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Message from Mayor Jeffrey Lunde
Brooklyn Park Residents, 
As I transition into my new role as your Hennepin County Commissioner, I want you 
to know that I am thrilled to continue serving you. Thank you for granting me the 
opportunity to serve as your mayor all these years. 
We have accomplished much together. Our 610 corridor and other parts of the 
city continue to attract businesses and development. We have seen job growth 
skyrocket and project to bring thousands more good paying jobs to our city.  
Our community is safer with an overall trend of reduced crime over the last  
15 plus years. One of our greatest assets as a community is our growing diversity.  
Our resident survey results show that Brooklyn Park is a place residents love and enjoy.
As I look to the future, Brooklyn Park has much to look forward to. I will continue 
to partner with the city to make the Blue Line Light Rail Extension project a reality 
with five stops in Brooklyn Park. Our growth along the northwest part of the city 
will see even more attractive development with the completion of the 169/101st 
interchange and future light rail stops. We will remain committed to our Cities 
United work and help our youth of color be successful. Also, we will work to make 
Brooklyn Park an arts destination in the region through our partnership with North 
Hennepin Community College in the development of the Center of Innovation and the  
Arts (CITA). 
I am confident Brooklyn Park will have a new mayor who will carry this work forward 
continuing to make our community thrive and a great place to live.
Finally, I want to thank the residents, City Council and city staff for all your support!

Mayor Jeffrey Lunde Elected Hennepin County Commissioner

Mayor Lunde takes 
over for Commissioner 
Mike Opat 
In January 2021, Mayor Jeffrey Lunde 
will transition to his new role as the 
Hennepin County Commissioner 
for District 1. Because this district 
includes Brooklyn Park, Mayor Lunde 
will continue to serve our community.

“It is an honor to be elected to continue 
to serve District 1,” said Mayor Lunde. 

“We have accomplished so much over 
the last decade and I am thrilled to 
accomplish even more on the Hennepin 
County board.”
Mayor Lunde has served as Mayor  
of Brooklyn Park since May 2011.  
He was re-elected by residents twice. 

Prior to being Mayor, he served 
the East District from January 2007 
through December 2010.

“Brooklyn Park is one of the most 
diverse cities in the Midwest. I have 
enjoyed learning from the different 
cultural groups and finding common 
ground to move our city forward,” said 
Mayor Lunde. “We have laid a great 
foundation and I’m confident the future 
is bright for residents in Brooklyn Park.”
Mayor Lunde has been a great leader, 
receiving national recognition for his 
work. In 2019, he was named one of 
The Hill’s “Six mayors getting it done.” 
A title he earned by rising above the 
politics and focusing on the issues in 
front of him to help his community.
Mayor Lunde has also been 
instrumental in making our 
community safer. He is an active 

member of Cities United and My 
Brother’s Keeper, two organizations 
that offer support to young people  
in need of guidance to make the  
right decisions.

“A large part of what has made Brooklyn 
Park so successful are the staff and 
residents. Community engagement has 
been part of our fabric and listening to 
the community’s concerns and acting 
on them is something that will continue 
to help build our community.”                         
A special election will be held this year 
to fill the mayor seat. The candidate 
elected will complete the balance of 
Mayor Lunde’s term, which expires 
December 31, 2022. Follow this  
page for more information:  
www.brooklynpark.org/elections/.

Park Pages is online!
Due to COVID-19 and how quickly information
changes, we are going digital for a few months.
You can find a new Park Pages online every
month at www.brooklynpark.org 

Want a paper copy?
1. Pick one up

Stop by City Hall, 5200 85th Ave N
2. Have it mailed

Leave a message (763-238-5216) with your 
address OR Scan the QR code to the right.



Businesses surviving 
COVID-19
Small businesses are among the 
hardest hit as the coronavirus 
(COVID-19) pandemic continues.  
We interviewed three Brooklyn Park 
small business owners to understand 
how their business have been affected 
by the virus and how they are keeping 
their doors open safely. 

Brooklyn Eye Care

How has the COVID pandemic 
affected your business budget and 
business plans? 

“It was really hard on small businesses, 
especially mine. We generate income by 
checking on people’s eyes but during the 
time of the pandemic it was difficult to 
get people in and we lost three months 
revenue. It became difficult to make 
payments to the landlord but thank God 
we survived.” –Dr. Vivian Ekemezie
What are some changes you had  
to make when you reopened  
your business? 

“Our job is face to face, we had to get 
shields between our doctors and the 
patients and shield for the instruments as 
well. We sanitized areas and washed our 

hands more frequently; we even got a 
blue light machine that helps to sanitize 
the office as well as the frames the 
patients try on.” –Dr. Vivian Ekemezie
How has the city been helping your 
business throughout the pandemic? 

“Everything is centered around getting 
revenue in and during the time that I 
couldn’t, the city provided grants that 
helped me to pay my landlord and get 
PPE equipment.” –Dr. Vivian Ekemezie

Miyabi Grill 
As a new business what are some 
of the challenges you faced while 
opening your restaurant?  

“The hardest part was to find financial 
capital, people to help me with my 
plan and finding employees. It was 
also challenging to find a landlord who 
would work with the vison I had for the 
restaurant.” –Phi Tran 
How has the COVID pandemic 
affected your business budget and 
business plans? 

“No one was really prepared for this;  
it was a scary situation because people 
stopped spending money and there was 
lots of delay in construction when the 
pandemic started.” –Phi Tran

How has the city been helping your 
business throughout the pandemic? 

"The city had a lot of resources in terms of 
finding people who you can talk to, the 
health department was very helpful.”  

–Phi Tran

Value Foods African Market

How has the COVID pandemic 
affected your business? 

“The pandemic was hard to deal with. 
Employees were not coming in on time 
and some of them quit. We had to put 
different measures in place to keep the 
employees we had left and customers 
safe. Another challenge we faced was 
having our supply chain delay, we began 
to run out of supply which caused us to 
lose revenue in the end.” –Abdou Jaiteh
What are some challenges you faced 
when you reopened your business? 

“We have a deli in our store, it got really 
slow because customers were not 
coming in much.” –Abdou Jaiteh
How has the city been helping your 
business throughout the pandemic? 

“The city has really helped me in terms of 
sharing information with me through 
emails, they were open to helping my 
business despite COVID and had many 
resources that I could use to stay afloat.” 

–Abdou Jaiteh

In November, Brooklyn Park voted to re-elect Lisa Jacobson 
to the East District and Susan Pha to the West District. Boyd 
Morson is newly elected to the Central District. Morson 
replaces Mark Mata who decided to not seek re-election. 
We caught up with the elected City Council Members and 
here is what they want to share with residents.
Lisa Jacobson, East District

“We are facing important decisions in Brooklyn Park in the 
areas of community relations, spending and development 
projects moving forward during a pandemic. Police and fire, 
housing, transportation, and resident safety and success are 
most important to me, based on what I hear from residents. 
Everything comes at a cost, thus balancing the needs with the 
costs to provide those needs takes a leader who understands 
what this job is and what it isn’t. It takes someone with my 
leadership, dedication and experience to lead Brooklyn Park. 
The last four years has been one filled with hard decisions, 
including the pandemic we are in, and I have worked to 
represent my district well each and every day.”
Susan Pha, West District

“During this COVID 19 pandemic it is critical for us in the 
upcoming year to continue working in partnership with others 
to ensure the health and safety of our residents. Make sure 

we provide resources to meet the needs of our residents and 
businesses and work towards a strong economic recovery. I 
want to also see us work on public safety, policing, quality 
developments, infrastructure investments in our city and 
programing that creates opportunities for people.”
Boyd Morson, Central District

“I love our uniquely diverse, culturally rich, undiscovered and 
untapped community that  makes up our mosaic city. I further 
love the opportunity the people have given me to pick up from 
where I left off when I was serving the residents as a Human 
Rights Commissioner. It was there while serving the people, 
that I began, building a bridge that had begun on purpose 
and willingly to provide a platform that would deliberately 
recognize, invite, welcome, include and celebrate our diverse 
community in the city.”
For more information on the council members and the 
reasons they ran, please visit: www.brooklynpark.org/
community-story/new-city-council-members-2020/.
The Brooklyn Park City Council members are:

East District
Lisa Jacobson
Terry Parks

West District
Susan Pha
Wynfred Russell

Central District
Boyd Morson
Tonja West-Hafner

New City Council Members
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Recreation and Parks

Recreation and Parks ∙ Brooklyn Park Community Activity Center ∙ 5600 85th Avenue N ∙ 763-493-8333

Park / Location Sledding Hill Outdoor Skating Rink Outdoor Hockey Rink 

Bass Creek Park
6665 Boone Avenue X

Brookdale Park 
7650 June Avenue X X X

Central Park 
8440 Regent Avenue X X X

College Park 
8233 West Broadway Ave X

Edinbrook Park 
2900 Edinbrook Parkway X

Hartkopf Park 
7324 Hampshire Avenue X

Jewell Park 
1400 89th Avenue X

Monroe Park 
700 Meadowwood Drive X

Norwood Park 
8100 Newton Avenue X X

Willowstone Park 
1909 95th Avenue X X X

Mississippi Gateway 
Regional Park  
10360 West River Road

For snowshoeing, hiking, geocaching, and more winter fun!  
www.threeriversparks.org/location/mississippi-gateway-regional-park

Winter Recreation near you
Enjoy the parks this winter! 
Step outside, build a snowman, have a snowball fight, go sledding, take a hike, skate, and see what nature brings.  

For all park locations, plus a map to find parks, go to: www.brooklynpark.org/parks/
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Recreation and Parks ∙ Brooklyn Park Community Activity Center ∙ 5600 85th Avenue N ∙ 763-493-8333 Recreation and Parks ∙ Brooklyn Park Community Activity Center ∙ 5600 85th Avenue N ∙ 763-493-8333

Recreation and Parks

8–9 
Swim

Lessons

6    
Community  

Events 12–13 
Youth

Sports

3 WAYS TO GET YOURGetUp&Go Recreation Programs Brochure:
1. View GetUp&Go online at   www.brooklynpark.org/recreation 

2. Pick up your copy at the  Community Activity Center  5600 85th Ave N, Brooklyn Park
3. Call to have one mailed  763-493-8333 

GetUp&GoGetUp&GoGetUp&GoBrooklyn Park Recreation & Parks Programs and Events

Three ways to get your GetUp&Go
Recreation and Parks continues to offer many great programs and events 
and there are 3 ways to learn all about them when you get your GetUp&Go!

1. View the Recreation brochure online  
 at www.brooklynpark.org/recreation

2. In-person at the Community Activity Center,  
 5600 85th Ave N, Brooklyn Park

3. Call 763-493-8333, and a copy  
 will be mailed at your request

facebook.com/BPRecreationandParks

facebook.com/BPNaturePreschool

facebook.com/AdultsOnTheMove

facebook.com/BPDance

facebook.com/BPSummerCamps

facebook.com/BrooklandGolfPark

PLUS! Connect with Recreation & Parks through social media!
facebook.com/bprecreationandparksfacebook.com/bprecreationandparks

SPECIALTY SOCIAL MEDIA  
RECREATION & PARKS PAGES:
• Brooklyn Park Nature Preschool

• Adults on the Move 
• Historic Eidem Farm
• Brooklyn Park Dance  

• Summer Camps
• Brookland Golf Park  

• Edinburgh USA 
• Rec on the Go

• Zanewood Recreation Center   

facebook.com/EdinburghUSA

facebook.com/HistoricEidemFarm

facebook.com/RecontheGo

facebook.com/ZanewoodRecCenter



NORTH HENNEPIN COMMUNITY COLLEGE

NHCC in solidarity 
North Hennepin Community College stands firm against 
racism and all forms of human oppression. We are com-
mitted to uncovering truth, racial healing and transfor-
mation within the college, Minnesota State, and in the 
surrounding communities through a variety of diversity 
and inclusion strategic initiatives. Below are testimonials 
from a handful of community members who have been 
impacted by this work. Thank you to all of our partners for 

participating in this journey with us. Please visit 
www.nhcc.edu/solidarity to learn more about our work 
and opportunities to get involved.
Regards,

Dr. Rolando García

Brooklyn Center  
Community Schools
Racial Healing Circles for 
Employees
“The racial healing circles were 
emotional, educational, enlight-
ening, inspirational and more. 
The response from the staff who 
participated was overwhelmingly 
positive, with requests for more 
sessions.” – Michelle Auld,  
Wellness Coordinator

City of Brooklyn Center
Anti-Racism Reading & 
Discussion Group
“The book How To Be An Antiracist has 
been a challenging read for me, which 
is why I like it. It certainly takes one out 
of their comfort zone. I’ve found that 
within our discussion groups we don’t 
always agree nor do we agree with the 
author on a number of points. The most 
rewarding thing is we don’t have to agree 
but we still benefit from all the varied 
perspectives.” – Tim 
Gannon, Police Chief

Minnesota State 
Black Table Talk – a monthly webinar elevating Black 
voices, knowledge & expertise 
“I found my experience on the Black Table Talk insightful. I 
appreciated having an opportunity to reflect upon and con-
verse with one another about the role of our identities and 
external incidents in our ability to execute higher education 
work. Shedding a light on these complexities can help to 
foster a more improved culture across the system and in-
crease the likelihood of retaining Black faculty and staff.” 
 – Brittany M. Williams, Ph.D, St. Cloud State University  
Assistant Professor of Higher Education Administration

City of Brooklyn Park
7th Annual Community Forum on Race
“All aspects of the evening were truly in-
sightful and eye-opening. At the end, we 
were all encouraged to commit to taking 
at least one step in the next month to 
build racial healing in our community.” 
– Wokie C. Freeman-Gbogba, 
Assistant City Manager

NHCC 
Community 

Racial Healing 
Initiatives



@NorthHennepin @NorthHennepin nhcc.edu@NorthHennepin 
CommunityCollege

Equal Opportunity Educator and Employer. To receive this information in an alternative format, 
call 763-493-0555 (Voice) or via the Minnesota Relay at 1-800-627-3529. 

NORTH HENNEPIN COMMUNITY COLLEGE

Congratulations to Trung Le and Abshir Mohamed, recipients of the 
new Racial and Social Justice Leadership Scholarship that encourages 
students to be engaged in this important work, and to reward student 
leaders who are committed to societal change. Each student will be 
awarded $1,000.  

The students are not the only ones impacted. Community member 
and former NHCC dean Jane Wilson contributed her time and treasure 
to this scholarship. “Many in our country seem to have taken the idea 
of freedom and liberty to mean the exclusion of one’s responsibility to 
the community as a whole. I hope an educated citizen of the future will 
remember and act with the good of the whole in mind as well as one’s 
personal freedom.”  

Learn more and donate at www.nhcc.edu/foundation. 

Racial and Social Justice Leadership Scholarship

We are thrilled Irma will 
reunite with NHCC to create 
a one-of-a-kind production 
with, for, and about our stu-
dents this spring. Get to know 
Irma in this Q&A, and read 
the full excerpt at www.blog.
nhcc.edu. Find upcoming 
events at nhccfinearts.org. 

 
How did you start your career?
I started off in theater as a designer. I was a really good 
designer, but I was always inevitably designing for male 
directors. I realized I had ideas for plays beyond design 
and I wanted to explore the field. I ended up being the 
first person in my family to ever graduate from college. 
I have a master of fine arts in theater design. The edu-

cational space really interested me and I didn’t want to 
leave, so I decided to pursue a Ph.D. I went to Stanford, 
where I was fully encouraged to focus on directing. Stan-
ford was conscious of the lack of women of color direc-
tors and trained me with the goal of changing the field. 
I became the first LatinX person ever to graduate from 
Stanford with a joint Ph.D. in Drama and Humanities.   

How would you describe your artistic practice? 
My artistic practice is very much about interdisciplinary 
work. I had the wonderful experience of meeting mentors 
who pushed me into directions that increased my creativ-
ity. They seized my intellectual abilities and made me in-
terweave all of them. I did become a playwright, a director 
and a scholar; and all of that was expanded and supported 
by the fact that I was once a designer. Today, I think of 
myself as a very interdisciplinary theater-maker or theater 
artist. I think it’s kind of boring to just do one thing.

Q&A Featuring Guest Playwright Dr. Irma Mayorga

Trung Le

Abshir 
Mohamed

Save the Date: 2/26/21 
BOLD Leadership Summit
We’re going virtual! 
Learn more and register at www.nhcc.edu/foundationevents.

Sponsored by
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STAY CONNECTED!

Too much of a good thing? 
by Tim Pratt

Recently, I was at a City Council meeting in one of 
the other cities that I work for and a councilmember 
asked me what new things he could put in his 
recycling cart. I think my answer took him (and may 
take you) by surprise. I said I don’t need new stuff. 
Recycling is not designed so that you can move 
waste from your garbage to your recycling cart. 
Recycling provides manufacturers with material 
they can use to make new products. If you put 
things in your recycling cart that you think should 
be recycled, you may end up contaminating the 
load. We say "if in doubt, throw it out."
Previously, the recycling world was focused on  
what new things we could add to our programs. 
Now, we’re finding that we need to emphasize that 
we want fewer things so that we can keep clean 
the material we do want. When you received the 
2021 Recycling Calendar in the mail, you may have 
noticed that we added a "No" column — things 
people commonly put in their carts that we've 
either never wanted or no longer want.
Here’s the no list: plastic bags, shredded paper, 
styrofoam and scrap metal.
I don’t have space to list all the reasons we don’t 
want these items. But if you want to email me at  
tim.pratt@brooklynpark.org, I’m happy to talk 
trash with you. 
Until next time, recycle the right stuff my friends.
Tim Pratt–Recycling Manager, Operations and 
Maintenance

Tales from Tim’s 
Recycling Bin 

Health on the Go is a collaborative 
project between the Cities of Brooklyn 
Park and Brooklyn Center, Hennepin County 
Public Health, and community health workers. Together they 
have designed mobile health units that will travel throughout 
Brooklyn Park and Brooklyn Center, providing access to health 
services during the COVID-19 pandemic. Health on the Go will 
bring resources to residents where they live and worship. 
Our shared mission is to deploy resources to those most 
impacted by COVID-19. If successful, we will seek expansion to 
address other health disparities, like access to healthy foods. 
This project is coordinated by the Brooklyn Bridge Alliance for 
Youth. It is funded by Hennepin County Public Health Services 
and federal COVID relief funds allocated to the city government. 
Services will be provided by community health workers from 
Brooklyn Center Health Resource Center, ACER and Hennepin 
County Public Health.  
Beginning in December or January, services will focus on 
COVID-19 testing and information, prevention supplies, flu 
shots and mental healthcare resources. Hennepin County Public 
Health staff and community health workers will be inside the 
unit, on-site to help people with services. 
Health on the Go is not an emergency room and it shouldn't 
replace a clinic visit. During our pilot year we will learn from 
residents what their healthcare needs are and expand resources 
to meet these needs. Through partnerships we will expand 
services to address social determinants of health such as 
applying for medical insurance, housing and employment. 

“It's a simple idea...take existing health resources to people. This 
approach reduces barriers to getting the health resources families 
need to survive this difficult time, and is a new way for our city and 
county government to respond creatively to community needs.”

–Rebecca Gilgen, executive director of Brooklyn Bridge Alliance  
for Youth.

New health initiative  
in Brooklyn Park
Health on the Go


