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Exciting things are coming to Brooklyn Park.  
The community has transformed from a farm 
town filled with potato fields to a community 
filled with business from “small and local” to 
Fortune 500. Now the city is planning to be 
home to an innovative arts and cultural center 
called Center for Innovation and the Arts that 
will serve all ages of this community and the 
northwest metro with year-round events and 
community education programming.

This summer you will experience a taste of 
what the Center will bring to Brooklyn Park 
through the Recreation and Parks event series 
called “Celebrate Brooklyn Park”. Summer 
events will be available at different parks in the 
city including one of our newest, “Plaza Park.” 
This park is adjacent to the future location for 
the Center for Innovation and the Arts.

Plaza Park provides a unique site that has 
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utilized local artists to help design and 
construct artscape into the park infrastructure. 
Summer programs will provide the opportunity 
to showcase and engage artists of all ages to 
share talents through written and spoken word, 
music and the performing arts and so much 
more.  The arts serve as a unifier, as a common 
language that brings cultures together. 

Continued inside...

What’s on the horizon
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COVID-19 resident resources
Sign up for email or text updates at 
www.brooklynpark.org/covid19 

By signing up you will:
• Learn about resources available to Brooklyn 

Park residents.
• Get COVID-19 updates specific to Brooklyn Park.

The city website and social media pages are kept 
up to date with the latest information. Try your best 
to stay healthy and remember, we are here to help! 
Follow the city on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram.

City staff are available between 8 a.m. and 4:30 p.m., 
Monday – Friday, to help refer you to resources:  
763-424-8000

Language resources
Si usted necesita esta información en español:
Deje un mensaje de voz al 763-315-8466 y le 
responderemos.

Yog koj xav kom txhais raulu Hmoob, hu:
Thov tso koj lub npe thiab xov tooj rau  
763-315-8174 peb yuav hu rov qab rau koj

If you need this information in another language  
or format: Brenda Morales, 763-315-8466

Henn. County Oficina de Servicios Multiculturales
Hais ua lus Hmoob
Help for immigrants and refugees including free 
interpreters  612-348-2193 (se habla español)

COVID-19 Hotlines in Multiple Languages
Se habla español / Hais ua lus Hmoob
School and childcare: 651-297-1304
Health: 651-201-3920
Housing for single-family residences: 651-296-8215
Housing for multi-family residences: 651-297-4455

Neighborhood Activity Fund 
Residents play a key role in improving 
the quality of life in their neighborhoods. 
Brooklyn Park is offering funding to support 
and encourage our community members 
to get to know their fellow neighbors, build 
connections, and work together to make their 
neighborhoods safe, healthy and thriving. Use 
this opportunity to take on a fun project or 
event for your neighborhood. Anyone with 
an idea for a project or event to improve their 
neighborhood should consider applying for 
this funding. The city is specifically looking 
for projects that focus on supporting safety, 
livability, connectivity and collaboration. 
Interested in applying? Contact Claudia Diggs 
at Claudia.diggs@brooklynpark.org or visit  
www.brooklynpark.org/neighborhoods. 

Nominations sought for 2021 
Summer Blossom Awards
Nominations are being 
sought for the city’s 
Garden & Landscape 
Recognition Program.  
The Summer Blossom 
Awards is a competitive 
program that annually 
recognizes and rewards 
residents and businesses that strive to improve 
the city’s landscape.  Grand winners in single 
family, townhome, neighborhood garden and 
commercial will receive a $250 gift certificate 
and an engraved garden paver.  To submit a 
nomination, call 763-493-8059 or go to: 
 www.brooklynpark.org/summer-blossom  
Entries are accepted May 28–July 6, 2021.

Continued from page 1

Plaza Park also aims to inform future arts and 
engagement programing for the city, library 
and North Hennepin Community College 
(NHCC).

The Center for Innovation and the Arts is a 
collaborative effort led by NHCC and the 
city of Brooklyn Park with partnerships that 
include neighboring communities, school 
districts and various art organizations serving 
the northwest metro. The $85 million project 

addresses issues of equity and inclusion by 
offering educational and cultural opportunities 
to diverse communities of the area. The project 
will also expand opportunities to prepare high 
school and college students for jobs in science, 
technology, engineering, arts and math (STEAM) 
careers and jobs in the growing creative sector.  

Located at a future METRO Blue Line Light Rail 
Transit (BLRT) stop, the Center for Innovation 
and the Arts will spur economic development 

Want to be a Connector?
Community Connectors are neighbors who 
use their time and talents every month to 
help reach new residents of Brooklyn Park. 
Community Connectors deliver reusable 
tote bags filled with goodies, community 
information and coupons for free or discounted 
items or services from local businesses. 

How to become a Community Connector?
Please join the Connectors if you are:

• enthusiastic about meeting new people
• a licensed driver and 18 years or older
• looking for a fun and interactive experience

Go to www.brooklynpark.org/get-involved/
connect-new-neighbors for more information 
or email Claudia Diggs, Neighborhood 
Relations Specialist at claudia.diggs@
brooklynpark.org or call 763-493-8106.

Patricia Canby & John Bruhn 
Grand Single Family 2020

Community resources
ACER, Inc.
— Transportation and information on getting tested  
     for COVID-19, email: acer.hotline@acerinc.org
     Community COVID Hotline: 763-307-4731 
—  Resources to help with rent, mortgage, utilities
— Healthcare and mental health resources/support
— Other resources including language support
More info here: https://acerinc.org/?page_id=7134

Housing and utility support
Community Action Partnership of Hennepin County 
(CAP-HC) energy assistance for gas and electric bills.
952-930-3541 www.caphennepin.org  

Minnesota Housing
Emergency housing (rental and mortgage) 
assistance may be available. www.mnhousing.gov

Tenant Resource Center
Leave a message and your call will be returned within 
one day. 612-767-9737 www.trchennepin.com

Have a problem with your rental unit?
Talk with your landlord or property manager. If they 
do not fix the problem, contact the City of Brooklyn 
Park at 763-493-8182.

Health resources
COVID Testing
Find testing sites or learn about COVID-19 testing  
at home: www.mn.gov/covid19/for-minnesotans

Crisis Counseling
English or Spanish: 1-800-985-5990
Text 66746 with “TalkWithUs” or “Hablanos”

Mental Health
www.health.state.mn.us/communities/ep/
behavioral/covid19

Vaccine Connector
https://vaccineconnector.mn.gov/

Food resources
Community Emergency Assistance Program 
(CEAP)
Food shelf by appointment.
www.ceap.org  763-566-9600 (se habla español)

Center for Asian and Pacific Islanders, USA 
(CAPI)
5930 Brooklyn Blvd., Brooklyn Center MN 55429
612-721-0122

Help at Your Door
Serves seniors and individuals with disabilities.
651-642-1892 www.helpatyourdoor.org

Metro Meals on Wheels
612-623-3363  www.meals-on-wheels.com

School Districts
Osseo Area Schools — 763-391-7066
district279.org/student-families/resources/ 
lunch-menus

Anoka-Hennepin Schools— 763-506-1000  
www.ahschools.us/Page/44268

Robbinsdale Area Schools— 763-504-8000
www.rdale.org/discover/nutrition-services

West African Family and Community Services
7200 Brooklyn Blvd., Brooklyn Center, MN 55429
763-561-3042 Ext.117

Employment resources
CareerForce
Career development and talent-matching resource, 
guiding people toward rewarding careers and 
helping employers find workers. 651-259-7501
www.careerforcemn.com

Unemployment benefits
To apply for benefits: www.uimn.org
651-296-3644

What’s on the horizon
near the NHCC campus and throughout the 
northwest metro region. We’re excited to have 
such a vibrant center coming to the city of 
Brooklyn Park!

To learn more about the Center for Innovation 
and the Arts, visit: www.nhcc.edu/about-nhcc/cita

To see all the fun events happening throughout 
the city including Plaza Park, visit: 
www.brooklynpark.org/celebrate 

http://www.brooklynpark.org/covid19 
http://www.Nextdoor.com 
http://www.brooklynpark.org/neighborhoods
http://www.brooklynpark.org/summer-blossom
http://Go to www.brooklynpark.org/get-involved/connect-new-neighbors
http://Go to www.brooklynpark.org/get-involved/connect-new-neighbors
http://acer.hotline@acerinc.org 
https://acerinc.org/?page_id=7134
http://www.caphennepin.org 
http://www.mnhousing.gov
http://www.trchennepin.com
http:// www.mn.gov/covid19/for-minnesotans
http://www.health.state.mn.us/communities/ep/behavioral/covid19
http://www.health.state.mn.us/communities/ep/behavioral/covid19
https://vaccineconnector.mn.gov/ 
http://www.helpatyourdoor.org
http:// www.meals-on-wheels.com
http://district279.org/student-families/resources/lunch-menus 
http://district279.org/student-families/resources/lunch-menus 
http://www.ahschools.us/Page/44268 
http://www.rdale.org/discover/nutrition-services 
http://www.careerforcemn.com 
http://www.uimn.org 
http://www.nhcc.edu/about-nhcc/cita
http://www.brooklynpark.org/celebrate
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Recreation & Parks — Programs and Events

Celebrate Brooklyn Park 
Events 

Age-Friendly Community 
Creative and engaged

Active lifestyle is more important than ever

Becoming an   
Age-Friendly  
Brooklyn Park

Recommendations Report
February 2019

Brooklyn Park is currently embarking  
on a three-year age-friendly action plan  
following recommendations from  
the 2019 ”Becoming an Age-Friendly  
Community” recommendations report. 

Brooklyn Park recognizes the many  
contributions that older adults make  
to our community, and that cities play  
a highly influential role in residents’  
experience of aging. This is why in  
November 2020, Brooklyn Park became  
the 487th community to enroll in the  
AARP Network of Age-Friendly States  
and Communities. Joining the Network  
strengthens our efforts to ensure that  
older adults have resources available  
to age well in place. 

The AARP Network of Age-Friendly States and Communities is 
comprised of 7 states, 98 counties, and 411 cities. In Minnesota, 
there are 2 counties and 7 cities who have chosen to join the 
network and prioritize the aging population. 

Watch for more information to come on this exciting initiative  
at www.brooklynpark.org/age-friendly

A welcoming and inclusive environment 

The Events team with Recreation 
and Parks is looking forward to 
rolling out a series of exciting 
summer events in 2021. They  
will continue to acknowledge  

Brooklyn Park Recreation and 
Parks prides itself in offering 
programs and services for 
individuals of all abilities in the 
community.  One way this is 
done is by providing Adaptive 
Recreation programming and 
Inclusion Services within the 
Recreation and Parks Department. 

Adaptive Recreation programs 
are designed for individuals 
with developmental disabilities 
and led by certified therapeutic 
recreation specialists. The 
department also provides 
inclusion services within 
Recreation and Parks programs. 
Inclusion facilitators provide 
accommodations, adaptations 
and supports necessary for a 
person with a disability-related 
need, a behavioral support, an 
allergy, a medical condition or 
other need for inclusion services 
to participate in recreation 
programs, services and events.

Adaptive Recreation and 
Inclusion Services not only 
means providing support 
for individuals in recreation 
programs, it also means creating 
a welcoming and inclusive 
environment for all.  By providing 
these services and promoting 
a welcoming environment, 
staff members support each 
individual by focusing on their 
strengths, goals, aspirations and 
what they can do in the most 
integrated setting.  

To find the latest updates and 
to stay connected with staff 
on programs, events and other 
happenings, visit the website: 
www.brooklynpark.org/
adaptive-recreation/ 

For more information on  
programs and inclusion services, 
contact Adaptive Recreation 
Specialist, Erin Johnson, at  
erin.johnson@brooklynpark.org

Celebrate Brooklyn Park
“Celebrate Brooklyn Park” is an 
effort to reach more community 
members — more events — more 
opportunities.  

You will see Celebrate Brooklyn 
Park events extend beyond the  
summer, giving businesses and 
community organizations more 
opportunities to reach out to  
the community through 
sponsoring an event.

Summer Concert Series
Music on the Lawn:  
July 6, 13, 20, 27, August 10, 17
Concerts at the Farm:  
July 8, 22, August 5, 19

Events at Historic Eidem Farm
Spring on the Farm: May 22
Brooklyn Park History Day: Aug 13
Fall on the Farm: October 9
Norwegian Christmas: Dec 4 & 5

Parking Lot Bingo
School Supply Bingo: August 20
Pumpkin Bingo: October 21
Turkey Bingo: November 20

Farmer’s Market 2021
The farmers market promotes 
and supports healthy living, local 
agriculture, and community 
interaction all in an upbeat, 
welcoming atmosphere. Farmers 
and producers sell their products 
directly to the public, allowing 
consumers to have a direct 
relationship with the vendor. All  
are looking forward to welcoming 
you to the 2021 Farmers Market!

Brooklyn Park  
Farmer’s Market
Wednesdays, 2 – 6:15pm
July 7 – October 13

Family Summer Splash
Friday, July 9

Family Movie Night
Friday, July 30

5K River Run/Walk
Saturday, July 31

Brooklyn Park Fireworks
Tuesday, August 3

Brooklyn Park Tater Daze
Fri–Sat, August 13–14

the city’s past as a potato-growing 
center with the annual Tater Daze 
celebration, keeping old traditions 
alive while creating opportunities  
to celebrate Brooklyn Park’s  
now-rich cultural diversity!

Improve your brain and 
heart health, reduce stress, 
manage weight, boost 
energy, improve your mood, 
combat health conditions and 
disease, strengthen bones 
and muscles, sleep better, 
improve your ability to do 
daily activities, and prevent 
falls. How can you receive all 
of those benefits? Through 
regular physical activity! 
Everyone can experience the 
health benefits of physical 
activity, regardless of age, 
abilities, race, ethnicity, shape, 
or size! An active lifestyle is 
more important than ever, so 
Brooklyn Park Recreation and 
Parks offers 10 or more fitness 
classes a week throughout 

Three ways to get  
your GetUp&Go

Recreation and Parks continues  
to present many great programs  

and events in the GetUp&Go!
Here are the three ways  

to get your GetUp&Go:

1. Online at www.brooklynpark.org/recreation
2. In-person at the Community Activity Center  

5600 85th Ave. N., Brooklyn Park
3. Over the phone by calling 763-493-8333  

(a copy will be mailed by request)

the year. Our goal in each class 
is to be engaging as well as help 
to maintain and/or improve 
participants’ overall health. 

Daytime classes are geared to 
adults 55+. Participants can 
register for a class session using 
Medicare insurance benefits 
with SilverSneakers, Silver&Fit, 
RenewActive or purchase a 
monthly pass for $35.

For daytime and evening class 
schedules for all ages, see the 
current GetUp&Go online at: 
www.brooklynpark.org/recreation.

If group fitness classes are not  
for you, Brooklyn Park has an 
amazing parks and trail system 
right out your front door!

http://www.brooklynpark.org/agefriendly
https://www.brooklynpark.org/adaptive-recreation/
https://www.brooklynpark.org/adaptive-recreation/
mailto:erin.johnson%40brooklynpark.org%20?subject=
http://www.brooklynpark.org/registration
http://www.brooklynpark.org/recreation.


PARK PAGES May/June 2021       Page 4

Recreation & Parks — Youth Programs
Create a sense of belonging

Reimagine public safety

Meet young people 
where they are

An intentional place to connect with peers

Summer is the perfect time 
to get out and explore!  Youth 
recreation programs for ages 
3–15 provide young people 
with a wide variety of quality 
experiences that nurture 
communication, collaboration, 
creativity, and contribution. 
Whether it is at a weekly sports 
class or a full day summer camp 
program, staff in the Recreation 
and Parks Department work 
to create a sense of belonging 
where each unique identity 
and contribution is affirmed 
and valued. 

The youth sports field is a place 
to practice teamwork and 
building physical skills. The pool 
is a place to learn to be water 
safe in a swimming lesson, 
or train to be a future swim 
instructor in the Water Safety 
Aid program. Summer dance 
classes provide the opportunity 
to try tap, ballet, and jazz dance 
before committing to a full 
year of classes. In the new ½ 
day Summer Fusion program, 
kids ages 5–12 will be able to 
choose activities based on their 
own interests like basketball, 

How do you reduce cost and 
transportation barriers for 
youth and families, increase 
access and participation in 
recreational opportunities 
while meeting young people 
where they are at? The city 
of Brooklyn Park Recreation 
and Parks Department has 
that answer: Rec On The Go 
(ROTG)!  ROTG is a mobile 
free recreation program, 
implemented out of a small 
bus, staffed with high quality 
youth workers and brought to 
apartment communities and 
parks throughout Brooklyn 
Park. The Rec On The Go 
program uses these mobile 
recreation vehicles to travel to 
multiple sites in Brooklyn Park 
throughout the summer and 
fall to provide activities targeted 
to youth ages 5–12 who have 
never participated, or may 
have barriers to participating in 
recreation programming. 

The city’s partner, the Brooklyn 
Bridge Alliance for Youth, 
conducts a youth-to-youth survey 

Brooklyn Park is a community 
for all people to enjoy, to meet 
up, to gather and be together.  
We value the assets of this great 
community.  One of which is 
our young people.  They are just 
like our adults in communities, 
they want to be seen, heard 
and respected. The best places 
to authentically connect with 
the young people in the city of 
Brooklyn Park, is where they want 
to be, where they can be and 
where they are at both physically 
and mentally.

The Brooklyn Park Youth 
Outreach team is a professionally 
trained and skilled team of 
youth outreach workers that 
focuses their energy on our 
young people, out on the 
streets, in community places, 
in Zane Corridor and anywhere 
youth are at by connecting and 
engaging youth to resources 
and opportunities in the 
community. The Brooklyn Park 
Youth Outreach Team (BPYO) 
is a partnership between the 
Recreation and Parks Department 
(Youth Services) and the Police 
Department aimed to reimagine 

painting, football, and jewelry 
making while learning elements 
of youth leadership, healthy living, 
physical activity, and the arts. 
A preschooler may discover a 
lifelong love of nature by learning 
about the aquatic life that lives 
in the pond at the Community 
Activity Center. 

Recreation programs deliver big 
results in subtle ways. For years, 
parents of children enrolled 
in summer camps across the 
nation have reported that after 
time at camp their children are 
more caring, more willing to 
be responsible, understand the 
importance of giving, and are 
more equipped to stand up for 
what they know is right. In these 
programs, young people learn 
resilience and determination  
when they fall, but a caring adult 
is there to encourage them to get 
back up again. 

Programs are offered at locations 
all around the city. Fee assistance 
is available. For a full listing of 
program offerings check out the 
latest edition of GetUp&Go at:  

www.brooklynpark.org/recreation

and has identified several needs 
in the Brooklyns, collecting over 
twelve years of data. Consistently, 
this research has identified three 
main barriers that hinder youth in 
Brooklyn Park from participating in 
high quality recreation programs: 
transportation, information/access 
and associated costs. Rec On The 
Go has helped to address these 
barriers, since its inception in 2016, 
with 4,379 young people visiting 
the program 16,088 times and        
providing  58,304 meals (47,214 
meals in 2020 meeting needs in 
a pandemic) and 17,537 youth 
participating in ROTG events. 

ROTG will be programming at 15 
sites during summer 2021 from 
June 21–Aug 12. Please visit the 
web page for the date schedule 
and registration information:   

www.brooklynpark.org/recgo

public safety, utilizing many 
strategies. 

The Brooklyn Park Outreach Team 
connects and build relationships 
with young people in community 
spaces, manages/coils the youthful 
energy in crowds and community, 
works in partnership with police to 
direct and aim youth to activities, 
and mitigate any issues with a 
trauma informed approach to 
ensure community health and safety. 

The Youth Outreach Team uses 
various engagement techniques to 
shift or redirect energy, and manage 
the audience (or group of youth 
and adults present). Depending 
on the situation, they may verbally 
engage the audience to direct them, 
physically immerse themselves into 
the crowd, or separate the group into 
smaller groups of manageable size.

The team goes out in teams of 4–6 
and is scheduled five times a week, 
five hours a day, Monday–Friday. 
Even during a pandemic summer 
in 2020, they connected with youth 
at almost 1,000 locations for an 
average of 11 per day. To reach the 
outreach team or to learn more, please 
call Zanewood at 763-315-8444.

Zanewood Recreation Center 
benefits teens as an intentional 
place to be connected to 
their peers and caring youth 
work professionals, provide 
structured activities of teens 
interest, opportunity to build 
skills  as well as a hub to 
connect youth to resources and 
services they may need to be 
successful. As a program of the 
city’s Youth Services Division 
in the Recreation and Parks 
Department, Zanewood serves 
the community, specifically for 
youth, ages 12–18 (teens) in 
Brooklyn Park. 

Zanewood offers a drop-in 
program for teens, Teen 
Zone, nearly every weekday 
afternoon/evening year-
round, including a variety of 
free non-structured programs 
(i.e. billiards, Foosball, video 
games, ping pong, art, etc.) 
for all teens to participate. The 
aim is to create a safe, fun and 
welcoming space for teens to 
feel a sense of belonging and 
build positive relationships with 
their peers and connect them 
to new opportunities. 

Zanewood also offers several 
structured programs for youth 
to participate in, including a 
leadership team, flag football 
league, music recording studio, 
various open gyms, mural arts, 
miscellaneous art activities, and 
more. All teen programs are 
intentionally designed to promote 
skill building, a positive self-image 
and leadership opportunities. 
Programs are facilitated in 
collaboration with community 
partners and/or Zanewood 
recreation staff. Many of the 
structured teen activities are either 
free or have minimal registration 
fees to ensure that finances are not 
a barrier for teens to participate.

The Zanewood team also connects 
youth with various resources such 
as housing, food, transportation, 
etc. through the Youth Services 
division and a partnership with 
the YMCA Intervention team. 
Zanewood offers a meals program 
that is open to any youth under 
the age of 18 which includes a free 
snack and/or meal every weekday 
they are open. For info call 763-315-
8444 or visit: www.brooklynpark.
org/youth-teens/zanewood-3/
 

http://www.brooklynpark.org/recreation/  
http://www.brooklynpark.org/recgo 
http://www.brooklynpark.org/youth-teens/zanewood-3/
http://www.brooklynpark.org/youth-teens/zanewood-3/
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Recreation & Parks — Facilities, Golf Courses and Rentals
A unique historical gem
Historic Eidem Farm is a 19-acre 
living history farm telling the 
story of market farming in 
Brooklyn Park during the  
1905–1920 era. Their mission 
is to be a welcoming and 
inspiring space to learn about 
Brooklyn Park’s market-farming 
history, and to celebrate the 
shared heritage of agriculture, 
families and community. A 
variety of programs, events, 
tours and rental opportunities 
are offered seasonally and  
welcoming to visitors of all ages.

After being closed in 2020 due 
to the Covid-19 pandemic, 
staff at the farm are excited 
to be opening for the 2021 
season. In addition to some 
new programs available this 
year, they are happy to share 
some of the work that has, and 
continues to be done, in their 
efforts to preserve and restore 
the buildings on site, ensuring 
that visitors for generations to 

The Community Activity Center 
(CAC) provides a focal point and 
a gathering place for residents 
to participate in recreational 
and leisure time pursuits. Many 
of the city’s special events are 
held there. The CAC exemplifies 
a tradition of excellence in 
the Recreation and Parks 
Department’s ability to create 
a sense of place and a sense of 
community.  The Community 
Activity Center features:

Indoor Ice Arena (2)
There are two regulation-size 
ice arenas available to rent 
for ice-skating and hockey 
programs.  The CAC offers 
public open-skating sessions, 
public open hockey sessions 
and skating lessons. Skate 
rentals are available during 
open skating times.

Banquet Rooms (4)
There are four rooms available 
to host your wedding 
reception, celebration of life, 
birthday party, Quinceañera 

come can enjoy and experience 
this unique historical gem within 
the city. They look forward to 
welcoming visitors, new and old, 
during one of several programs 
and events planned for the 
season. Programs coming this 
summer include:

Stories from the Porch  
Concerts at the Farm
Art on the Farm   
Brooklyn Park History Day
Open Photo Shoot

To find the latest updates and 
to stay connected with them 
on programs, events and other 
happenings, visit their website: 
www.HistoricEidemFarm.org 
or follow them on social media.

Creating a sense of place and community 

Shorter course with 
championship 
conditions

A beautiful and  
challenging but  
forgiving golf course

Park buildings host  
family gatherings

Brooklyn Park Sports Dome

or family reunion. The 
Gardenview Room can host 
up to 250 people for an event. 
The Grand Rooms can be 
rented individually for smaller 
gatherings or combined for 
larger events of up to 350 
people. The outdoor Gazebo 
makes an excellent outdoor 
wedding location to pair with 
your reception in one of our 
banquet rooms. 

Walking Track
The indoor walking track is 630 
feet in length and circles above 
the ice arena; 8.4 laps around 
the rack is equal to one mile.

Fitness Room
Come check out the fitness 
room at the CAC. This room 
includes treadmills, elliptical 
machines, exercise bikes and 
exercise balls, as well as a 
resistance machine. The cost to 
use this room is: $3 per person 
per day or $15 per person for 30 
days. (Children under age 15 must 
be accompanied by an adult.

The Brooklyn Park Sports Dome 
at Park Center Senior High was 
constructed and is operated, 
collaboratively, between the 
city of Brooklyn Park and 
Osseo Area Schools between 
November and April. The dome 
features a 400’ x 230’ artificial 
turf field, three batting cages, 
a walking track (protected by 

netting) and a lobby building 
with restrooms. The field can be 
used for soccer, football, lacrosse, 
softball/baseball and cricket. The 
dome also features a walking 
track that can be used, free of 
charge, during scheduled hours.  
For more information on the  
Sports Dome please visit:  
www.brooklynpark.org/dome

Are you looking for a place  
to host a birthday party, 
graduation party or family 
gathering? The city park buildings 
and picnic pavilions are available 
to be rented by individuals or 
groups for a small fee.  Although 
reservations are not taken over  

the phone, you can learn more by 
calling the Recreation and Parks 
Department at: 763-493-8333. 
You can also check out the 
website: www.brooklynpark.
org/parks/park-buildings-and-
picnic-shelters for updated/more 
information.

The Brookland Golf Park offers 
golf in different ways: traditional 
golf, foot golf and disc golf. 

You can play the traditional 
game of golf on the executive 
nine-hole course. The Par 30 
course is a great place for 
people to learn the game of 
golf, or for those who prefer to 
play a little shorter course but 
still have the excellent playing 
conditions of a championship 
course. 

Brookland Golf Park also offers 
foot golf, a combination of the 
popular sports of soccer and golf. 
Players kick soccer balls on  

a traditional golf course with  
21-inch diameter cups. Foot golf 
is a great family activity or class 
field trip event. 

A 9-hole disc golf course is free 
to the public and weaves its way 
through Central Park. The first 
tee disc on the disc golf course 
is located near the Brookland 
Golf Park parking lot. Discs and 
refreshments are available for 
purchase at the Brookland Golf 
Park Clubhouse. 

To book your tee time or to 
learn more about Brookland  
Golf Park, please visit  
www.brooklandgolfpark.org

Edinburgh USA is one of only 
two courses in Minnesota 
designed by world-renowned 
architect, Robert Trent Jones II. 
The course opened in 1987 
under rave reviews and that year 
was named by Golf Digest as 
the “2nd best new public course 
in America”. In 2020, Edinburgh 
USA was named “Course of 
the Year” by the Midwest Golf 
Course Owners Association. 

In 2014, Edinburgh completed 
a renovation installing all new 
bunkers, much more playable 
fairway landing areas, chipping 
areas around the greens, three 
new greens and four new tee 

boxes. The renovations made 
the course a perfect blend of 
challenge for the accomplished 
golfer but forgiving for those still 
developing their game.

Besides its open-to-the-public 
championship golf course, it also 
features a magnificent clubhouse 
with The Brooklyn full-service 
restaurant, extravagant banquet 
spaces for weddings and other 
events, and high-quality fresh 
cuisine provided by D’Amico & 
Partners. 

The public can book tee times by 
calling 763-315-8550 or at:  
www.edinburghusa.com 

http://www.HistoricEidemFarm.org
mailto:www.brooklynpark.org/dome?subject=
mailto:www.brooklynpark.org/parks/park-buildings-and-picnic-shelters%20?subject=
mailto:www.brooklynpark.org/parks/park-buildings-and-picnic-shelters%20?subject=
mailto:www.brooklynpark.org/parks/park-buildings-and-picnic-shelters%20?subject=
mailto:www.brooklandgolfpark.org?subject=
mailto:www.edinburghusa.com?subject=
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Property tax programs
The programs listed below help reduce 
property taxes for various types of property 
and owners across Minnesota. In some cases, 
you will automatically receive a benefit if you 
qualify, without needing to apply.  Others 
require you to file an application, usually with 
your county assessor. 

Market Value 
Exclusion for  
Disabled  
Veterans

This program provides 
an annual market value 
exclusion of up to $300,000 
to help lower property 
taxes for qualifying disabled 
veterans, their caregivers, 
and their surviving spouses.

Blind/Disabled 
Homestead 
Classification

This classification provides 
a reduced classification 
rate on the first $50,000 of 
taxable market value for 
qualifying blind or disabled 
persons. 

Senior Citizen 
Property Tax  
Deferral

This program helps senior 
citizens who are having 
difficulty paying their 
property taxes. To qualify, 
you must be 65 or older and 
your household income 
must be less than $60,000. 

Homestead  
Classification

The homestead 
classification applies 
to properties that are 
physically occupied 
by the owner(s) as 
the principal place of 
residence. Classification as 
a homestead may qualify 
a property for a reduced 
classification rate, a reduced 
taxable market value, a 
property tax refund, and/or 
other special programs.

www.revenue.state.mn.us/property-tax-programs

If you have questions, contact your local 
assessing office: Brooklyn Park City Hall 
 5200 85th Ave N
 763-493-8175
 8:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.

Help to protect your ash tree
Brooklyn Park has a way to help you protect 
your ash tree from the Emerald Ash Borer (EAB). 
EAB larvae feed on the inner bark of ash 
trees are the main culprits. Once an ash 
tree is infested, it has almost zero chance of 
survival. The only way to protect your tree 
is with treatment. The city has contracted 
with Rainbow Treecare to treat ash trees on 
city property to prevent infestations. You can 
take advantage of the bulk pricing deal we 
negotiated to have your ash tree treated for a 
reduced price. For more information, go to:  
www.brooklynpark.org/emerald-ash-borer

Good choices for clean water
Do you live near an “impaired water”? Every 
two years the Minnesota Pollution Control 
Agency (MPCA) creates a list of impaired waters 
that do not meet standards for water quality. 
Water quality standards define how much of a 
pollutant—like bacteria or excess nutrients—
can be in the water before it is too polluted for 
fish and other animals, and even swimming 
or boating. If a lake or stream ends up on the 
impaired waters list, also known as the Section 
303(d) list, it means that the waterbody may 
no longer be safe for its designated use, which 
could be drinking water, swimming, or fishing.

If you live on or near an impaired water, there 
are practices you can implement at home to 
help these local waters by limiting fertilizer 
use and monitoring lawn watering activities. 
You might also consider going native. Contact 
the Shingle Creek Watershed Management 
Commission for ideas to reduce your impact 
to local lakes, rivers, and wetlands by creating 
a raingarden, native garden, or stabilizing your 
stream bank or lakeshore.  Cost share funds 
may be available for practices that improve 
water quality. Give them a call to find out more 
at 763-553-1144.

Healthy yards help to reduce pollution runoff 
and improve habitat for birds, bees, and 
butterflies. Try some of these best practices 
at home to help promote a healthy yard and 
clean water in our community.

Zane Avenue re-striping  
78th Ave to Adair Ave — 4 Lanes to 3 Lanes
Zane Avenue to north of Brooklyn Boulevard is 
owned, operated and maintained by Hennepin 
County and they are planning to mill and 
overlay Zane Avenue from Brooklyn Boulevard 
to Highway 610 in 2021. The County is also 
planning to re-stripe the Zane Avenue segment 
between 78th Avenue and Adair Avenue from 
four lanes (two lanes/direction) to three lanes  
(one lane/direction with center shared left turn 
lane and shoulders) as part of this work.  

This striping change is supported by the 
city and is expected to result in the following 
advantages along this segment of Zane Avenue: 
• Safer and easier turns on and off Zane Ave.
• Crash reduction of 33% to 50%, greater for 

left turners 
• Reduction in speeding 
• Easier pedestrian and bicycle crossings of 

Zane Ave.
• Shoulder space for buses, garbage trucks, 

deliveries, etc. 
Hennepin County is also planning to mill 
and overlay the following four other county 
roadway segments within the city in 2021: 
—CSAH 152 (Brooklyn Blvd) from W. Broadway  
     to Brunswick Avenue

—CSAH 14 (Zane/Douglas) from Highway 610  
     through 109th Avenue

—CSAH 109 (85th Avenue) from Highway 169  
     to Zane Avenue

—CSAH 12 (Noble Parkway) from Highway 610  
     through 109th Avenue

Call before you dig
Now is the time of year many of us are anxious 
to do yard projects that involve digging such 
as planting trees and shrubs or installing fences 
and mailboxes. Before beginning any work 
make sure to contact Gopher State One Call a 
few business days before you begin. They will 
mark all underground installations so you can 
avoid them when you dig. Call Gopher State 
One Call at 651-454-0002. You can also visit 
their website:  www.gopherstateonecall.org

The 2020 Annual Water 
Report is available!
Repeated testing of Brooklyn Park’s water 
supply shows our water is safe to drink and 
meets state and national standards. 

If you would like to know more, the latest Water 
Quality Report will be available on the city 
website at www.brooklynpark.org/waterreport 
after June 1. You may also request a hard copy 
by mail; please call 763-493-8007. 

Tangled Up and Blue
I remember when I was a kid after we finished 
working on a project my dad always took the 
time to wind up the ropes and the extension 
cords into neat circles. I also remember hating 
waiting. We were finished, and I was a kid who 
wanted to be on my way. But now that I’m the 
dad, I realize how smart my dad was. Keeping 
the ropes and cords separate made it easier to 
get going the next day. No knots of tangled 
things needing to be untied.

I had that flashback after a conversation with the 
director of the Materials Recovery Facility (MRF) 
where all our recycling goes to be separated into 
the individual components. Plastic bottles in one 
bale, aluminum cans in another. Cardboard bales 
destined for a paper box mill.

And then there is the pile of trash. A pile of things 
people wish could be recycled, but never is. 

Tales from Tim’s Recycling Bin 
The main things you see in the pile are plastic 
bags and a category of things referred to as 
tanglers. Tanglers are those things like rope and 
extension cords that are mistakenly thrown in the 
recycling cart. Things that people did not take 
the time to properly organize and dispose of.

Tanglers got their name because as they go 
through the sorting facility they get tangled 
around the moving parts of the machinery. 
Nearly every sorting facility in the county must 
shut down the line multiple times a day so that 
workers can go in and cut the tanglers off by 
hand. It’s a hassle and a hazard for the workers.  
So put the cords and hoses and anything you’re 
not sure is recyclable in the trash.

Until next time take the time to toss the tanglers 
in the trash my friends.

Tim Pratt, Recycling Manager 
Operations and Maintenance

Where is your favorite  
place in Brooklyn Park? 

You could be featured in the next issue  
of Park Pages! Share a photo of your  
favorite place in Brooklyn Park! Post  
it to the city Facebook page or email:  

communications@brooklynpark.org

http://www.revenue.state.mn.us/property-tax-programs 
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