
Wednesday, October 21, 2020  
City Council Chambers and Virtual TEAMS Meeting  

Recreation & Parks Advisory Commission 
Minutes 

 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL - The Recreation & Parks Advisory Commission meeting was 
held in in person and virtually and was called to order by Chairperson, Monica Dillenburg at 
6:35 P.M.  

 
Commission Members present:  
Monica Dillenburg, (Chair)  
Mark Nolen, At-large (Vice Chair)  
Maggie Borer, At-large 
Latrina Caldwell, At-large 
Dwain Erickson, West 
Colleen Groebner, At-large  
Aslam Tajim Hayat, At-large  
Francis Killen, At-large 
Cindi Matthew, Central  
Taylor Murray, East 
Christy Sandberg, East  
Jane Wilson, West  
 
Terry Parks, City Council Liaison 
Marshell Spears, Planning Commission Liaison 
 
 
Brooklyn Park Staff present: 
Jody Yungers, Director of Recreation and Parks 
Brad Tullberg, Parks and Facilities Manager, Recreation and Parks 
Greg Hoag, Parks and Buildings Manager, Operations and Maintenance  
Jeanine Machan, Program Assistant 
 
 

2. OPEN FORUM-PUBLIC COMMENT AND RESPONSE  
None to report. 

 
3. APPROVAL OF October 21, 2020 AGENDA  

A Motion was made to approve the October 21, 2020 agenda, Commissioner Erickson; 
Second: Commissioner Murray.   Motion unanimously approved. 
 

4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM September 16, 2020 MEETING   
A Motion was made to approve the September 16, 2020 minutes as presented. 
Commissioner Matthew; Second: Commissioner Killen.  Motion unanimously approved. 

 
5. ACTION ITEMS 

1. PROGRAM FACILITY ACCESS - POTENTIAL LEASE NORTHWIND PLAZA 
Director Yungers gave a brief update on the continued impact of COVID status of recreation 
programs and services.  Director Yungers noted that one of the biggest impacts is our lack of 
access to School District facilities (gyms, classrooms, cafeterias)  due to school closures and 
social distance space needs for the school districts.   
 
She further noted that the decision was made by the City Council not to move forward with 
investing any money to use the Old Hennepin County Library as a potential temporary program 



site. She indicated that all programs need to move inside and the need to address social 
distancing and cleaning protocol has further complicated the issue, as more space is needed for 
each class.  Currently the staff is focusing on hosting a majority of the programs at the CAC and 
Zanewood which impacts both the number of classes that can be held and community access to 
the CAC for space rental.  
  
Director Yungers shared that staff within the Community Development Department made us 
aware of a retail property within the Northwind Plaza, that at one time was a fitness center.  A 
team from the Recreations and Parks Department has toured the facility and has determined 
that it is a very viable option and we can use CARES dollars to conduct an assessment of the 
facilities to determine repairs or construction required to become a temporary useable space for 
our recreation programming.   
 
Questions: 

• Commissioner Erickson asked what this facility would be called?  Director Yungers 
responded that it would be referred to as a temporary recreation center.  

• City Councilmember Parks asked where this facility is located?  Director Yungers 
responded it is at the northeast corner of Brooklyn Boulevard and West Broadway.  

• Chairperson Dillenburg asked where does the CARES dollars come from?   Director 
Yungers responded that CARES is  a Federal funded recovery stimulus money in 
response to COVID-19.   It was designated to help cities respond to COVID 
unanticipated expenses and to provide economic support  to residents and businesses.  

• City Councilmember Parks explained why the Old Hennepin County Library was not 
used due to the amount of money needed to fix it up was too extensive for the return on 
investment.  

• Commissioner Matthew asked what is the deadline to make a decision to use the 
CARES dollars? Director Yungers responded the CARES monies must be identified and 
purchased by November 15 and delivered by December 15th. 

• Chairperson Dillenburg commented that the city youth has been greatly impacted by 
COVID and the isolation.  It is affecting their social-emotional growth and learning.  

• Commissioner Borer commented there is a lot of talk that an increase in air borne 
diseases are possible for the future and it is wise that we are looking at alternatives to be 
prepared.  

 
6. GENERAL INFORMATION - PRESENTATIONS  

1. PARK PROJECT HIGHLIGHTS – RIVER PARK 
Director Yungers provided an update of the construction progress at River Park with a 
PowerPoint presentation (see attached).  A projected Grand Reopening is anticipated for 
August 1st, 2021. 
Questions or Comments: 

• Commissioner Borer stated that the additions look incredible. 
• Chairperson Dillenburg asked if the park is closed?   Director Yungers responded yes, it 

was necessary due to the heavy equipment and materials and a couple of close calls 
safety incidents with residents, therefore the decision was made to close. 

 
7. OLD BUSINESS 

1. MEMORIAL OF RON WELDE - NOBLE TENNIS COURT 
2. OAKGROVE TRAIL CONNECTION AGREEMENT 
3. FIRE SURPRESSION CHANGE ORDER FOR NORTH WOODS 



4. AARP NETWORK OF AGE FRIENDLY STATE AND COMMUNITIES APPLICATION 
5. PURCHASE OF OLD HENNEPIN COUNTY LIBRARY  
Questions or Comments: 

• Chairperson Dillenburg asked if the Ron Welde Memorial was approved by the City Council?  
Director Yungers responded yes.  

• Chairperson Dillenburg asked if there will be difficulty in applying for the AARP Network of 
Age Friendly State and Communities recognition?  Director Yungers responded the 
application has changed due the President’s decision to sever ties with the World Health 
Organization.  With it being strictly an AARP program that has been simplified and the 
department staff having already completed a lot of the requirements, it should be awarded.   

 
8. WRITTEN REPORTS 

1. PROGRAM AND EVENTS UPDATE 
2. UPDATE ON PARK BOND REINVESTMENT PROJECTS 
3. UPDATE ON OTHER PARK AND FACILITIES PROJECTS 
4. DIRECTORS REPORT 

A. NPS - ALTERNATIVE TRANSPORTATION GRANT ENVIRONMENTAL NATURE AREA 
B. ACTIVE LIVING HENNEPIN COMMUNITIES - $10,000 RACIAL EQUITY GRANT 
C. GRANT APPLICATION LEGACY HISTORICAL PRESERVATION GRANT FOR HISTORIC 

EIDEM FARM 
Questions or Comments: 

• Operations Manager Hoag reported that the State Bonding Bill passed that included the 
Three Rivers Park Mississippi Gateway reconstruction ($5 M).   However, CITA did not.  

• Commissioner Murray asked is there is a temporary crossing from ENA to the MGRP until 
the tunnel is constructed? Director Yungers indicated that if we do not receive the grant 
funding for the tunnel that we would be sure to have some controls at the crossing, while 
yet to be decided, could include a controlled beacon activated light. 

• Commissioner Erickson ask about the status of CITA?  Director Yungers responded that 
the requested State funding did not pass this year.  The committee is looking to hire a fund 
developer to put together a campaign to raise funds and to get the community involved.  

• Commissioner Erickson asked if Metro State backed out?  Director Yungers responded 
yes.  

• Commissioner Wilson stated that it is not unusual for requested funds not to make it 
through the state the first time or even the second request.    

 
9. DISCUSSION ITEMS 

1. RPAC WORK PLAN 2021 
Director Yungers shared the 2020 Department Work Plan that RPAC approved last year.  
Commission members identified priority items that they wanted staff to focus on.  Director 
Yungers noted that the Mayor and Council wanted Commission to identify up to three to four 
goals of focus that the Commissions would work to support.   
 
Director Yungers opened the discussion for feedback from the Commission on these policies or 
other areas the commissioners would want to see advanced: 

• Chairperson Dillenburg stated that with COVID we learned other ways to offer 
programming, are we going to continue to provide some of these options?  Director 
Yungers gave the example of the drive-in movies as a program that will continue. 

• Commissioner Murray stated that he would request that more opportunities for local 
police involvement in recreation programming be explored.  Director Yungers stated that 



the City Manager, Police Chief, Director Yungers and Youth Services Manager McBride,  
met to discuss what Recreation and Park’s role in police reform might be.  One of the 
keys areas of police reform that has been identified is upstream programs that prevent 
youth violence and / or stop the racial inequity within certain systems.  

• Commissioner Killen asked what a reconsideration of amplified sound might look like?  
Director Yungers responded that the issue with amplified sound is the clash between 
neighbors and the communities that want to have sound at park gatherings.  Oak Grove 
Park was designated as a primary location where controlled amplified sound is 
approved. However, gatherings with sound are happening at several parks.  As more 
housing development has occurred, the Oak Grove neighborhoods are requesting the 
city to develop a policy.   

• Commissioner Groebner asked if more recreation activities can be moved outdoors this 
winter?  Director Yungers responded that the Recreation team is working to provide 
more activities for the winter and that it has been recognized as a priority. 

• Chairperson Dillenburg would like to see Age-Friendly activities with COVID restrictions 
planned for all seasons. Including involvement of all ages of our community. 

• Commissioner Erickson is concerned about the seniors in the community and the 
isolation they are experiencing with COVID.  Also, of concern is the partnership we have 
with D’Amico at the US Edinburgh restaurant. How are they doing?  Director Yungers 
replied the staff have been meeting with D’Amico management.   D’Amico will be 
presenting to the EDA (Council) at its November meeting a summary of 2020 season 
and recommendation for any new initiatives in 2021.  

• Commissioner Borer stated there is interest in combining old and young in programming.  
Possibly even virtual programming.  Director Yungers replied that there is a plan to 
provide intergenerational programming.  However, COVID has delayed this.  The idea of 
virtual programming is a great suggestion.  

• Commissioner Erickson ask if we could do an open forum to provide ideas for 
discussion?  Operations Manager Hoag responded that based on open meeting rules 
the public would have to be involved, which would be logistically impossible so it cannot 
be a “reply all”.  It was decided that Secretary Machan would send an email requesting 
the commissioners to reply only to her with their top 3 items from the list that was 
complied; Age-Friendly community, program facility access, amplified sound, 
encroachment, programming around racial equity and police reform. 
 

The resulting discussion among Commission Members  identified the following priorities:  Age-
Friendly, Programming Facility Access, Program Racial Equality, Police Reform, Sound Amplified, 
Encroachment.  These will be reported to the commission for final action and consensus at the 
November meeting. 

 
 

10.  VERBAL REPORTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  
1. COMMISSIONER UPDATES 

None reported 
2. CITY PLANNING COMMISSION UPDATES 

City Council Member Parks reported that the City Council is working on the 2021 Budgets, 
November 2020 elections, Police Reform measures.  Brooklyn Park is the site for a new COVID 
testing site.   

3. CITA – COMMISSIONER WILSON 
Current information was covered earlier. 

4. KEY TOPICS FOR DISCUSSION AT THE NEXT RPAC MEETING 



APPROVAL OF RPAC WORK PLAN 2021 
City Council Member Parks stated the City Council requested the city departments limit their 
2021 Work Plan goals to 3 – 4.  It is more important to complete goals versus have a large list 
of uncompleted items. 

5. KEY DATES FOR FUTURE MEETINGS 
It was decided that there will not be a December meeting. 
 

 
11. ADJOURNMENT 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY Commissioner Matthew TO CLOSE THE MEETING, SECOND BY 
Commissioner Murray. Motion unanimously approved.  Adjourned by Chair Dillenburg was 
at 8:22 PM 



River Park 
Construction Project

Update
RPAC - October 2020



River Park Master Plan ($4.2 M)

2



3

Key Design Areas

1. River Overlook
2. Fishing Platforms
3. River Edge Trail
4. Selective trimming to 

enhance views
5. Stormwater Treatment Area
6. Canoe / Kayak Launch
7. Expanded Parking Lot
8. Park building / Restrooms
9. AIS Station at DNR landing
10.Relocated Shelter
11.Other Improvements
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River Overlook



Overlook
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Fishing Platforms



Fishing Platforms
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River Edge Trail



River 
Trail
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Canoe / Kayak Launch Enlargement Plan



Paddle Share 
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Stormwater Treatment Area



Stormwater Treatment



Storm Water Treatment
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Relocated Shelter

Expanded Plaza

Mowed turf trail

2-way
seating



Recreation 
building



Trail Connections 
and Access to 
Pavilion



Parking lot
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Other Elements
- Nature Play
- Flexible greenspace
- Interpretive Signage / Kiosks
- Trail expansion / extension
- Pedestrian / ADA improvements



Boat Clean Station



Timeline/Next 
Steps

• Construction Period:     
May 2020 – July 2021

• Grand Reopening:  
August 1, 2021

• Highlight:
o Received 6 Different 

Grants for $1.1 
million 



Questions?


	October 21 Minutes
	Wednesday, October 21, 2020
	City Council Chambers and Virtual TEAMS Meeting
	Recreation & Parks Advisory Commission
	A Motion was made to approve the October 21, 2020 agenda, Commissioner Erickson; Second: Commissioner Murray.   Motion unanimously approved.
	A Motion was made to approve the September 16, 2020 minutes as presented. Commissioner Matthew; Second: Commissioner Killen.  Motion unanimously approved.

	Final River Park Construction Project Update
	River Park Construction Project�Update
	River Park Master Plan ($4.2 M)
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Overlook
	Slide Number 6
	Fishing Platforms�
	Slide Number 8
	River Trail�
	Slide Number 10
	Paddle Share 
	Slide Number 12
	Stormwater Treatment�
	Storm Water Treatment
	Slide Number 15
	Recreation building
	Trail Connections and Access to Pavilion�
	Parking lot�
	Slide Number 19
	Boat Clean Station
	Timeline/Next Steps
	Slide Number 22


