
APPROVED MINUTES 

MINUTES OF THE BROOKLYN PARK PLANNING COMMISSION 
Regular Meeting – October 14, 2020 
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1. CALL TO ORDER 
 

The meeting was called to order at 7:02 PM. 
 
2. ROLL CALL/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
Those present were: Commissioners, Husain, Kiekow, Kisch, Mohamed, Muvundamina, and 
Vosberg; Planning Director Sherman; Senior Planner Larson.  
 
Those not present were: Commissioners Aarestad, Herbers, and Morton-Spears; Council Liaison 
Russell.  
 
3. EXPLANATION BY CHAIR 
 
4. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
MOTION VOSBERG, SECOND HUSAIN TO APPROVE THE OCTOBER 14, 2020 AGENDA. 
 
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
5. CONSENT AGENDA 

 
A. Minutes – September 9, 2020 

 
B. Christina’s Child Care – Time Extension for Conditional Use Permit #19-122 at 7516 

Brooklyn Blvd.  
 
MOTION VOSBERG, SECOND MUVUNDAMINS TO APPROVE THE OCTOBER 14, 2020 
CONSENT AGENDA.  
 
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
6. PUBLIC HEARING 

 
A. N1 Motion (Rakim Anim) – Conditional Use Permit #20-122 for a commercial indoor 

recreational facility over 2,450 square feet at 8376 89th Avenue North.   
 
Senior Planner Larson introduced the application to allow an indoor recreational facility of about 
9,200 square feet within the Quantronics Business Park.  The zoning code allows for this type of 
use of this size with a Conditional Use Permit.  The space is mostly contained in one level, but 
there is a small second level mezzanine used for some small workout classes.  A site visit 
revealed several dumpsters misplaced throughout the business park, but staff will be working with 
the business park property owners to resolve this concern. Staff recommends approval. 
 
Commissioner Chair Kisch opened the public hearing.  
 
Seeing no one approach the podium, Commissioner Chair Kisch closed the public hearing. 
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Commissioner Kiekow asked where outdoor workout classes be held.   
 
Rakim Anim, the applicant and owner of N1 Motion, explained outdoor classes will be held on the 
backside of the building near the truck and loading docks where there is open space and low 
amounts of traffic.  They don’t anticipate hosting a lot of outdoor classes.   
 
MOTION MOHAMED, SECOND HUSAIN TO RECOMMEND APPROVAL OF CONDITIONAL 
USE PERMIT #20-122 FOR A COMMERCIAL INDOOR RECREATION FACILITY OVER 2,450 
SQUARE FEET AT 8376 89TH AVENUE NORTH, SUBJECT TO CONDITIONS IN THE DRAFT 
RESOLTUION. 
 
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
Planning Director Sherman stated all public hearing applications are scheduled to be reviewed at 
the City Council meeting on October 26, 2020. 

 
B. Raising Cane’s (Ben Johnson/Kimley-Horn) – Conditional Use Permit #20-121 for a 

restaurant with a drive-thru at 5625 96th Avenue North.  
 

Senior Planner Larson introduced the application for a new restaurant that will utilize the rest of 
the site from the recently developed Panera. The building for Raising Cane’s will be similar in size 
at just under 3,400 square feet with a drive-thru that starts at the southeast corner, wraps around, 
and exits at the northwest corner.  The site and landscaping plan do meet all the zoning 
requirements. Staff recommends extension of the pedestrian walkway on the site to meet 
walkability and connectivity intent of the Town Center Zoning District.  There is a potential walkway 
and driveway expansion shown on the plans to the east, but there are no guarantees as to how 
the neighboring land will develop.  If it is a business type use that comes in, a developed 
pedestrian walkway will give employees a reason to walk over to the restaurant.   Zane Avenue 
borders the site and is up a little higher than the site as it goes over Highway 610, so having a 
connection to Zane requires a way to move down to the site.  There are two walkway connections 
shown in the site plan, a ramp that meets accessibility slopes and a flight of stars recommend by 
MN DOT.  The applicant does not want to deal with the maintenance of the stairs and prefers to 
focus on the ramp which is sufficient for City Staff.  Staff recommends approval. 
 
Ben Johnson, a civil engineer with Kimley-Horn, introduced himself and Raising Cane’s to the 
Planning Commission.   
 
Commissioner Chair Kisch opened the public hearing. 
 
Seeing no one approach the podium, Commission Chair Kisch closed the public hearing. 
 
Commissioner Vosberg ask for clarification about the ramp and stairs off of Zane down into the 
parking lot. 
 
Senior Planner Larson explained the ramp along Zane Ave meets ADA slope requirements where 
it is not too steep, and then the stairs offer a second way to get to the site from Zane Ave.  He 
added the stairs are redundant, and Raising Cane’s is not interested in the extra maintenance for 
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the stairs particularly in the winter.  He noted staff agrees the ramp alone is sufficient, so the stairs 
would be removed from the site plan.  
 
Commissioner Vosberg pointed to condition 4.07 that requires the street trees along Zane Ave 
must be moved to the east of the sidewalk instead of in the Boulevard.  She asked why this would 
be required.  
 
Senior Planner Larson explained Zane Ave is a Hennepin County roadway with a relatively higher 
speed limit, and at that speed limit Hennepin County doesn’t like trees in the boulevard due as it 
can be a potential collision hazard.  Moving the trees to the east of the sidewalk would be 
consistent with the other developments along Zane Ave.  
 
Commissioner Vosberg asked about condition 4.09 requiring a future driveway and pedestrian 
connection in the southeastern portion of the site must connect to future development.  She asked 
if the paperwork will require this to occur, or will it only occur if the proposed development is 
conducive to a proposed connection.  
 
Senior Planner Larson reiterated that it is unclear as to what type of development could neighbor 
the restaurant.  It may be a medical office user or other retail or restaurants.  Instead of requiring 
something to be built to the property line today that could be placed in the wrong spot, the 
requirement puts the onus on whatever comes in to build the connection whether it is roadway 
and walkway or just a walkway.  Within the entire 610 Crossings area from Panera all the away 
over to the townhomes there is a blanket cross-access agreement amongst all the businesses, 
so the connection doesn’t need to be narrowly defined in the Conditional Use Permit, it is just 
clarifying the right for a connection if it makes sense.   
 
Commissioner Vosberg asked if Raising Cane’s would be required to add a sidewalk in 5 years 
after development is otherwise complete.  
 
Senior Planner Larson clarified the new development would need to put in the connection. 
 
Commissioner Vosberg asked if there is crosswalk to facilitate pedestrians from the nearby 
townhomes other than the crosswalk at the traffic light.  
 
Senior Planner Larson said the crosswalk is at the light or up at Oak Grove Parkway.  He 
explained land to the west of the site is still undeveloped and the townhomes are to the east 
connected by sidewalks along 96th Ave. Right now, to the west, there is just a field part of Park 
Place Promenade that may have an application for development as soon as this winter.  Further 
west is the 610 West Apartments and the Liberty Oaks Townhomes are north of Oak Grove 
Parkway. 
 
Commissioner Chair Kisch pointed out an existing sidewalk that connects to 96th by the Panera 
site, he recommended addition a condition to connect the Raising Cane’s site by extending the 
existing sidewalk to the east and to the north.  This would reinforce the pedestrian connectivity in 
the area.  He asked if there were bike racks on the site 
 
Senior Planner Larson identified the bike racks on the plans.  
 
Commissioner Mohamed asked if the ramp will be widened further since there won’t be stairs.   
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Senior Planner Larson explained the ramp would be about 5-6 feet wide which is typical of 
connections in the area.  He stated people could try to ride their bikes down the ramp, but it isn’t 
necessarily designed for this to feel comfortable.   
 
Commissioner Mohamed stated his sons are very excited for Raising Cane’s.  However, he 
received some feedback that there is a little problem with the drive-thru design with the Maple 
Grove location. He asked if these difficulties have been addressed with the design for the Brooklyn 
Park location.  
 
Ben Johnson explained the proposed double drive-thru is a completely different design than the 
Maple Grove site which allows for more car stacking.  Since this site is tucked away on a corner, 
substantial stacking would be accommodated before having to overflow to the Panera site.  He is 
unaware of specific issues with the Maple Grove drive-thru other than the problems that are 
common among all drive-thrus at this time.  However, the double drive-thru is a design solution 
to accommodate high demand. 
 
MOTION HUSAIN, SECOND MUVUNDAMINA TO RECOMMEND APPROVAL OF 
CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT #20-121 FOR A RESTAURANT WITH A DRIVE-THRU AT 5625 
96TH AVENUE NORTH, SUBJECT TO CONDITIONS IN THE DRAFT RESOLUTION. 
 
Commissioner Chair Kisch made a friendly amendment to add sidewalk language, as discussed, 
be added to the resolution.   
 
Commissioners Husain and Muvundamina approved the friendly amendment.   
 
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.  
 
7. OTHER BUSINESS (none) 

 
8. DISCUSSION ITEMS  
 

A. BP 2025 Goals 
 
Josie Shardlow, Community Engagement Manager at the City, presented the Brooklyn Park 2025 
plan.  In 2016, several community plans were running concurrently, and the City decided to correct 
for this to get everyone, including Brooklyn Park residents, moving in the same direction.  In the 
summer of 2016, over 900 residents were engaged during the envisioning stage, and the steering 
committee then drafted the 6 goals identified as BP 2025 with the help of city staff facilitation.  The 
draft goals received feedback that fall from over 1600 people, and the City Council approved the 
plan in February of 2017.  After this, city staff went to work in realigning department strategic plans 
aligned with BP 2025 and identifying indicators to measure progress towards achieving the goals.  
 
In total, over 2500 people were engaged in the process which was the most community 
engagement completed up to that point, and this has served as a building point for additional 
engagement initiatives.  69% of received community input was the result of city staff of going out 
to meet people in the community such as events, meeting with faith and civic groups, whiteboards 
up at city buildings and restaurants around town.  There was also an online forum and other 
traditional methods.  The other 31% of input was received through 6 community cafes that 
Brooklyn Park residents received an invitation to in the mail. This allowed for in-depth 
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conversations among residents as to challenges and solutions to improve and grow the City by 
2025.  These 6 goals now organize all city work including staff, commissions, and City Council: 
 

- Goal 1: A united welcoming community, strengthen by our diversity.    
- Goal 2: Beautiful spaces and quality infrastructure make Brooklyn Park a unique 

destination. 
- Goal 3: A balanced economic environment that empowers businesses and people to 

thrive.  
- Goal 4: People of ages have what they need to feel healthy and safe.  
- Goal 5: Partnerships that increase racial and economic equity empower residents and 

neighborhoods to prosper.           
- Goal 6: Effective and engaging government recognized as a leader. 

 
The progress on these goals is updated annually on https://www.brooklynpark.org/brooklyn-park-
2025/ which includes story maps, future work, and statistics for each goal. The City also conducts 
a survey every two years, and in 2019 the survey asked residents for their perception of how the 
City is doing in achieving these goals, and the aim is to see positive perceptions increase in the 
upcoming 2021 survey.  
 
Planning Director Sherman added that she plans to start identifying how planning applications 
and other planning updates fit in to various BP 2025 goals for the Planning Commissions 
consideration.  
 
Commissioner Chair Kisch asked if staff reports could note and address each goal for future 
applications.   
 
Planning Director Sherman confirmed this could be added.  She also highlighted a few relevant 
goals for the Planning Commission from the final 2040 Comprehensive Plan that support BP 2025 
goals: 
 

- Land Use 
o Attention to nature and recreation 
o Jobs! Jobs! Jobs!  
o Many housing options 
o Integrated ways to get around the City 
o Flexible framework for intentional growth 
o Distinct and inviting community places 
o Design matters! 
o  Food and fun 

 
- Housing 

o Housing preservation 
o Affordable and supportive housing 
o Housing services 
o LRT Corridor 

 
- Transportation 

o Providing for multi-modal integrated transportation system that will serve the needs 
of City residents, employers, workers and visitors.  
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o Support the City’s development and redevelopment plans 
o Compliment the metropolitan transportation system that lie within the City’s 

boundaries  
 

- Economic Development 
o Promote robust local restaurant, retail, bioscience, precision manufacturing, and 

services markets  
o Explore opportunity for new business development, especially within historically 

underserved communities 
o Support human capital development efforts that reinforce workforce, job quality 

and density goals in Brooklyn Park 
o Identify opportunities to implement community wealth building strategies 

 
 
9. INFORMATION ITEMS 
 

A. Council Comments 
 
Planning Director Sherman confirmed the Muslim Community Center, DataBank, WoodSpring 
Suites, and TOD changes to allow warehousing were all approved by the City Council.   
 

B. Commission comments (none) 
 

C. Staff Comments 
 
Planning Director Sherman confirmed there will be a work session October 28 to continue 
discussion around the zoning code.  There are no public hearing items for the November 12 
meeting, which is a Thursday night due to Veterans day on November 11.  If the Commission 
decides additional conversations are needed at the time of the October work session, then the 
November 12 meeting will be reserved to do this.   
 
Senior Planner Larson added that building permits are already being reviewed for DataBank and 
the new hotel which indicates they will be getting started right away.   
 
Commissioner Kiekow asked if the November 25 work session will be cancelled.   
 
Planning Director Sherman confirmed this is correct as it is typically cancelled since it is the night 
before Thanksgiving.  December also does not typically have a work session.   
 
   
10. ADJOURNMENT 
 
Commissioner Chair Kisch adjourned the meeting at 7:55 PM.  
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Natalie Davis 
Planning Program Assistant  


