 
building for multifamily housing, but an official application has not been submitted. A community 
meeting for this proposal will be held next week. There is nothing specific in the works for the 
remaining office/retail/hotel site. The proposed medical office will be for Twin Cities Orthopedics.  
The building will be 2 stories and just under 40,000 square feet with potential for expansion.  There 
is space on the lot for TCO reserved for an affiliated healthcare user in a different building.     
 
The second component of the application is the plat that will subdivide the parcel into 3 new lots.  
The Twin Cities Orthopedics building will be to the north end of the lot with a reasonable amount 
of parking wrapping around the building. The south end of the lot will remain open for a second 
medical office of roughly 10,000 square feet, but there are no current plans or designs.  For now, 
the undeveloped portion will remain turfgrass.  The application includes plans that show the initial 
construction as well as plans for the future expansion on the TCO building in the hopes to have 
this pre-approved, so the user can submit for a building permit when they are ready to proceed 
with this phase of development rather than returning for Planning Commission and City Council 
review.  The building material is primarily brick, glass, and some metal accents panels. Staff 
recommends approval of the development plan amendment, the preliminary plat, and the 
conditional use permit.   
 
Ross Hedlund, representative of the applicant Frauenshuh Inc., Introduced himself to the 
Commission. He explained they believe the medical office building will be a positive and 
compatible addition to the surrounding uses, and they intentionally connected to the sidewalks 
and driveways of the surrounding development.  They tried to exceed the City’s requirements 
such as landscaping, access, drainage, and design.  The team for this project has completed six 
other TCO projects in the past few years, including Woodbury, Edina, Blaine, Vadnais Heights, 
Eagan and Waconia. He noted these projects have been positively received from their 
communities. 
 
Commissioner Chair Kisch opened the public hearing. 
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Janet Law, 9671 Toledo Lane North, registered for the public hearing, but stated she did not have 
any comments for the Commission.   
 
Seeing no one else registered to speak for the virtual public hearing, Commissioner Chair Kisch 
closed the public hearing. He explained any comments that come up can be forwarded to staff for 
inclusion in the City Council packet.  
 
Commissioner Chair Kisch asked if the second medical office building would be included on lot 1 
or if it would be a separate outlot. 
 
Senior Planner Larson Explained the submitted plans were a little inconsistent, but the preliminary 
plat will show the reserved space for a second building on lot 1. 
 
Commissioner Chair Kisch asked if a replat and formal review will be required if the portion of the 
site anticipated for a second medical office building is sold. 
 
Senior Planner Larson confirmed this was correct. 
 
Commissioner Chair Kisch pointed out that the plans do not show a sidewalk connection to the 
future building. He contemplated adding a condition for an internal connection to that portion of 
the site.    
 
Senior Planner Larson pointed out sidewalks that are included on the plans with the connection 
that does come down through the parking lot. Staff is confident the connection will be completed 
once the design of the second building is known.  
 
Commissioner Chair Kisch Asked if the second building on lot 1 will need to be formally reviewed 
for an additional conditional use permit. 
 
Senior Planner Larson confirmed this was correct. 
 
Commissioner Husain asked Where the bike racks were initially placed on the plans and where 
they are now anticipated to be located.  
 
Senior planner Larson confirmed the plans originally reflected by cracks on the Southwest corner 
of the building, however, the front door is located at the northeast corner.  Staff is recommending 
the bike racks be located closer to the front door in a large area containing more than enough 
landscaping. This is to prevent bicyclists from chaining their bike up to a sign or pole.  
 
MOTION HUSAIN, SECOND MUVUNDAMINA TO RECOMMEND APPROVAL OF AMENDED 

DEVELOPMENT PLAN #20-127 FOR “SIX TEN CROSSINGS 4th ADDITION,” SUBJECT TO 

CONDITIONS IN THE DRAFT RESOLUTION. 

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. COMMISSIONER VOSBERG NOT PRESENT FOR 
VOTE.  
 
MOTION HERBERS, SECOND KIEKOW TO RECOMMEND APPROVAL OF PRELIMINARY 

PLAT #20-127 FOR “SIX TEN CROSSINGS 4th ADDITION,” SUBJECT TO CONDITIONS IN THE 

DRAFT RESOLUTION. 
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MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. COMMISSIONER VOSBERG NOT PRESENT FOR 

VOTE. 

MOTION HERBERS, SECOND HUSAIN TO RECOMMEND APPROVAL OF CONDITIONAL 

USE PERMIT #20-127 FOR A MEDICAL OFFICE BUILDING AT 5601 96TH AVENUE NORTH, 

SUBJECT TO CONDITIONS IN THE DRAFT RESOLUTION. 

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. COMMISSIONER VOSBERG NOT PRESENT FOR 
VOTE. 
 
Commissioner Chair Kisch stated this proposal will go to City Council on January 25, 2021. 
 
8. OTHER BUSINESS (none) 
 
9. DISCUSSION ITEMS  

 

A. 2021 Work Plan 
 
Planning Director Sherman explain the 2021 Work Plan draft. She noted the plan is basically 
unchanged from 2020 since a lot of the work sessions were interrupted due to the pandemic.  The 
2021 plan will continue the zoning update.  The priority remains to be the development 
applications received by the city. She explained staff expects it will be a busy year based on 
discussions with a variety of potential applicants looking to develop projects such as multifamily 
housing, offices, and business parks.  The legal review is a popular topic for discuss, and it will 
remain on the work plan since it was not explored in 2020.  She added items can be added 
throughout the year as they come up as well but asked for feedback from commissioners as to 
additional topics they'd like to include.    
 
Commissioner Chair Kisch added he is looking forward to meeting with everyone in-person again. 
 
Planning Director Sherman explained the Planning Commission is following the direction of City 
Council as to whether meetings should be held virtually or in-person, and she will communicate 
with the Commission as soon as the format style can be changed back to in person.  She added 
that Erin Purdue from WSB is no longer with the company which will require some adjustments 
sense Erin was managing the zoning update work. The contract will still be managed by WSB 
and taken over by Molly Just.  The plan is to revisit the zoning update in April after the new 
commissioners are sworn in for the sake of continuity.  She added that City Council interviewed 
for a new commissioner in the last week, so an appointment is anticipated soon.  She explained 
commissioners up for re-appointment in April should have been contacted to submit an 
application.  
 
There were no additional comments provided by the Commission for the work plan.  
 
MOTION MUVUNDAMINA, SECOND HERBERS TO APPROVE THE 2021 WORK PLAN. 
 
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
10. INFORMATION ITEMS 
 

A. Council Comments  
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Council Liaison Jacobson reported that the City Council unanimously approved the Mister Car 
Wash development.  
 

B. Commission Comments (none) 
 

C. Staff Comments 
 
Planning Director Sherman added that there will be a special election for mayor since Mayor 
Lunde was elected to the Hennepin County Board. Intel then Tonja West-Hafner is the Mayor pro 
temp. 
 
Senior Planner Larson added that there will be a virtual community meeting on Thursday, January 
21st, at 6 PM for the Enclave Apartments proposal on the northeast portion of the 610 Crossings 
site next to the proposed Twin Cities Orthopedics building.  As a part of the outreach process for 
multifamily housing, proposals must be reviewed at a series of neighborhood meetings followed 
by one large community meeting that is open to anyone in the City of Brooklyn Park. This allows 
residents to work with the developer to discuss design and other concerns so these can be 
addressed before the application is submitted.  A link will be made available by the end of the 
week. 
 
Planning Director Sherman stated the link will be emailed to commissioners who are welcome to 
participate in the community meeting as observers.   
  
 
11. ADJOURNMENT 
 
Commissioner Chair Kisch adjourned the regular meeting at 7:51 PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Natalie Davis 
Planning Program Assistant  


