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METRO Blue Line Extension Update

Blue Line Extension

Photo taken in 2019

The city of Brooklyn Park has worked in partnership with 
the Metropolitan Council and Hennepin County as well 
as the cities of Crystal, Robbinsdale, Golden Valley and 
Minneapolis to bring the METRO Blue Line Extension to 
Brooklyn Park. The planned extension will have 5 stops 
in the city and provide important connections across 
the Twin Cities as well as opportunities for development 
and arts engagement along the extension. Recently, the 
Metropolitan Council has provided more information 
on the future of the Blue Line and a significant shift in 
planning for the route. The following is an update from 
the Metropolitan Council:

After years of unsuccessful discussions with BNSF 
Railway regarding co-location of light rail transit and 
freight rail in the Bottineau Corridor, BNSF Railway 
remains unwilling to allow the METRO Blue Line 
Extension (Bottineau Light Rail Transit) project to 
be built on its property. Hennepin County and the 
Metropolitan Council now feel it is time to work 
with agency and community partners to explore 
opportunities to advance this critical project without 
using BNSF Railway right of way.

Hennepin County and Metropolitan Council staff, along 
with elected leaders, have worked hard to build on a 
long history of cooperation with BNSF Railway on this 
project. Unfortunately, over the last four years, this 
cooperation stopped, and the railway is unwilling to  
find solutions to move the project forward together.

Our commitment to the METRO Blue Line Extension 
LRT project has not changed. We are frustrated and 
disappointed in this outcome, and we recognize the 
time and effort agency and community partners 
have invested in this project over many years. These 
investments will remain valuable. We look forward to 
working together to find ways to complete this project 
as soon as possible.

Most recently Minnesota Governor Tim Walz joined 
members of the Corridor Management Committee 
(CMC) Thursday October 8th to discuss the ongoing 
development of the Blue Line Extension. This marks  

the first time a sitting Minnesota Governor has attended  
a CMC meeting.

Governor Walz reiterated his support for Light Rail Transit 
and the Blue Line Extension Project and shared; “Our 
opportunity with the Blue Line Extension allows us to 
address equity, economic development, sustainable 
transportation and affordable housing choices that  
will make a difference in our communities and for  
our neighbors.” Governor Walz continued, “With that  
in mind, it is time for this project to begin writing its  
next chapter. It is too important for the people served by 
this line to wait any longer.”

Together with its project partners, Hennepin County, 
Brooklyn Park, Crystal, Robbinsdale, Golden Valley and 
Minneapolis, the Metropolitan Council will begin the 
process of assessing potential alignments for the Blue 
Line Extension in early 2021 with an eye towards equity, 
economic development and affordable housing choices.

“The Blue Line Extension is an important piece of this 
region’s transit network”, said Metropolitan Council Chair 
Charles Zelle. “This is a line that will serve chronically 
under-served communities and transform neighborhoods.  
It is because of these benefits we can no longer delay this 
project. I am in total agreement with the governor and 
look forward to seeing this project to fruition.”

The impact of not being able to use the BNSF right of 
way will have minimal impact on Brooklyn Park and the 
five Blue Line stops planned in the community.  Project 
partners will begin the process of evaluating LRT options 
in early 2021, however any changes to the alignment will 
be made with robust public input and engagement with 
communities.

The Corridor Management Committee advises the 
Metropolitan Council on issues related to the design and 
construction of the METRO Blue Line Extension Project.

More information on the Blue Line Extension Project can 
be found at www.bluelineext.org

 — Metropolitan Council Blue Line Extension Project Staff

http://www.bluelineext.org


Park Pages    November 2020 3

BUDGET CYCLE AND PROCESS

Brooklyn Park City Budget

The city operates on a two-year budget cycle. The 2021 
budget is the second of the financial plan cycle.  The 
multi-year approach is a strategy that allows the City 
to forecast its expected impacts and begin proactively 
addressing financial challenges that it faces.  Under 
Minnesota State Statute the City is still required to adopt 
a tax levy annually.  In the second year of the biennium 
in accordance with the State Statutes the city adopts 
a tax levy and amends the second-year budget of the 
biennium based on the new information.  

The budget is one component in an annual cycle of 
collaboration among the community, city council, city 
commissions and city staff. The City Council looks to  
the community for feedback (through survey responses,  
board or commission participation) to inform its agenda.  

Residents can participate in the process!
Attend public meetings –Brooklyn Park’s elected 
officials periodically hold public hearings to give 
residents and business owners the opportunity to voice 
concerns on budget priorities.

Watch public meetings
City Council meetings are broadcast live on Comcast 
Cable Channel 16 or at the City’s website: click here

Contact your elected officials
Contact the Mayor or City Council members with 
budget concerns or comments as they have the  
final decision on budget issues.  
https://www.brooklynpark.org/city-council

VOTE! — Vote in municipal elections

7th Annual Community Forum  
on Race
Wednesday, November 18, 6:30 p.m.
The theme for this year’s Community Forum on Race  
is: Building Community through Racial Healing. 

The racial healing circle model involves both one-on-one 
and small group conversations. Participants will be 
actively engaged in healing conversations with the 
goal of promoting understanding and empathy. 
Included in the program will be a special welcome from 
Michael Lehan, Assistant Superintendent of Equity & 
Achievement at Osseo Area Schools. 

Please join with your family, neighbors and friends 
(virtually, via Zoom) in the Northwest suburbs, for this 
racial healing circle. Pre-registration requested 

Partners for the event include the City of Brooklyn Park, 
City of Maple Grove, District 279 Osseo Area Schools, 
North Hennepin Community College and Northwest 
Suburban Integration School District. 

Brooklyn Park Community 
Foundation has Relaunched
The Brooklyn Park Community Foundation was created 
by former Brooklyn Park Mayor Steve Lampi and now has 
a new mission for “inspiring community engagement for 
a united, safe and supported Brooklyn Park”. 

They celebrated on Saturday, Oct. 11 in the gazebo near 
the Community Activity Center with the announcement 
of their cornerstone initiative, known as "The Hub", 
where businesses, schools, nonprofits, city departments 
and the faith community are portrayed as spokes in The 
Hub. Those spokes will serve to connect the community 
through communication, cooperation and collaboration. 
“It’s an effort to make us even more united and to learn 
about what everyone else is doing in order to support 
each other better,” said Lisa Jacobson, founding member 
of the Foundation and current Board member. 

The community is encouraged to connect with the 
Brooklyn Park Community Foundation and The Hub  
by clicking on this link to their Facebook page or go to:  
www.facebook.com/brooklynparkcommunityfoundation

https://www.brooklynpark.org/city-council/
https://www.facebook.com/brooklynparkcommunityfoundation
http://www.facebook.com/brooklynparkcommunityfoundation 
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CEAP provides family support, holiday cheer and more — with your help 
CEAP (Community Emergency Assistance Programs) 
is thankful this year for the continued opportunity to 
provide a variety of services to families in northwest 
Hennepin County especially during this COVID 
pandemic. CEAP mobilizes resources, shares abundance, 
and helps thousands of men, women and children 
each year through food support, clothing and resource 
referrals— thanks to donations from people like you, 
who are reading this article, who have given in the past 
and continue to give.

When a family comes to CEAP’s food market, they 
are able to receive healthy, fresh food, hygiene and 
household items, and baby supplies like diapers, wipes, 
and formula or food. Since the onset of COVID-19, CEAP 
has seen a 130% increase in the number of new families 
coming to CEAP for the first time. The entire food 
market experience at CEAP has shifted to a curbside 
model in order to provide resources in a way that keeps 
participants, volunteers, and staff safe and healthy.

This year, CEAP is also providing over 3,000 families with 
nutritious groceries and special ingredients for favorite 
holiday recipes. They need our help to make it possible. 
Let's bring holiday cheer to our community, and make 
sure everyone can enjoy nourishing meals throughout 
the holiday season!

Here are some of the most-needed shelf-stable items:

Stuffing mix Flour
Pie filling Creamed soups
Pie crust mix Marshmallows
Canned green beans Jell-O
Canned corn/creamed corn Broth/stock
Canned cranberries Biscuit mix
Cornbread mix Gravy

Food donations can be dropped of at the CEAP offices:

7051 Brooklyn Blvd
Brooklyn Center, MN 55429

Learn more online at: www.ceap.org   
Email for more information: info@ceap.com 
If you have questions, call CEAP at 763-566-9600. 

Right now is a great time to donate; you can make a 
bigger impact with "Give to the Max Day" on November 19 
(actually November 1–19). During that time, CEAP has 
a received generous matching challenge. All donations 
made during those dates will be DOUBLED, up to the 
first $25,000. Here are some new ways to contribute:

IN PERSON 
• Gift Card Drive 

CEAP typically provides a toy shopping experience 
for parents during the holidays, but can't do that 
safely this year so they're asking the community for 
gift cards so parents can purchase gifts on their own!

— Amounts between $10 and $50 from Target, 
Walmart, or Amazon (These stores offer safe and easy 
ways for families to shop online for the whole family 
and pick up curbside, or have items shipped). 
— Register your Gift Card Drive with CEAP here 
— Make "BINGO" cards for your teams and see who can 
get a blackout (buy all the gift cards on the card) first! 
— Set a goal to reach a certain number of gift cards or 
a specific dollar amount of gift cards 
— Decorate a tree or plant in your office with gift cards, 
like ornaments!

• Holiday Meals Food Drive download flyer

• Holiday Baking Food Drive download flyer

To register your Meals or Food Drive with CEAP click here

DIGITAL 
• Shop the Amazon Wish List

Now you can help CEAP meet our community's 
needs this holiday season directly from Amazon!
Items we need include gift cards and specific holiday 
food items. Click here to link to the site

• Host an online fundraiser 
Email jack.elsnes@ceap.com to learn how to host

• Make a donation

You also can follow CEAP on Facebook, Instagram and 
Twitter. Working together can assure all our neighbors 
feel safe, nourished and cared for this holiday season.

Giving thanks — for “Giving to the Max”

http://www.ceap.org
mailto:%20info%40ceap.com%20?subject=
https://forms.gle/dUmvUGQwBuFKLqo47
https://www.ceap.org/holiday2020/
https://www.ceap.org/holiday2020/
https://forms.gle/dUmvUGQwBuFKLqo47
https://smile.amazon.com/hz/charitylist/ls/2RFBC1YN3JC6L/ref=smi_cl_ls_lol_ls
mailto:jack.elsnes%40ceap.com?subject=
https://www.ceap.org/donate
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Recycling
Free Walk Ups for Recycling
Winter will soon be here. That means potentially 
slippery driveways that could be difficult to traverse 
for those with mobility concerns. That’s why we 
provide free walk-up service for your recycling cart.

Residents just need to get their cart outside their 
garage or by their stoop. The driver will walk up,  
bring the cart to the curb to empty, and then return 
the cart. Garbage companies may offer this service  
for a fee. Check with your hauler.

Call 763-493-8006 or email BPOM@brooklynpark.org 
to request temporary or permanent walk up service 
for recycling. 

Last Call for Leaves
By law, leaves and other yard waste  
cannot go into your trash or recycling 
containers!
Through November, you can drop off leaves, grass,  
brush and garden waste for free at:

Maple Grove Yardwaste Site 
10300 Maple Grove Parkway N 
Maple Grove, MN 55369

However, the site closes for the year after November 30 
and will not reopen until  April 1, 2021.

For directions and hours visit www.mgyardwaste.com

Pumpkin Disposal
What happens to your pumpkin after midnight?  
How about changing it into valuable compost*? 

Did you know pumpkins can be placed in your 
backyard compost bin? If you don’t have a bin, use  
the free drop off container in Central Park across the 
street from the Operations & Maintenance facility, 
8300 Noble Avenue N., November 1 – November 8. 

*Please remove all candles, candle wax and 
decorations before disposal.

mailto:BPOM%40brooklynpark.org?subject=
http://www.mgyardwaste.com/  
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Homeowner Programs 
The city of Brooklyn Park is dedicated to assisting 
homeowners and home buyers with grants, low interest 
loans, and connections to more resources. We have loan and 
grant programs available for your home improvement needs. 
Loans are administered through the Center for Energy and 
Environment (CEE) and Hennepin County. More information 
is available at www.mncee.org or by calling 612-335-5884 
and  www.hennepin.us/residents/property/Home-Repairs  
or by calling 612-348-8955.

Home Energy Squad Enhancements 
Home Energy squad visits include the installation of energy-
saving materials, diagnostic testing, and help with next steps. 
Schedule your visit today by calling 651-328- 6220. Visits 
cost $100, and the City will give homeowners a grant of $50 
towards the cost. 

Home Rehab Deferred Loan Program 
This deferred loan program can be used by homeowners 
facing emergency repairs or planning improvements to the 
exterior and interior of their homes. Qualifying homeowners 
will receive a loan amount ranging from $1,000 - $20,000 at 
0% interest rate. These loans require no monthly payments 
and are forgivable after 10 years of continued ownership 
and occupancy. Income restrictions are based on 80% 
area median income. Eligible repairs include roofing, mold 
remediation, plumbing, siding, kitchen upgrades etc. 

Home Improvement Loan Program 
This loan program can be used for exterior or interior 
improvements to the homes of qualifying homeowners. The 
loan amount ranges between $2,000 - $25,000 at 3% - 4% 
interest rates based on gross income. Monthly payments 
required for up to 15 years. 

Home Improvement Area Program 
Townhome Associations looking to improve common 
interest areas may be interested in a loan from our Housing 
Improvement Area (HIA) Program. These low interest loans 
range from $100,000 to $500,000 with maximum terms of 
15 years and are repayable through association fees and 
property taxes. Examples of eligible improvements: roofing, 
siding, energy efficiency upgrades, landscaping, etc. 

Senior Deferred Loan Program 
This loan program is specifically tailored for 
senior homeowners in Brooklyn Park aged 62 and 
above. The deferred loan can be used to make 
interior or exterior improvements and age friendly 
modifications to their homes. The loan amount 
ranges between $2,000 - $25,000 at 0% interest rate. 
The loan is due once the property is sold, changes 
ownership or is no longer owner occupied. 

On Bill Repayment Loan Program  
This loan is designed for energy efficiency upgrades 
in homes. The loan amounts range from $1,000 to 
$10,000 with an interest rate between 3%-4% based 
on credit scores. The loan term is 5 years.  

Down Payment Assistance Program 
This program is designed to provide down payment 
and closing costs deferred loan options to first time 
homebuyers in the City of Brooklyn Park. This loan 
program will be deferred for a period of ten years if 
the homeowner maintains ownership and primary 
residence for the same period. Program participants 
must meet specific income limits to be eligible for 
consideration that will be indexed up to 120% of 
the area median income and tiered by household 
size. Homebuyer education for first time buyers will 
be required and a minimum cash investment of the 
lesser 1% of the purchase price or $1,000. The loan 
amount ranges between $7,500 - $10,000. 

Homeowner Assistance

https://www.mncee.org
https://www.hennepin.us/residents/property/Home-Repairs 
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Homeowners Associations 
Residents Workshop
Life in an HOA: What you need to know to thrive
Is your home part of a Homeowner’s Association (HOA)?  
Are you thinking of purchasing a home in an HOA? Are you 
familiar with your Bylaws, Covenants and Governing Rules? 

Save the date now to join us virtually on the afternoon of 
Saturday, December 5 as we go over what you need to know 
about living in an HOA. We’ll discuss code enforcement, 
finances, conflict resolution, how to become a board member 
and more. Be sure to bring your questions. 

Registration will open the week of November 2. Make sure 
you’re signed up for City emails to get the invite. 

Questions? Contact Claudia Diggs, Neighborhood  
Relations Specialist, at claudia.diggs@brooklynpark.org

Support for Homeowners
Rental Housing Rehabilitation Loan Program
The city of Brooklyn Park now offers the Rental Housing 
Rehabilitation Loan Program to provide affordable financial 
resources to invest in the physical and structural improvements 
of the city’s small rental apartment housing stock. Funds will be 
awarded in the form of a 10-year, zero-interest loan for Brooklyn 
Park residents who are:

 • Owners whose households are income-qualified (120% area 
median income or less) OR 

 • Owners who keep the rent affordable at 60% area median 
income during the loan term through a deed restriction

— If neither of the above terms can be met, funds will be  
 awarded in the form of a 10-year term at a fixed interest  
 rate of 3%.
— Loan amount: $10,000 to $100,000. Maximum amount per  
 unit = $10,000. 

The EDA may consider requests for loan amounts more than the 
maximum on a special case-by-case basis. For more information, 
please contact John Kinara – Housing and Economic 
Development Specialist at 763-493-8054 or send an email to 
john.kinara@brooklynpark.org 

mailto:Claudia.diggs%40brooklynpark.org?subject=
mailto:john.kinara%40brooklynpark.org%C2%A0%0D?subject=
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Plaza Park Artists

Several local artists have dedicated their time and 
efforts to make Plaza Park into a vibrant space with 
engaging artwork and space for community! The park is 
a temporary plaza near the site of a planned METRO Blue 
Line Extension Light Rail station and is a result of efforts 
and contributions from the artists and community 
partners including Hennepin County, North Hennepin 
Community College, the McKnight Foundation-funded 
Cultivate Program, and Springboard for the Arts. We 
asked the artists to tell us about their artwork — here is 
what they said:

The story behind the robot
“I grew up here and I’m passionate about sculpture and 
art, so I’m really proud to give back to the city. I wanted 
to create some sort of monument that inspired young 
people in the same way I was inspired.” —Nicholas 
Knutson

Robots can be inspirational, regardless of whether or 
not they can move, and Nicholas Knutson’s art piece 
is a great example of this. The giant red robot sits at 
the corner of 85th Ave and West Broadway and is a 

Local Artists Create Artwork at Plaza Park

reflection of Knutson’s favorite childhood memory-- a 
robot playground that used to be a short distance away. 
Knutson grew up in Brooklyn Park and attended Park 
Center High School, where he spent most of his time 
learning about art and sculpting. After graduating, his 
aim was to bring back some of the creative fun that 
inspired him as a youth. When the opportunity with 
Springboard for the Arts arose, he instantly thought of 
doing an homage of his favorite sculpture, “the Robot.”  
Knutson hopes that this piece will inspire young people 
to follow their dreams, to be creative, and of course, 
give them fond memories. This piece has already 
captured the hearts of many children, who find the big 
robot amusing and enjoy playing in and around it. 

From the looks of things, it just might become another 
child’s favorite sculpture and future inspiration—just 
like it did for Knutson!
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Community-engaged mural 
“I want to see more positivity to combat negative perceptions of the city and I want people to be proud to live and 
work in Brooklyn Park. Large cities often have artwork that inspires, but smaller cities don’t.”  —Geno Okok

Plaza Park mural is one of a kind. It is rare that we 
see paintings that send such powerful and inspiring 
messages in the city of Brooklyn Park like the mural. 
Just right across the street is where Geno’s love for art 
came to fruition. Okok has lived in the city of Brooklyn 
Park for most of his life and found his true calling when 
he attended North Hennepin Community College. 
After graduating Geno had a vision for creating a piece 
in hopes that it would send a positive message, shed 
some light on the city and bring the community closer 
together. Geno invited youth from the Zanewood 

“Same Boat”
“Etched into the canoe are the words “settler” and “indigenous” on either end. They have a history of conflicting  
with each other but are very much connected.” —Mike Klein

A professor and artist with roots in Brooklyn Park, 
Mike Klein is using his talent not only in the classroom 
but also to enhance the beauty of our city, to send 

Recreation Center to hear their vision and the youth 
shared with him that they would love to see diversity 
being displayed in the painting. They also wanted to 
remind the community to be proud of who they are as 
a diverse population and to see positive messages. Okok 
did not fail at granting the request of the youth – the 
mural displays diversity and furthermore it represents 
the youth of Brooklyn Park. Geno is excited to continue 
doing more work in the city and hopes that his vison will 
continue to impact the community by letting us know 
that we are more similar than we are different.

a positive message,  and to share the interesting 
history behind the piece.  Mike Klein was inspired 
by Pierre Bottineau, a French voyageur with a half-
French Canadian and half-Indigenous background. 
Both Indigenous communities and voyageurs have 
a connection and long history with canoes, so Klein 
chose that symbol to represent the fusion between two 
backgrounds.  The words “immigrant” and “refugee” are 
also etched into the middle of the canoe, representing 
themes of journeys and travel that are common to 
residents of Brooklyn Park. “I hope these words might 
help connect with them or resonate with the piece,” 
Klein says. His art piece has such a powerful lesson 
behind it that one cannot help but wonder what impact 
he hopes that this piece will have on the community? 
The short answer is that Klein does believe that we all 
have similar experiences even though we may come 
from different back grounds, thus naming his piece 
“Same Boat”.
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Recreation and Parks

Recreation and Parks ∙ Brooklyn Park Community Activity Center ∙ 5600 85th Avenue N ∙ 763-493-8333

Check out the November/December 
edition of GetUp&Go online now
We are so excited to be offering fun, new and modified 
programs and events! 

Included in this issue are:
• Ice Skating Lessons
• Open Studio
• Painting in the Park
• Adult Fitness
• Special Events

• So much more!

There are 3 ways to register for programs and events:

1. Online at www.brooklynpark.org/registration

2. In-person at the Community Activity Center,  
5600 85th Ave. N.

3. Over the phone by calling 763-493-8333  
(a copy can be mailed by request)

PARK IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS UPDATE
It has been a busy fall in the Recreation and 
Parks department! Another round of Park Bond 
Reinvestment Projects started construction in 
September.  The construction of the recreation 
building additions at Willowstone Park and 
Northwoods Park have started. The project goal is 
to create more recreation program space at each 
location. These parks are heavily-used locations 
for summer camps and recreation programs. The 
additional space will allow for more participants in 
each program, and also add amenities that will best 
support program needs. Construction will continue 
through the winter and is expected to be complete 
by May 1, 2021. 

Additionally, as part of the 2017 Park System Plan 
community engagement process, the community 
expressed their desire to have kitchen facilities at 
the larger park shelters in Brooklyn Park. The desired 
amenities would allow for food storage and serving 
space for picnic events and the ability to easily 
clean dishes and other items. The kitchen facilities 
will be added to the River Park and Central Park 
shelters near the existing shelter. The kitchens are 
expected to be complete and available for use by 
May 1, 2021.

We are making great progress in the 
redevelopment of River Park with a majority 
of the trails, stormwater and river stabilization 
components complete, along with the overlook. 
The park will remain closed over the winter months 
to allow for some winter construction work on the 
restroom building. A majority of the turf and natural 
areas restoration will take place in the Spring and 
summer of 2021. Please check back for information 
related to the grand reopening of River Park, 
planned for August 1, 2021.

To learn more, please visit www.brooklynpark.org/
city-projects/park-improvement-projects

https://web2.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/mnbrooklynparkwt.wsc/search.html?module=AR&primarycode=151000,151002,151003,151004,151005,151006
http://www.brooklynpark.org/registration
https://www.brooklynpark.org/city-projects/park-improvement-projects/ 
https://www.brooklynpark.org/city-projects/park-improvement-projects/ 
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Recreation and Parks

Recreation and Parks ∙ Brooklyn Park Community Activity Center ∙ 5600 85th Avenue N ∙ 763-493-8333

Painting in the Park
If you enjoy painting or have wanted to learn, now is 
the time! Sign up for the class that interests you! Step by 
step instruction and all supplies are provided. Instructor: 
Wanda with Creative Painting Minnesota. For details and 
to register go to: www.brooklynpark.org/registration 

SNOWY DAYS & FROSTY NIGHTS  
Adults and Teens (age 12+)  

DAY DATE TIME FEE ACTIVITY #

Tues Nov 3 6:30–8 pm $34/$40 142002.78

HORSEY HORSEY(ON 8” X 10” CANVAS)
Ages 5+  Bring a child or grandchild 

DAY DATE TIME FEE ACTIVITY #

Thurs Nov 5 6:30–7:30pm $19/$24 142002.79

THANKFUL GRATEFUL BLESSED (ON 9 ½” X 15” WOOD) 
Adults and Teens (age 12+)  

DAY DATE TIME FEE ACTIVITY #

Tues Nov 10 6:30–8 pm $34/$40 142002.80

GETTING TOASTED  (ON 5” X 15” WOOD)  Adults (age 18+) 
DAY DATE TIME FEE ACTIVITY #

Tues Nov 17 6:30–8:30 pm $34/$40 142002.81

PENGUIN SANTA (ON 8“x10“ CANVAS)
Ages 5+  Bring a child or grandchild 

DAY DATE TIME FEE ACTIVITY #

Thurs Nov 19 6:30–7:30pm $19/$24 142002.82

CHALK BOARD COUNTDOWN SIGN (9 ½” X 24” WOOD) 
Adults (age 18+)  Choice of Santa or List 

DAY DATE TIME FEE ACTIVITY #

Tues Nov 24 6:30–8 pm $34/$40 142002.83

MN WINTER SWING (ON 16” X 20” CANVAS)
Adults and Teens (age 12+) 

DAY DATE TIME FEE ACTIVITY #

Tues Dec 1 6:30–8 pm $30/$36 142002.84

SNOWMAN, GRINCH & GINGERBREAD (4” X 4” BLOCKS)
Ages 5+  Bring a child or grandchild 

DAY DATE TIME FEE ACTIVITY #

Thurs Dec 3 6:30–8 pm $23/$29 142002.85

TURKEY BINGO
Paper BINGO cards will be distributed for turkey-inspired 
prizes!... Bring your own marker, dauber, or pen! $10 per 
family, up to 6 people (5 cards each). 
Community Activity Center, Grand Room

DAY DATE TIME REGISTER#

Sat November 21 2 – 3 pm 190001.01

”GIVE THANKS” TAKE HOME ART KITS
2020 has been a tough year, but we all have things to be thankful for!
Stop by the Community Activity Center Nov. 9–24, 8 am–9 pm, 
and pick up an art kit. Then, complete your art kit, take 
a picture, hashtag #BPGiveThanks along with a note of 
what you are thankful for this year! $5 fee for supplies.
Community Activity Center

DATES FEE REGISTER#

November 9 – 24 $5/kit 190002.01

DECEMBER LIGHTS TOUR 
Submit your address to be part of the BROOKLYN PARK 
NIGHT LIGHTS TOUR MAP by Dec. 1.  Lights Tour Maps 
will be available for pick-up at the Community Activity Center 
after Dec. 7. Click here for the form to submit your location! 

BROOKLYN PARK HOLIDAY MARKET
Come join us for a Holiday Market and celebrate the many 
cultures of Brooklyn Park. Stop by for holiday gift ideas 
and support local vendors. For information on how to 
become a vendor, email: jake.patton@brooklynpark.org.
Community Activity Center Armory Gym
SATURDAY, December 12, 12–4 pm

Upcoming Community Events
2020 CELEBRATE BROOKLYN PARK 
All events will follow current Stay Safe MN and Minnesota 
Department of Health gathering guidance. Please respect 
social distancing of at least 6 feet between family groups. 
Masks are required at all inside events and are strongly 
recommended for all outdoor events. Please take the  
at-home Health Screening before attending any event 
and use restrooms at home. 

We kindly ask that pets do not attend events. 

http://www.brooklynpark.org/registration
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDEwMjIuMjkyMjExOTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3dlYjIudmVybW9udHN5c3RlbXMuY29tL3did3NjL21uYnJvb2tseW5wYXJrd3Qud3NjL3NlYXJjaC5odG1sP21vZHVsZT1BUiZmbWlkPTIxNDg4OTkxIn0.011T4PNjhxfAtKY0QVCiDGCddIra3keewCqbMTu49Nw/s/998800654/br/87285947526-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDEwMjIuMjkyMjExOTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3dlYjIudmVybW9udHN5c3RlbXMuY29tL3did3NjL21uYnJvb2tseW5wYXJrd3Qud3NjL3NlYXJjaC5odG1sP21vZHVsZT1BUiZmbWlkPTIxNDg5MDAzIn0.CxjU2OGkkaOxz15PmM2gE9KxsfmZkWiEL7ke9wq9AaA/s/998800654/br/87285947526-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDEwMjIuMjkyMjExOTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3dlYjIudmVybW9udHN5c3RlbXMuY29tL3did3NjL21uYnJvb2tseW5wYXJrd3Qud3NjL3NlYXJjaC5odG1sP21vZHVsZT1BUiZmbWlkPTIxNDg5MDE1In0.jhZWFcZuaYwjv_Cak9ywTyBqoom6kMR7DM052FN7j5s/s/998800654/br/87285947526-l
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https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDUsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDEwMjIuMjkyMjExOTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3dlYjIudmVybW9udHN5c3RlbXMuY29tL3did3NjL21uYnJvb2tseW5wYXJrd3Qud3NjL3NlYXJjaC5odG1sP21vZHVsZT1BUiZmbWlkPTIxNDg5MDUxIn0.1mLErQVTUmxm0a1pBe2M8eX1s52hTmFZyKXlXk_e0sM/s/998800654/br/87285947526-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDYsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDEwMjIuMjkyMjExOTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3dlYjIudmVybW9udHN5c3RlbXMuY29tL3did3NjL21uYnJvb2tseW5wYXJrd3Qud3NjL3NlYXJjaC5odG1sP21vZHVsZT1BUiZmbWlkPTIxNDg5MDYzIn0.153nIFFNyp4WWUu466W65d_RoAFiQRqmhG1SX7FB1bE/s/998800654/br/87285947526-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDYsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDEwMjIuMjkyMjExOTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3dlYjIudmVybW9udHN5c3RlbXMuY29tL3did3NjL21uYnJvb2tseW5wYXJrd3Qud3NjL3NlYXJjaC5odG1sP21vZHVsZT1BUiZmbWlkPTIxNDg5MDYzIn0.153nIFFNyp4WWUu466W65d_RoAFiQRqmhG1SX7FB1bE/s/998800654/br/87285947526-l
https://web2.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/mnbrooklynparkwt.wsc/search.html?module=AR&fmid=21546009
https://web2.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/mnbrooklynparkwt.wsc/search.html?module=AR&fmid=21546456 
https://forms.gle/4hHjDoX68drPekme6
mailto:jake.patton%40brooklynpark.org?subject=
https://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/coronavirus/materials/screen.pdf
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Election Guide: November 3, 2020

Council Member Candidates
Here are your Council Member candidates on the November 3, 2020  
General Election Ballot:

• Central District – Christian Eriksen and Boyd Morson

• East District – Lisa Jacobson and Ben Osemenam

• West District – Susan Pha and Henry Momanyi

Polling places are open on Election Day from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. 

Start planning
for Summer 2021

Bring some variety  
to the Brooklyn Park 

Farmers Market!
• Honey  • Jams & Jellies   

• Breads  • Homemade goods
• Homegrown fruits and vegetables

Learn more about becoming a vendor at the 
2021 Brooklyn Park Farmers Market!
Email jake.patton@brooklynpark.org or call: 763-493-8371

mailto:jake.patton%40brooklynpark.org?subject=
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Looking ahead to spring semester
I’m very appreciative of the campus-wide efforts by 
students, faculty and staff to help mitigate the spread of 
COVID-19. As we prepare for spring semester, you can 
expect most courses to be offered online/hybrid, with the 
same safety protocols in effect. If you’re an adult learner 
interested in completing your college degree, be sure 
to see if you qualify for the Reconnect Program offering 
$1,000 scholarships per semester! Finally, congratula-
tions are in order for our Student Support Services/TRIO 
program for securing its 25th consecutive award from the 
U.S. Department of Education, and our Fine Arts Depart-

ment for launching its 2020-2021 season virtually. I invite 
you to continue reading the following pages for more 
information about spring, TRIO and upcoming Fine Arts 
events.

Regards,

Dr. Rolando García

Program Spotlight:  
Health & Nutrition

• Change lives through health and wellness
• More than 10% job growth 2018-2028*
• Transfer credits toward bachelor’s degree
• Visit nhcc.edu/healthcareers to learn more!

*Department of Employment & Economic Development 

Spring semester starts January 11
For the safety of our campus community, students can expect:

• Mostly online courses, with limited hybrid/HyFlex options
• Safety protocols including a health self-assessment before entering campus
• Technology support if needed, including free computer and Wi-Fi access
• Remote services, including advising, tutoring, counseling, health clinic and more
• Register for courses beginning October 30
• For more information, visit nhcc.edu/spring. 

Complete your degree 
with Minnesota Reconnect 

• Are you 25 years or older?
• Have you completed 15 or more college credits 

without earning a degree?
• Are you ready to complete a certificate or  

degree?
• If the answer is ‘yes,’ click here to find out how 

you can earn $1,000 per semester plus academic 
and personal services to help you complete your 
degree!
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Fine & Performing Arts – Meet our guest artists

Willis Gilliard, Divine Animal
An emerging photographer 
in north Minneapolis, Gilliard 
will share his documentary 
photographic artwork in a 
Virtual Opening on 
November 5, 5:30-7 p.m. 
  

How would you describe your artistic practice?  
Artistic journalism.  
  
What is your creative process like?  
Most of process is getting in a good head space for col-
laborating with people. Because at heart, I’m a portrait 
photographer and portraits are pretty social. 
  
What has been a seminal experience that inspired you?  
When I was 10, I would read and watch a lot of National 
Geographic and it clicked to me that somebody had to 
take all those photos and videos. I was like, ‘that would  
be fun.’ 

Explain the scope of your work here at NHCC in  
100 words.  
I’m bringing a mixture of a few different topics. I’ve been 
working on projects that relate to the world that we are 
adapting to, like the protest/riots that followed the public 
execution of George Floyd. But also, a mixture of projects 
that describe or highlight things that are just fun. Activi-
ties that we don’t necessarily do anymore in these trying 
times of post-COVID lifestyle. Some of these moments I 
would like to highlight because I feel like the world needs 
to see a lot more of it. As a photographer, I feel that I can 
give you just a small taste. 

Join us for our year-long Stages of Equity initiative to bring Truth, Racial Healing, and Transformation to 
our campus community through these amazingly talented guest artists. Visit blog.nhcc.edu to read more 
about these artists, and visit nhccfinearts.org to participate in events.

Moira Bateman, Transform
The large format of this wel-
coming art piece in the Fine 
Arts Center is an inviting 
message for our campus and 
one that we hope reflects our 
commitment to creating an 
inclusive environment for all. 

How would you describe your artistic practice?  
I am an abstract artist. I like making artwork by piecing 
shapes together into a kind of assemblage. My work is 
often focused on the natural world and waterways. 

Explain the scope of your work here at NHCC in  
100 words.  
The mural measures 7 by 18 feet. It is an assemblage 
made of various cut out shapes of vinyl laid next to and 

on each other. An abstraction of the word “transform,” the 
piece was designed specifically for students in the fine 
arts. It can symbolize their own transformations as they 
grow and create during their time at the school. The ho-
lographic and reflective qualities of the piece were used 
so its colors will change depending on light, shadow, and 
position. Colors change for the viewer as they walk by. 
Light and shadow interplay and transform the piece itself.  
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Afeez Sodeinde
In 2015, after moving from Nigeria to Minnesota, Afeez started school at NHCC. 
He enrolled in TRIO and was also co-enrolled in NHCC and Bemidji State’s Biology 
partnership program. “TRIO taught me that being part of a community could 
impact my success in school. I learned to create a long-term plan and set goals 
for each semester.” Afeez graduated from NHCC in 2019, with an associate and a 
bachelor’s degree in Biology.  

Nataliya McCoy
Nataliya, originally from Ukraine, is a mom of three teenage girls. She chose to 
return to school as a pre-nursing student. “I’ve had a wonderful TRIO experience. 
The program gave me leadership opportunities, helped me study abroad, and 
has become like a second family to me. TRIO changes students’ lives for the bet-
ter and I’m very appreciative of everything they did for me!” Nataliya only has 3 
classes left until she enters nursing school. 
 

Camila Mercado Michelli
Camila attended NHCC from 2011-2013. She was a first-generation college 
student who transferred to NHCC from a school in Puerto Rico. At NHCC, Camila 
joined TRIO and believes that it was essential to her success. “If I didn’t have the 
TRIO program, I would’ve given up.” Her tutors provided academic support and 
access to technology. “TRIO helped us navigate college and no matter what, they 
always made us feel at home.” After graduating from NHCC, Camila transferred 
to Metro State and received a bachelor’s degree in Professional Communications.

Congratulations TRIO!
The Student Support Services/TRIO program will continue through 2025, thanks 
to a five-year, $3,436,470 grant from the United States Department of Education. 
The grant money will serve 350 eligible students (low-income, first-generation, 
and/or documented disability) per year between the TRIO and Student Support 
Services programs. TRIO Program Director Shelly Siegel (right), couldn’t be hap-
pier, “We help students find the resources they need and our whole mission is 
to help students stay in school and graduate. That’s our only purpose.” Over the 
years, roughly 10,000 NHCC students have benefited from these two programs. 
On average, students who enroll in TRIO/SSS are more likely to graduate and 
transfer, compared to students who qualify but do not join. Visit nhcc.edu/TRIO 
to learn more and apply. 

Shelly Siegel, TRIO Program Director

TRIO works
See what students have to say about their TRIO experience. Visit blog.nhcc.edu to read more!

NORTH HENNEPIN COMMUNITY COLLEGE

Fine & Performing Arts – Meet our guest artists

Willis Gilliard, Divine Animal
An emerging photographer 
in north Minneapolis, Gilliard 
will share his documentary 
photographic artwork in a 
Virtual Opening on 
November 5, 5:30-7 p.m. 
  

How would you describe your artistic practice?  
Artistic journalism.  
  
What is your creative process like?  
Most of process is getting in a good head space for col-
laborating with people. Because at heart, I’m a portrait 
photographer and portraits are pretty social. 
  
What has been a seminal experience that inspired you?  
When I was 10, I would read and watch a lot of National 
Geographic and it clicked to me that somebody had to 
take all those photos and videos. I was like, ‘that would  
be fun.’ 

Explain the scope of your work here at NHCC in  
100 words.  
I’m bringing a mixture of a few different topics. I’ve been 
working on projects that relate to the world that we are 
adapting to, like the protest/riots that followed the public 
execution of George Floyd. But also, a mixture of projects 
that describe or highlight things that are just fun. Activi-
ties that we don’t necessarily do anymore in these trying 
times of post-COVID lifestyle. Some of these moments I 
would like to highlight because I feel like the world needs 
to see a lot more of it. As a photographer, I feel that I can 
give you just a small taste. 

Join us for our year-long Stages of Equity initiative to bring Truth, Racial Healing, and Transformation to 
our campus community through these amazingly talented guest artists. Visit blog.nhcc.edu to read more 
about these artists, and visit nhccfinearts.org to participate in events.

Moira Bateman, Transform
The large format of this wel-
coming art piece in the Fine 
Arts Center is an inviting 
message for our campus and 
one that we hope reflects our 
commitment to creating an 
inclusive environment for all. 

How would you describe your artistic practice?  
I am an abstract artist. I like making artwork by piecing 
shapes together into a kind of assemblage. My work is 
often focused on the natural world and waterways. 

Explain the scope of your work here at NHCC in  
100 words.  
The mural measures 7 by 18 feet. It is an assemblage 
made of various cut out shapes of vinyl laid next to and 

on each other. An abstraction of the word “transform,” the 
piece was designed specifically for students in the fine 
arts. It can symbolize their own transformations as they 
grow and create during their time at the school. The ho-
lographic and reflective qualities of the piece were used 
so its colors will change depending on light, shadow, and 
position. Colors change for the viewer as they walk by. 
Light and shadow interplay and transform the piece itself.  



16

Don’t Leave your Leaves
by Tim Pratt

Tales from Tim’s  
Recycling Bin 

Your Brooklyn Park 
City Council
Click to visit our webpage
for information regarding 

City Council meetings 

and contact information 

for City Council members. 

From left to right: Terry Parks, Lisa Jacobson, 
Mark Mata, Susan Pha, Mayor Jeffrey Lunde, 
Wynfred Russell, Tonja West-Hafner

Click on the icons below to connect with us!
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When I lived in Vermont, this was  
the time of year we would get flocks 
of what we called “leaf peepers” 
(tourists who came to see the 
changing colors). Eventually, those 
leaves go from a pleasure to the  
eyes to a pain in the…arms. 

As you’re raking, also pick up the 
leaves out of the gutter. Leaves can 
clog up the storm drains and, if they 
end up in lakes or ponds, they can 
cause algae blooms.

After you’ve raked up your leaves, 
you have to figure out how to 
recycle them. Just like paper or cans, 

leaves can be turned into a  
valuable new product: compost.

To recycle leaves into compost,  
you can’t put them in your recycling 
or garbage carts. It’s actually against 
the law to do that.

You can compost them in a bin in 
your backyard, arrange a yard waste 
pickup with your garbage hauler, or 
bring them to the Maple Grove Yard 
Waste site and drop them off for 
free. Remember: you need to empty 
your bags and take them with you.

Until next time, don’t leave your 
leaves my friends.

Pumpkin Disposal*
What happens to your pumpkin after 
midnight? How about changing it 
into valuable compost? 

Did you know pumpkins can be 
placed in your backyard compost 
bin? If you don’t have a bin, use the 
free drop off container in Central 
Park across the street from the 
Operations & Maintenance facility, 
8300 Noble Ave N. from November 1 
through November 8. 

*Please remove all candles, candle 
wax and decorations before disposal.

mailto:https://www.brooklynpark.org/open-government/city-council/?subject=
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http://brooklynpark.org
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https://nextdoor.com/pages/brooklyn-park-community-engagement-department
https://www.facebook.com/brooklynparkmn?subject=
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