
Monday, October 4, 2021                                                            Brooklyn Park Council Chambers 
7:00 p.m. 5200 85th Avenue North 

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING – AGENDA #33  
 
If you need these materials in an alternative format or need reasonable accommodations for a City Council meeting, please provide the 
City with 72-hours’ notice by calling 763-424-8000 or emailing Josie Shardlow at josie.shardlow@brooklynpark.org. 
Para asistencia, 763-424-8000; Yog xav tau kev pab, 763-424-8000. 
 

Our Vision: Brooklyn Park, a thriving community inspiring pride where opportunities exist for all. 
 

Our Brooklyn Park 2025 Goals: 
 

• A united and welcoming community, strengthened by our diversity • Beautiful spaces and quality 
infrastructure make Brooklyn Park a unique destination • A balanced economic environment that 

empowers businesses and people to thrive • People of all ages have what they need to feel healthy and 
safe • Partnerships that increase racial and economic equity empower residents and neighborhoods to 

prosper • Effective and engaging government recognized as a leader 
 

 
A.  CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
B. APROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
C. GENERAL ACTION ITEMS 

  C.1 Second Reading of an Ordinance to Consider the Recommendation of the Brooklyn Park Charter  
Commission Amending Charter Chapter 4, Section 4.03 of the Home Rule City Charter 

   A. ORDINANCE 
 

*Move to the Council Work Session* (audio recording only) 
 
D. WORK SESSION  
 
DISCUSSION ITEMS/GENERAL ACTION ITEMS – These items will be discussion items but the City Council 
may act upon them during the course of the meeting. 
 D.1 Discuss Proposed Spending for American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) Funds  
 D.2 2020 Rollover Budget Discussion 
 D.3 Winter Parking Discussion 
 
E. VERBAL REPORTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 E.1 COUNCIL MEMBER REPORTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 E.2 CITY MANAGER REPORTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
F. ADJOURNMENT  

 
 
 

mailto:josie.shardlow@brooklynpark.org


City of Brooklyn Park 
Request for Council Action 
 
Agenda Item: C.1 

 
Meeting Date: October 4, 2021 

 
Agenda Section: General Action Items 

Originating  
Department: Administration 

 
Resolution: N/A 

 
 
 
Prepared By: Devin Montero, City Clerk 

 
Ordinance: SECOND READING 
 
Attachments: 1 

 
Presented By: 

Dennis Secara, Chair  
Charter Commission 

 
Item: 

Second Reading of an Ordinance to Consider the Recommendation of the Brooklyn 
Park Charter Commission Amending Charter Chapter 4, Section 4.03 of the Home 
Rule City Charter 

 
City Manager’s Proposed Action:   
 
MOTION ___________, SECOND ___________ TO WAIVE THE READING AND ADOPT ON SECOND 
READING ORDINANCE #2021 ______ AMENDING CHARTER CHAPTER 4, SECTION 4.03 OF THE HOME 
RULE CITY CHARTER. 
 
Overview:   
 
At the August 10, 2021 Special Election, East District Council Member Lisa Jacobson received the most votes 
and was elected as Mayor, and at the September 7, 2021 Council meeting, the Council declared a vacancy in 
the East District.  
 
There are more than 365 days remaining on her term as Council Member in the East District and the city charter 
requires a special primary and special election to fill the vacancy. However, we are in a redistricting year and 
special elections can only be held on certain dates and options are very limited to hold special elections.  
 
Hennepin County consulted with the Secretary of State’s Office and the best option is to hold a special election 
without a special primary on February 8, 2022. To hold a special election without a special primary requires a 
charter amendment. The other option considered would entail a very lengthy vacancy and is to hold the special 
primary in August 2022 and the Special Election in November 2022 due to being in a redistricting year. 
 
City Attorney Thomson prepared an amendment to Section 4.03 of the City Charter to allow this special election 
without a special primary on February 8, 2022.  
 
At the September 8, 2021 Charter Commission meeting, the Commissioners discussed the issue and approved 
the Charter amendment to Section 4.03 to fill the vacancy in the East District, and to be forwarded to the City 
Council for adoption. 
 
The first reading of the ordinance was held on September 27, 2021.  
 
The following is a proposed timetable: 
 
September 16, 2021 Public Hearing Notice and text of proposed ordinance is published 
September 27 2021 Public Hearing and First Reading of Ordinance Held 
October 4, 2021 Second Reading of Ordinance Held 
October 7, 2021 Ordinance Published in Newspaper 
January 7, 2022 Ordinance becomes effective (90 days after passage and publication) 
 
Publication must be the exact language the Council will vote on. 
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Attachments:   
 
C.1A ORDINANCE 
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ORDINANCE #2021- 
 

ORDINANCE AMENDING CHARTER CHAPTER 4, SECTION 4.03 OF THE  
HOME RULE CITY CHARTER 

 
Text with strikeouts is proposed for deletion. 
Text with underline is proposed for insertion. 
 
The City of Brooklyn Park does ordain: 
 
Section 1.  Chapter 4, Section 4.03 of the City Charter is amended to read as follows: 
 
 
SECTION 4.03 PRIMARY MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS 
 
The Council shall, whenever there are more than two candidates filing for any city wide office or for 
resident Council member of any district, provide through ordinance or resolution for a primary election 
to be held city wide or in any particular district, and such primary election shall be held on a date not 
less than 25 days prior to the special or general election.  At least 15 days notice shall be given by the 
Clerk of the time and places of holding such election, and of the officers to be elected, by posting a 
notice thereof in at least one public place in each district where the election is held, and by publishing 
a notice thereof on the city website and at least once in the official newspaper of the city.  Uncontrollable 
circumstances causing failure to give such notice shall not invalidate such election. This section does 
not apply to any special election held in 2022 to fill the vacancy in the office of council member for the 
East District.  
 
 
 



City of Brooklyn Park 
Council Work Session 
 
Meeting Date: October 4, 2021 

Originating  
Department: Community Development 

 
Agenda Item: D.1 Prepared By: 

Sarah Abe, Development 
Project Coordinator 

 
Agenda Section: 

Discussion Items/ 
General Action Items Presented By: 

Kim Berggren, Community 
Development Director 

 
Item: Discuss Proposed Spending for American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) Funds  

 
Summary: 
 
In August 2021, the City Council approved an initial allocation of $2 million of American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) 
funds to address immediate health and safety needs within the community and administer ARPA funded 
activities. Staff has continued to seek community input on how best to utilize ARPA funds and have developed 
an initial proposal for immediate spending. The purpose of this discussion is to provide the City Council with an 
update and for staff to receive any direction on the proposed activities. 
 
Background:   
 
On March 11, 2021, President Biden signed the American Rescue Plan Act of 2021 (H.R. 1319) into law. The 
ARP provides $1.9 trillion in additional relief to respond to the novel coronavirus (COVID-19). According to the 
U.S. Department of the Treasury, the Coronavirus State and Local Fiscal Recovery Funds provide a substantial 
infusion of resources to help turn the tide on the pandemic, address its fallout, and lay the foundation for a strong 
and equitable recovery. The city of Brooklyn Park received a total allocation of $11,052,580 with half the funds 
already received and another half available to be requested in 2022. 
 
The city has coordinated extensive community engagement to understand critical community needs and gather 
input on how the ARPA funds should be invested. After the June Council meeting and July stakeholder 
meetings and feedback, staff captured what was heard as the following guiding principles:  
 
1. Address underlying factors to increase community safety   

o i.e., unemployment, educational disparities, housing instability, food security, mental health  
2. Fund community wellness services brought to community   

o i.e., Health on the Go, Rec on the Go, Mobile food unit, Outreach workers  
3. Direct investments toward community members most impacted   

o i.e., geographic impact; impact by race, income, age; small businesses     
4. Focus on creating opportunities for young people   

o i.e., programs, services, higher education, internships, jobs    
5. Use culturally sensitive and diverse communication and engagement strategies to improve awareness 

and access to resources   
6. Be strategic by coordinating with other government agencies, leveraging other funds, and aiming for 

financial sustainability   
 
The city has adopted a strategy of stabilizing the city budget followed by investing in strategic programs and 
partnerships that respond to the public health emergency. The City Council’s August action approved $2 million 
in the following categories: 
 

1) Violence interrupters and support services  
2) Mental health services 
3) Interventions to stabilize community  
4) ARP administration 
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Staff has since worked to develop a plan for spending in these categories. 
 
This discussion is focused on the planned spending for the initial allocation of $2 million of ARPA funds for 
immediate community needs. 
 



City of Brooklyn Park 
Council Work Session 
 
Meeting Date: October 4, 2021 

Originating  
Department: Administration/Finance 

 
Agenda Item: D.2 Prepared By: 

Jay Stroebel, City Manager 
LaTonia Green, Finance Director 

 
Agenda Section: 

Discussion Items/ 
General Action Items Presented By: Jay Stroebel and LaTonia Green 

 
Item: 2020 Rollover Budget Discussion 

 
Summary:   
 
The city’s General Fund ended the 2020 fiscal year with a budget surplus of $4,122,859. The surplus is 
comprised of one-time revenues and savings of expenditures. 
 
The criteria for rolling over appropriation from 2020 to 2021 is as follows: 
 

• One-time uses were considered for the one-time nature of the 2020 surplus 
• City policies pertaining to the level of cash and fund balance are to be maintained in certain funds 
• Balances in certain funds that have or are projected to fall below the prescribed levels 
• Consideration of property tax relief 
• Previous City Council priorities 
• Strategic investments identified by city management 

 
 



 
Summary:   
 
This is a discussion on winter parking rules and the possibility of piloting new dates for winter parking for the 
2021-2022 winter season as requested by several City Council Members at the May 3, 2021 work session. 
 
Back in 2017, the City Council directed staff to present our current practices related to the enforcement of 
Ordinance 72.08 – All Night Parking. The City Council and Police Department have been receiving many 
complaints about overnight parking, particularly around apartment communities. In June of 2017, Operations 
and Maintenance Director Dan Ruiz and Police Chief Craig Enevoldsen presented current practices as well as 
possible ordinance changes for consideration. Staff was directed to do more community engagement on the 
topic. 
 
The Community Engagement team led an input gathering process in the summer of 2017. Their efforts resulted 
in 1,101 community members providing their input on parking regulations. The results of those efforts and the 
every-other-year resident survey was presented to the City Council in September of 2017. The issue was tabled 
for further consideration. Several options were again discussed on April 2, 2018. 
 
On June 4, 2018, a modified option to the existing no parking rules (no parking on public streets from 2 a.m. to 
5 a.m., October 15 – April 15), including a snow emergency declaration, was discussed. By declaring a snow 
emergency, the city could increase communication on plowing operations and address parked cars that impede 
plowing. This is similar to what many suburban communities are now doing. Staff was directed to draft 
amendments to Ordinance 72.11 to address snow emergencies for Council consideration.  
 
On July 9, 2018, the City Council held a public hearing on the snow emergency ordinance. After testimony and 
discussion, the item passed 7-0 in favor of the new ordinance. The existing winter parking restrictions of no 
parking on public streets from 2 a.m. to 5 a.m., October 15 – April 15 remained unchanged. 
 
On May 3, 2021, the City Council was briefed with a recap of the 2020-2021 winter season. Upon further 
discussion, several Council Members suggested to pilot a slight change to the winter parking restrictions. The 
idea is to reduce on-street parking regulations by one month: No parking on public street from 2 a.m. to 5 a.m., 
Nov. 1 – Apr. 1 instead of the current dates of Oct. 15 – Apr. 15. This is consistent with the original staff 
recommendation in 2017 and 2018. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

City of Brooklyn Park 
Council Work Session 
 
Meeting Date: October 4, 2021 

Originating  
Department: 

Police and 
Operations and Maintenance 

 
Agenda Item: D.3 Prepared By: 

Craig Enevoldsen, Police Chief,  
Dan Ruiz, O&M Director 

 
Agenda Section: 

Discussion Items/ 
General Action Items Presented By: Dan Ruiz 

 
Item: Winter Parking Discussion 
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