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The life of a Brooklyn 
Park firefighter cadet 
On January 4, 2021, seven strangers 
arrived at the Brooklyn Park Fire 
Department’s Central Fire Station to 
begin their journey as firefighter cadets.  
The cadets will undergo more than four 
months of training to become full-time 
Brooklyn Park firefighters.

The cadets competed among 419 
applicants to join the department.  In 
addition to taking a comprehensive 
written aptitude test, the cadets 
underwent a strenuous physical ability 
test, background investigation, and 
multiple interview panels.

“Our cadets are joining an elite team 
of public safety professionals,” says 
Chief T. John Cunningham.  “The 
Brooklyn Park Fire Department is 
recognized throughout the state for 
being innovative, progressive, and 
community focused.”  

With no prior training or experience 
required to become a cadet, the 
department’s firefighter cadet academy 
will provide extensive classroom and 
hands-on training on a myriad of 
topics including emergency medical 
care, firefighting, hazardous materials 
response, technical rescue, and 
operating emergency vehicles.  Upon 
graduation, the cadets will be licensed 
Emergency Medical Technicians (EMT) 
and Firefighters. 

“The city’s firefighter cadet academy is 
one of only a few in the entire state,” 

says Deputy Chief Jovan Palmieri, who 
is the coordinator of the program.  “The 
city is very much pioneering a modern 
full-time firefighter recruitment, hiring, 
and training model.  In doing so, we 
are able to provide an opportunity for 
our community to join an exceptional 
team.”  Twenty-eight percent  of the 
current cadet class are Brooklyn Park 
residents.

Palmieri adds that the majority of 
the program is being taught by 
experienced Brooklyn Park firefighters.  

“We have a very talented staff that 
will be sharing their knowledge and 
experience with the next generation 
of Brooklyn Park firefighters.”  The 
department is also partnering with 
North Memorial Health that is leading 
the EMT training portion of the class.

The academy also focuses heavily 
on physical fitness.  “Firefighters are 
expected to perform under the 
most adverse of conditions 
while carrying over 100 
pounds of equipment,” 
says Palmieri.  “One 
minute you may be 
performing CPR 
on a medical call 
and the next you 
are dispatched to a 
structure fire.”  The 
cadets participate in 
daily cardio and strength 
training exercises.  While 
most of the training is now 
indoors, you may see them 
running along 85th when the weather 
is nicer.

The cadets will graduate from the 
academy in the spring at which time 
they will spend additional time training 
on a shift.  “Their experience as a cadet 
will prepare them for a long career as 
public servants to the community of 
Brooklyn Park.  When a resident calls 
911 in our city, they can be assured 
they are receiving the best care 
possible,” says Cunningham.

You can follow the cadet class on social 
media (@BPFIRE) on Facebook and 
Twitter.

New cadets come to Brooklyn Park

Park Pages is online!
Due to COVID-19 and how quickly information
changes, we are going digital for a few months.
You can find a new Park Pages online every
month at www.brooklynpark.org 

Want a paper copy?
1. Pick one up

Stop by City Hall, 5200 85th Ave N
2. Have it mailed

Leave a message (763-238-5216) with your 
address OR Scan the QR code to the right.
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Police officer academy

How Brooklyn Park cadets 
become police officers 
Four police cadets began a six week long 
police academy starting January 4. Those 
taking part have been employed with the 
police department for at least a year.

During their time at the Brooklyn Park Police 
Department, the cadets have served in a 
civilian role responding to calls for service 
such as animals at large, vehicle lock-outs, 
stalls, assisting with traffic direction at accident 
scenes, among many other duties. 

Cadets also attend school full time, working 
toward a degree in Law Enforcement or 
Criminal Justice. Finally, they are assigned a 
police officer mentor who works directly with 
them and prepares them for the role of police 
officer within the city of Brooklyn Park.

While in the academy, the cadets learn the 
policies and procedures of the department 
and work with each individual unit to 
understand how they apply to the role of 
patrol officer. They attend rigorous classes, 
such as force training, de-escalation training 
and scenario based training. They also 
connect with the residents they serve through 
community outreach. This is just a small 
sampling of the topics that are covered during 
their six week academy.

The academy serves as the important last 
step for our cadets before becoming a police 
officer - the officer’s final rite of passage. 
It's also important for our department and 
community, as the promotion of these cadets 
also changes the makeup of our police 
department. 

Our cadets are hired with a goal of reflecting 
the community of Brooklyn Park. Each brings 
a different background, life experience 
and cultural perspective to the police 
force with the intention of bridging 
the gap between the police and our 
community.

Due to COVID-19, we have been 
thoughtful with the planning of 
this academy to keep all of our 
cadets and staff healthy and 
safe. Our police cadets 
wear masks each day, 
perform temperature 
checks at the beginning 
of each day, maintain 
social distancing when 
possible and limit their 
direct contact with only 
one fellow classmate 
during training. 

We will continue to push through 
this difficult time to make our 
police cadets successful 
officers that serve 
the community of 
Brooklyn Park.
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The unique challenges of 
COVID-19
Present a need and opportunity for 
us to come together in new ways. 
As we plan engagement activities 
for 2021, we are exploring ways to 
involve as many voices as possible 
in the BLRT planning process, while 
maintaining the health and safety of 
our communities.

Keep informed
You and others in your community 
can keep informed of new 
developments by signing up for 
project email updates. You can find 
us on social media, too:

Twitter: @BlueLineExt
Facebook: Metropolitan Council
Visit the project website.
Project staff are also available for 
conversations and presentations to 
your community/neighborhood/
business groups. To request a 
presentation or for questions, email 
sophia.ginis@metrotransit.org

Next steps for the 
Blue Line Light Rail 
Extension Project
In August 2020, the Metropolitan 
Council and Hennepin County 
announced the need to advance the 
METRO Blue Line Extension Light Rail 
Transit (BLRT) project without using 
approximately 8 miles of freight railroad 
property, as initially planned.

We are optimistic this new direction 
presents an exciting opportunity 
to revisit and improve the project 
by serving even more people and 
destinations, while maintaining as much 
of the existing route as possible.

Advancing this project will require 
continued strong partnerships and 
sincere collaboration.

Project Principles
To guide our collaborative work 
moving forward, project partners 
and stakeholders developed a set of 
project principles that set the project 
scope and guide decision-making and 
engagement.

These principles were adopted by the 
Corridor Management Committee at 
their December 10, 2020 meeting.

Find out more about the project 
principles.

METRO Blue Line Light Rail Transit Extension Project

What to expect in 2021
By the end of 2021, the project team aims 
to have a new route option that has the 
support of corridor residents, businesses, 
and cities. This alignment will then be 
advanced for environmental review and 
engineering work to be completed in 
coming years. 

Over the next year, we will have 
ongoing conversations with community 
stakeholders about possible LRT route 
options. First, from now into spring 
2021, project sponsors are focused on 
understanding community desires, 
concerns and needs, like identifying 
important destinations and development 
opportunities. This information will inform 
route options for further analysis and 
community consideration through the 
summer and fall of 2021.

Building on a history of 
robust engagement
This is your light rail, and we will build 
this together. Metropolitan Council 
and Hennepin County are committed 
to ensuring equitable engagement by 
reaching out specifically to diverse groups 
in the corridor and adjusting outreach 
strategies to ensure we are meeting the 
needs of the community.

To shape future engagement in 2021, 
Hennepin County and the Metropolitan 
Council are currently working with 
Juxtaposition Arts and the Alliance 
for Metropolitan Stability to develop 
a community-informed engagement 
framework.

3

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDUsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDEyMTcuMzIxNzc3MDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2xua3MuZ2QvbC9leUpoYkdjaU9pSklVekkxTmlKOS5leUppZFd4c1pYUnBibDlzYVc1clgybGtJam94TURZc0luVnlhU0k2SW1Kd01qcGpiR2xqYXlJc0ltSjFiR3hsZEdsdVgybGtJam9pTWpBeU1ERXlNVFV1TXpJd056QXhPREVpTENKMWNtd2lPaUpvZEhSd2N6b3ZMM1IzYVhSMFpYSXVZMjl0TDJKc2RXVnNhVzVsWlhoMEluMC5pQ3ZZd2IzVzhNZ21WNVZ2LXJYMGpxdHBoVVRZN0w1dmF0UTNxbmxJY3lrL3MvMTE2MzMxMzczOS9ici85MTkyMDM4NzgwMC1sIn0.dh0UxsSyk6L2GtvE4EJsWLAsokPRwx12vG9W4wm5CRU/s/613175868/br/92039915668-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDYsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDEyMTcuMzIxNzc3MDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2xua3MuZ2QvbC9leUpoYkdjaU9pSklVekkxTmlKOS5leUppZFd4c1pYUnBibDlzYVc1clgybGtJam94TURjc0luVnlhU0k2SW1Kd01qcGpiR2xqYXlJc0ltSjFiR3hsZEdsdVgybGtJam9pTWpBeU1ERXlNVFV1TXpJd056QXhPREVpTENKMWNtd2lPaUpvZEhSd2N6b3ZMM2QzZHk1bVlXTmxZbTl2YXk1amIyMHZUV1YwY205d2IyeHBkR0Z1UTI5MWJtTnBiQ0o5LjF5TzhnbEdQNzM5Ykc4eFNITlZhLXRxMjFiLXI4d1h1TFVhRG4wR2lEY0Evcy8xMTYzMzEzNzM5L2JyLzkxOTIwMzg3ODAwLWwifQ.V2SWZZwLoCW2jSYSGfDljkXq2UTm2e9fGsk1IIHVlVQ/s/613175868/br/92039915668-l
https://metrocouncil.org/Transportation/Projects/Light-Rail-Projects.aspx
mailto:sophia.ginis%40metrotransit.org?subject=
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..IBM3gpH1xBfutz-wWhojHv-i1pd6PB3Jrdd8_enpXDc/s/613175868/br/92039915668-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..IBM3gpH1xBfutz-wWhojHv-i1pd6PB3Jrdd8_enpXDc/s/613175868/br/92039915668-l


Bins and barrels sale
Help yourself, help your wallet and help your 
earth at the same time.

Purchase a rain barrel and/or a compost bin 
at a reduced price through the Recycling 
Association of Minnesota (RAM). Starting in 
March you can pre-order a bin, or barrel 
on the RAM website 
Brooklyn Park residents get a $20 discount, 
and you may also choose to pick up your 
order at the Operations & Maintenance 
Facility, 8300 Noble Ave. on Saturday, May 
1. Use the discount code BP20Off when 
ordering.

Sales and rebates

Water efficient appliance rebate 
The city of Brooklyn Park is offering an incentive to 
switch to more water efficient appliances.

Efficient water softeners and irrigation system 
controllers can earn a $100 rebate, while efficient toilets 
and clothes washers can earn a $50 rebate.

Here’s what you do. Replace your existing appliance, 
submit your receipt and a rebate application to the city. 
Then we’ll send you a rebate check. 

Water softeners need to be a demand-initiated model 
to qualify for the rebate. For irrigation system controllers 
and toilets, make sure they are Water Sense rated. 
Clothes washers must be Energy Star rated.

Arbor day tree sale
Save some green while bringing green to your yard. The city is 
offering bare-root trees at wholesale prices. Choose from about a 
dozen varieties. Find information about the trees and how to order 
online or by calling 763-493-8333. There is a limit of ten trees per 
household.

You can pick up trees on Saturday May 1, 2021 8:00 a.m.- 11:00 a.m. 
at the Operations and Maintenance Facility 8300 Noble Avenue.

Click the button below to find the rebate form and more 
on the city’s website. You can also call 763-493-8007.

There is a limited amount of rebate money available so get 
started on your project right away!

Food scraps such as fruit and vegetable peels, stale 
bread, wilted lettuce, coffee grounds, egg shells, 
and tea bags as well as weeds, faded flowers, and 
vines are among the things you can put into 
your compost instead of your garbage. Compost 
can be used as mulch and plant food in your 
yard. Keeping organic waste out of your garbage 
reduces your trash volume so you could switch to 
a smaller garbage cart and save money.

Capture rain in a rain barrel and have a free source 
of water for your garden. In addition to saving you 
money, rain barrels can keep moisture away from 
your foundation and prevent debris from washing 
into our storm sewers.

Learn More

Learn More

Learn More
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Special materials drop-off day
Spring cleaning may leave you with a pile of stuff to get rid of. 
Here’s your chance to recycle those items that can be recycled, 
but can’t go in your recycling cart.

Drop off your mattresses, electronics, appliances, tires, scrap 
metal, bikes, batteries and more at the Operations and 
Maintenance facility, 8300 Noble Ave N. on Saturday, April 24 
from 8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Fees may be charged for some items. 
There will also be free paper shredding.

For more information including a complete list of what is 
accepted and fees visit www.brooklynpark.org/recycling-events 
or call 763-493-8006.

Adopt-a-Hydrant
Winters are cold and snowy in Brooklyn Park. Firefighters need 
quick access to hydrants, which means they need to be clear 
of snow and ice. You can keep yourself, your house, and your 
neighbors safe by adopting a hydrant today.

Keep your hydrant free and clear of snow/ice and clear a 
pathway to your door to help during potential medical 
emergencies. That also helps prevent slips and falls on ice 
during the winter. We ask that you shovel five feet all the way 
around your hydrant after it snows three inches or more.

Anyone can participate!

• Individuals/families
• Neighborhood groups
• Community organizations
• Places of worship
• Schools
• Businesses

Signing up is easy. All you have to do is search for a hydrant 
near you and pick one that is available for adoption. Give it a 
name and take good care of it.

Red Ned, 2018

Sewer problems?  
Call the city first! 
If you experience a sewer backup, first call the 
city at 763-493-8007 during business hours 
or 763-493-8222 after business hours. We 
will help determine if it is the City’s responsibility 
or if you have to call a sewer maintenance 
company.

Many residents assume if there is a sewer 
backup in their home, it is the city’s 
responsibility. This may not be the case. 
Insurance adjusters determine if the city is liable.

Basement water valves 
The maintenance of interior water shut off 
valves is the homeowner’s responsibility. 
Residents should be careful when attempting 
to turn off water service near the meter in the 
basement. If the valves do not operate correctly, 
call the city at 763-493-8099 or 763-493-8185 to 
schedule the water to be turned off at the curb 
valve near the street. 

City water hardness
The city’s water treatment plant does not soften 
the water. The current city water hardness is 
approximately 32 grains per gallon. Softeners 
should be set to keep 6 to 7 grains of hardness 
in the water because over softening can be a 
lead to problems. If you have questions please 
call the water treatment plant staff at 763-315-
8412 or 763-315-8410. 

Adopt Now!

Learn More
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Environmental Health
Environmental Health (EH) is the new 
name given to the division responsible for 
enforcing city codes. 

The purpose of this new name is to 
rebrand the division and step away from 
the negative connotation that the term 

“code enforcement” can carry. Jason 
Newby, Inspections and Environmental 
Health Manager, explains that code 
enforcement is something we do, but 
does not necessarily define who we are or 
the goals of the City today. 

The origin of  
Environmental Health 
The Environmental Health program 
originated in 1965 as part of a tri-city 
agreement with Brooklyn Center and 
Crystal. The group’s goal was to ensure 
safety and quality of life through a set of 
standards that corrected anything from 
minor nuisances to major health hazards. 

Brooklyn Park formed its own separate 
program in 1989, renaming it Code 
Enforcement and Public Health in 2001. 
While this name worked well enough 
at the time, approaches have changed 
over the years, and the Public Health part 
of the name was often forgotten by the 
public.

The division has refined its practices to 
be more collaborative with residents 
and businesses. Rather than jumping to 
enforcement tactics, staff now resolves 
issues through educational resources and 
outreach first.

Environmental Health

New goals
“We’re trying to gain long-term voluntary 
compliance through education, 
building relationships, and using 
our enforcement tools only when 
necessary,” Jason says.

“The City tracks how many places we 
go back to each year. When we have 
fewer return trips to the same blocks 
or addresses, we know we’re gaining 
voluntary compliance.”

Understanding codes can be tough 
enough for renters, homeowners, 
and businesses, but it gets harder 
still when factoring in other barriers, 
including language , cultural , and 
financial barriers. This means that the 
enforcement tools available to the city 
need to be used sparingly and equitably, 
especially in such a diverse community.

“I would say 90% of the people we work 
with don’t intentionally violate the code. 
We do encounter a small percentage 
of people who don’t seem to care, and 
those are the ones that we go out to 
more often and we have to use our 
enforcement tools to gain compliance.”

To tackle these barriers and 
achieve voluntary compliance, the 
Environmental Health division has 
started implementing several tools to 
help residents. This includes friendly 
door hangers and flyers that incorporate 
photographs, translation links and plain 
language to help explain some of the 
most common codes. There is even a 
video available in English, Spanish, and 
Hmong. 

The ideal goal, however, goes even 
further than that.

Continuous improvement
The Environmental Health team is 
continuously improving its processes, 
looking for alternative ways for residents 
to connect and build partnerships with 
their neighbors to address certain issues 
before getting the city involved. The 
best solution, Jason says, is as simple as 
talking to your neighbors. 

“We try to bridge that gap so that 
neighbors work together instead of 
using the City as an enforcement tool, 
which is a divider long-term.” 

Since 2014, the city has seen a 
consistent five-year trend in the 
right direction. There has been a 
drastic reduction in the number of 
enforcement actions needed to gain 
compliance each year. 

An enforcement action may be an 
abatement (city clean-ups, mowing 
or towing charges), or citations and 
fines.  Inspectors are spending less 
time in appeal hearings and more 
time proactively working in the field.  
Violations are being solved quickly 
and without the need for enforcement 
actions, which frees up staff to add even 
more cases and continue encouraging 
property maintenance in our city.  

The Environmental Health division 
is proud to be part of these recent 
changes and accomplishments. 

They still have a lot more ground 
to cover and are looking forward 
to improving the perception of 
Environmental Health in our city. 

Learn More
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Home Energy Squad 
Enhancements 
Home Energy squad visits include 
the installation of energy-saving 
materials, diagnostic testing and help 
with next steps. 

Schedule your visit today by calling 
651-328- 6220. Visits cost $100, and 
the City will give homeowners a 
grant of $50 toward the cost.

Home Rehab Deferred 
Loan Program  - 
Hennepin County
This deferred loan program can 
be used by homeowners facing 
emergency repairs or planning 
improvements to the exterior and 
interior of their homes. Eligible 
repairs include roofing, mold 
remediation, plumbing, siding, 
kitchen upgrades etc.

Qualifying homeowners will receive 
a loan amount ranging from $1,000 

- $20,000 at 0% interest rate. These 
loans require no monthly payments 
and are forgivable after 10 years of 
continued ownership and occupancy. 

Income restrictions are based on 80% 
area median income. 

Housing programs

Home Improvement Loan 
Program - CEE
This loan program can be used for 
exterior or interior improvements 
to the homes of qualifying 
homeowners. 

The loan amount ranges between 
$2,000 - $25,000 at 3% - 4%* based 
on gross income. Monthly payments 
required for up to 15 years. 

*3.194% - 4.200% APR based on a loan 
of $25,000 and a 15-year loan term.

Home Improvement Area
Program
Townhome Associations looking to 
improve common interest areas may 
want to consider a loan from our 
Housing Improvement Area (HIA) 
Program. 

These low interest loans range from 
$100,000 to $500,000 with maximum 
terms of 15 years and are repayable 
through association fees and 
property taxes. 

Examples of eligible improvements 
are roofing, siding, energy efficiency 
upgrades, landscaping, etc. 

Housing programs
The city of Brooklyn Park is dedicated to assisting homeowners and 
buyers with grants, low interest loans and deferred loans, as well 
as connections to more resources. We have programs available for 
your home improvement needs. 

Senior Deferred Loan 
Program - CEE
This loan program is specifically 
tailored for senior homeowners in 
Brooklyn Park aged 62 and above. 

The deferred loan can be used 
to make interior or exterior 
improvements and age friendly 
modifications to their homes.  

An inspection is required to 
determine project eligibility and 
prioritization. 

The loan amount ranges between 
$2,000 - $25,000 at 0%*. The loan 
is due once the property is sold, 
changes ownership or is no longer 
owner occupied. 

* 0.090% APR based on a loan of 
$25,000 and a 30-year loan term. 

Learn more
These programs are available to 
support homeowners in Brooklyn 
Park. Loans are administered 
through the Center for Energy and 
Environment (CEE) and Hennepin 
County. 

Hennepin County
Learn more online
Call 612 -348-8955

Center for Energy and 
Environment
Learn more online
Call 612-335-5884

John Kinara 
Housing and Economic Development Specialist

Email: john.kinara@brooklynpark.org
Phone: 763-493-8054
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For future homeowners
Down Payment and Closing Cost 
Assistance Program - CEE
This program is designed to provide down payment 
and closing cost assistance to first time homebuyers 
in Brooklyn Park. 

The loan is deferred at 0% APR and requires no 
monthly payments.  The loan is 100% forgiven if the 
property is not sold, transferred, and is still occupied 
for 10 years. Income limits apply and are 120% of the 
area median income and tiered by household size. 

Homebuyer education for first time buyers will be 
required and a minimum cash investment of the 
lesser: 1% of the purchase price or $1,000. The loan 
amount is up to $10,000 for Brooklyn Park residents 
and up to $7,500 for non-residents. The purchase 
price cannot exceed $328,200.

For investors
Rental Housing Rehabilitation Loan 
Program
Brooklyn Park now offers the Rental Housing Rehabilitation 
Loan Program to provide affordable financial resources 
to invest in physical and structural improvements of the 
city’s small rental apartment housing stock. Funds will 
be awarded up to a 10-year, 0% (.217% APR)* loan for 
Brooklyn Park residents meeting one of these criteria:

• Owners whose households are income-qualified 
(120% area median income or less) OR 

• Owners who keep the rent affordable at 60% area 
median income during the loan term through a deed 
restriction for the term of the loan.

• If neither of the above terms can be met, funds will be 
awarded up to a 10-year term at a fixed interest rate of 
3% (3.229% APR)*.

• Loan amount: $10,000 to $100,000, based on number 
of units. The EDA may consider requests for loan 
amounts more than the maximum on a special case by 
case basis. 

*APR is based on a loan of $100,000 and a 10-year loan 
term

Housing programs 8





Recreation and Parks
Three ways to get  
your GetUp&Go

Recreation and Parks continues  
to offer many great programs  
and events in the GetUp&Go!

There are 3 ways to  
get your GetUp&Go

1. Online at www.brooklynpark.org/recreation
2. In-person at the Community Activity Center  

5600 85th Ave. N., Brooklyn Park
3. Over the phone by calling 763-493-8333  

(a copy will be mailed by request)

Due to COVID-19 MN Dept of Health Guidelines 
please follow the Stay Safe MN guidelines below:
• All attendees must take an at-home Health Screening (click to 

download screening pdf) before attending the events
• Anyone with symptoms consistent with Covid-19 should  

stay home
• To protect one another, masks are required at all events
• All attendees must enter through the entrance gate and check in 

with the attendant
• Maintain social distancing of at least 6’ between family groups
• Please no outside food
• We kindly ask that pets do not attend events with you

612.238.4444  •  eventmanagers@damico.com 
damicocatering.com  •  @edinburghusaevents

  BREATHTAKING VIEWS     
BEAUTIFUL CUISINE

A T  E D I N B U R G H  U S A

AVA I L A B L E  F O R  2 0 2 1 / 2 0 2 2  
C E L E B R AT I O N S  A N D  E V E N T S

Engagement Parties  l  Rehearsal Dinners  l  Weddings  l  Brunch

Cadence & Eli Photography Cadence & Eli Photography JM Photography

Upcoming community  
events
ZANEWOOD WINTER FUN
MONDAY, February 8, 1 –3 pm

Have Snow Much Fun on a Monday—No School Day!  
Dress warm with winter clothing and meet us at 
Zanewood Recreation Center! Reserve your ticket for an 
afternoon of winter fun. Activities include: how to build a 
snowman, making the perfect snowball, how to build a 
snow fort, make an ”ice” castle or fort with sugar cubes,  
and snow art. Masks are required. For all youth up to age 14; 
parents are required to attend with youth 9 and under.  
Free, reserve your ticket online ahead of time; to register click here

VALENTINES DAY PARKING LOT BINGO 
Zanewood Recreation Center Parking Lot
FRIDAY, February 12, 4 – 5 pm

Do you love to play BINGO?! Join us for a fun family  
outing from the safety of your car. BINGO will be called 
through a FM transmitter. Paper BINGO cards will be 
distributed at the parking lot, bring your own marker, 
dauber or pen, and turn on your FM dial! 
Free, reserve your ticket online ahead of time; to register click here

WINTERFEST
Community Activity Center, front lawn
SATURDAY, February 20, 1 –3 pm

“Do you want to build a snowman?” Enjoy winter with 
your family and Brooklyn Park Recreation! The CAC front lawn 
will be our winter wonderland where you can participate 
in a snow art contest (snowman/snow-sculpture), make a 
sugar cube "ice" castle or fort, go snow bowling, find the 
spud scavenger hunt, go on a winter story walk path and 
try snowshoeing (limited snowshoes available).
Free, reserve your ticket online ahead of time; to register click here 

Too cold outside to exercise?  
Looking for an alternative place to work out?  

The Community Activity Center is are now offering  
“Buy a 30-day pass and receive the next 30 days FREE!” 

For more information,  
check out the website here or call 763-493-8333

http://www.brooklynpark.org/registration
https://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/coronavirus/materials/screen.pdf
https://web2.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/mnbrooklynparkwt.wsc/search.html?module=PST&fmid=22504392 
https://web2.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/mnbrooklynparkwt.wsc/search.html?module=PST&fmid=22504141
https://web2.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/mnbrooklynparkwt.wsc/search.html?module=PST&fmid=22504690 
https://www.brooklynpark.org/our-facilities/cac-3/#fitness-room--
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Recreation and Parks

Recreation and Parks ∙ Brooklyn Park Community Activity Center ∙ 5600 85th Avenue N ∙ 763-493-8333

Park / Location Sledding Hill Outdoor Skating Rink Outdoor Hockey Rink 

Bass Creek Park
6665 Boone Avenue X

Brookdale Park 
7650 June Avenue X X X

Central Park 
8440 Regent Avenue X X X

College Park 
8233 West Broadway Ave X

Edinbrook Park 
2900 Edinbrook Parkway X

Hartkopf Park 
7324 Hampshire Avenue X

Jewell Park 
1400 89th Avenue X

Monroe Park 
700 Meadowwood Drive X

Norwood Park 
8100 Newton Avenue X X

Willowstone Park 
1909 95th Avenue X X X

Mississippi Gateway 
Regional Park  
10360 West River Road

For snowshoeing, hiking, geocaching, and more winter fun!  
www.threeriversparks.org/location/mississippi-gateway-regional-park

Winter Recreation near you
Enjoy the parks this winter! 
Step outside, build a snowman, have a snowball fight, go sledding, take a hike, skate, and see what nature brings.  

For all park locations, plus a map to find parks, go to: www.brooklynpark.org/parks/

Recreation and Parks
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STAY CONNECTED!

Mattress recycling mastery! 
by Tim Pratt

I’m not sure why but President’s Day weekend is 
considered to be the best time of the year to buy a 
mattress. I know my plans are subdued this year, but 
perhaps I’ll need a good night’s rest to commemorate 
our democracy in 2022. 

You might not realize it because they are so big, but 
mattresses can be recycled – just not in your cart. The 
city collaborates with Second Chance Recycling - a 
social enterprise business that empowers people 
facing employment barriers to gain job and life skills. 
Workers disassemble mattresses and box springs into 
their components which are sold to manufacturers.

You may have met some of the workers if you 
brought a mattress to the Special Materials Drop-Off 
Day. You may have also noticed that the prices are a 
little cheaper at the Drop-Off Day. That’s because the 
city pays a portion of the disposal fee to incentivize 
residents to recycle mattresses. By the way, the next 
Drop-Off Day is Saturday, April 24.

But you don’t have to wait until April. The easiest 
option is to have the mattress company recycle your 
old mattress when they deliver the new one. You 
can drop off mattresses for a fee at Second Chance 
Recycling in Minneapolis or pay a little extra to have 
them pick up mattresses at your home.

Until next time, help others and help the environment 
by recycling your mattress my friends. 
 
Tim Pratt–Recycling Manager, Operations and 
Maintenance

Tales from Tim’s 
Recycling Bin 

Minnesota passed legislation in 2019 
allowing local communities to set speed 
limits on city-owned roadways once they 
have approved a policy that provides a 
framework. Previously, all speed limits were set 
by the State.
In December 2020, City Council approved a speed limit 
policy for city-owned roads that will take effect on July 1, 
2021. The policy includes a review of the city’s recent crash 
and speed history and national speed limit guidance and 
studies. Any speed limit changes must be communicated 
to the public. The Community Long-Range Improvement 
Commission advised the City Council on this issue. Here is 
an overview of the policy:
• About 95% of city-owned roads will not be changed.
• Maintain 30 mph limit on local and Class II Collector Roads.
• Use the 50% percentile speed, safety and other factors 
outlined in policy for Class I Collector Roads and Minor 
Arterial Roads.
• City Engineer will be designated as the authority to set 
the speed limits on roadways. Engineering staff will be 
conducting analyses through June 2021 to determine 
actual traffic speeds, which will be used to be used to set 
appropriate speed limits.
• Residents can petition the City Council to review the City 
Engineer’s decision and present extenuating circumstances 
for a different speed limit. A two thirds vote by Council will 
be needed to consider a new speed limit.
• If a road is petitioned by residents and not approved by 
Council, the action cannot be voted again for 2 years unless 
there is a change to the characteristics of the road.
• Implementation starts July 1, 2021, allowing for outreach 
and changing of signs.
Staff will inform residents of any speed 
limit changes and share updates.

Speed limit policy 
approved

Learn More

https://www.brooklynpark.org/speed-limit-policy


For more information contact Paul Vang
Paul.vang@brooklynk.works (612) 834-6108



NORTH HENNEPIN COMMUNITY COLLEGE

NHCC offers lifelong learning
If you’re curious and ready to learn from new people and 
experiences, we welcome you to explore North Hennepin 
Community College. The average age of our student is 
25 years, and 67 percent attend part-time. We are a great 
solution for learning at any age or life stage, including 
earning college credit in high school, transferring credits 
to a four-year institution, earning a certificate to advance 
your career, and pursuing a bachelor’s degree on campus 

through our university partnerships. Learn more by 
connecting with our Admissions team. 

Regards,

Dr. Rolando García

Learn more & connect 
Even though we are not on campus, we are here to support you through the college process. We invite you to learn 
more about NHCC and connect with us at www.nhcc.edu/visit.  

Corrections
NHCC offers two tracks, including an AS degree and a 
certificate. The Corrections AS degree prepares students 
for entry-level positions in correctional facilities, includ-
ing jails and management of offenders in community 
settings, while the Corrections certificate provides an 
introduction to various careers in the field of corrections. 
Related programs include Criminal Justice and Law 
Enforcement. Learn more at www.nhcc.edu/corrections. 

Virtual appointment:  Schedule an appointment with an Admissions 
Representative and we’ll waive your application fee. 

Virtual campus tour:  View a guided tour of campus highlights by our 
Admissions team or take a self-guided panoramic tour.

Virtual information session:  Attend a live information session 
Mondays 3pm, Tuesdays 3:30pm, and Fridays 10am.

New program spotlight

Environmental Science
The Environmental Science AS degree prepares 
students for introductory jobs in the field of environ-
mental science and environmental technology. Stu-
dents will complete a strong base of science and math 
courses along with other core program and general 
education courses. Credits transfer to Bemidji State 
Environmental Studies, B.S. Learn more at 
www.nhcc.edu/environmentalscience.



NORTH HENNEPIN COMMUNITY COLLEGE

Meet our ‘new’ academic deans

Anthony Miller
Dean of Liberal Arts and Academic Foundations
Anthony served as an interim dean for the past two years, and has taught 
English since 2010.

What are your top priorities now as a dean? 
One is supporting and participating in the equity work that’s happening 
on campus and across Minnesota State, both within and beyond the scope 
of the Equity 2030 initiative. It’s great to see how far the conversations on 
campus have grown since I first started getting involved in equity initia-
tives. I’m excited to support the great work being done by faculty and staff 
across the college. I know that I’ve been challenged and grown over the 
course of doing the work, and I’m optimistic that we’ll see great things 
come of this at NHCC and in our community as well. 

How do you like to spend your free time? 
I’ve been listening to a lot of new music recently. I like watching horror 
movies, and playing video games when I have time. Aside from that, I 
connect with friends and family.  

Visit the NHCC blog to read more. 

Kathy Hendrickson
Dean of Fine Arts, Languages, and Communication
Kathy served as an interim dean for the past year, and has taught theatre 
since 2015. 

What did you learn in your role as an interim dean? 
I learned so much of everything that goes on behind the scenes to get 
classes up and running, as well as the equal commitment and work that 
goes on with Student Affairs. I am in awe of the community that makes up 
North Hennepin. It is full of good people, really good people. I also learned 
that I like doing the job much more than I thought I would. I love it! The 
pace of it matches my internal pace.

How do you like to spend your free time? 
I like to cook, play Minecraft and do crossword puzzles. I enjoy attending 
virtual theatre and music events. I hang out with my son, husband and two 
dogs (all boys), downhill ski and check in with friends and family.  

Visit the NHCC blog to read more.

@NorthHennepin @NorthHennepin nhcc.edu@NorthHennepin 
CommunityCollege

Equal Opportunity Educator and Employer. To receive this information in an alternative format, 
call 763-493-0555 (Voice) or via the Minnesota Relay at 1-800-627-3529. 

https://direc.to/fV1R
https://direc.to/fV1X


NORTH HENNEPIN COMMUNITY COLLEGE

Join Us! 
All are welcome to this free virtual event!
The BOLD Leadership Summit was first introduced in February 2018 to 
engage and rally NHCC alumni, students, faculty, staff, and community 
members who are interested in learning more about leadership. 
Hear from our speakers their personal thoughts and inspirational 
stories on what leadership means to them. 

Sponsored by:

Friday, February 26, 2021 | 7:30 – 8:30 am 
Live Virtual Event via Zoom

Register Today at http://bit.ly/PPBOLD2021

Benjamin T. Rasmussen, MBA
Non-Executive Chairman at Northeast 
Securities Corporation
Partner at startup incubator, Twin Ignition
Board of Directors at Northeast Bank
NHCC Alum

Olga Vasilyeva, M.S. (Economics)
Software Developer – FedEx Services
NHCC Alum

Roy Richardson Jr. 
Filmmaker
NHCC Alum

Speakers Announcing the 
2021 Distinguished 
Alumni!

Joseph Collins, M.A.
Chief Information Officer
North Hennepin 
Community College
2002 NHCC Alum

Questions? 
Contact us at foundation@nhcc.edu 
or 763-424-0815.

2021 
Distinguished 

Alumni




