
 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL 

 
2. OPEN FORUM-PUBLIC COMMENT AND RESPONSE  

Provides an opportunity for the public to address the Commission on items which are not on the agenda. Public Comment will be limited 
to 15 minutes (if no one is in attendance for Public Comment, the regular meeting may begin), and it may not be used to make personal 
attacks, to air personality grievances, to make political endorsements or for political campaign purposes. Individuals should limit their 
comments to three minutes. Commissioners will not enter into a dialogue with citizens. Questions from the Commission will be for 
clarification only. Public Comment will not be used as a time for problem solving or reacting to the comments made, but rather for 
hearing the citizen for informational purposes only.  
 

3. APPROVAL OF October 21, 2020 AGENDA  
 

4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM September 16, 2020 MEETING   
 
5. ACTION ITEMS 

1. PROGRAM FACILITY ACCESS - POTENTIAL LEASE NORTHWIND PLAZA 
 

6. GENERAL INFORMATION - PRESENTATIONS  
1. PARK PROJECT HIGHLIGHTS – RIVER PARK 
 

7. OLD BUSINESS 
1. MEMORIAL OF RON WELDE - NOBLE TENNIS COURT 
2. OAKGROVE TRAIL CONNECTION AGREEMENT 
3. FIRE SURPRESSION CHANGE ORDER FOR NORTH WOODS 
4. AARP NETWORK OF AGE FRIENDLY STATE AND COMMUNITIES APPLICATION 
5. PURCHASE OF OLD HENNEPIN COUNTY LIBRARY  

 
 

8. WRITTEN REPORTS 
1. PROGRAM AND EVENTS UPDATE 
2. UPDATE ON PARK BOND REINVESTMENT PROJECTS 
3. UPDATE ON OTHER PARK AND FACILITIES PROJECTS 
4. DIRECTORS REPORT 

A. NPS - ALTERNATIVE TRANSPORTATION GRANT ENVIRONMENTAL NATURE 
AREA 

B. ACTIVE LIVING HENNEPIN COMMUNITIES - $10,000 RACIAL EQUITY GRANT 
C. GRANT APPLICATION LEGACY HISTORICAL PRESERVATION GRANT FOR 

HISTORIC EIDEM FARM 
 

9. DISCUSSION ITEMS 
1. RPAC WORK PLAN 2021 

 
 

Wednesday, October 21,  2020                                                    Recreation & Parks Advisory Commission 
Council Chambers and TEAMS 

A G E N D A  

 

If you need these materials in an alternative format or need reasonable accommodations for a RPAC meeting, please provide the City with 72-
hours’ notice by calling 763-424-8000 or emailing Josie Shardlow at josie.shardlow@brooklynpark.org. 
Para asistencia, 763-424-8000; Yog xav tau kev pab, 763-424-8000. 

mailto:josie.shardlow@brooklynpark.org


 
10.  VERBAL REPORTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  

1. COMMISSIONER UPDATES 
2. CITY PLANNING COMMISSION UPDATES 
3. CITA – COMMISSIONER WILSON 
4. KEY TOPICS FOR DISCUSSION AT THE NEXT RPAC MEETING 

A. APPROVAL OF RPAC WORK PLAN 2021 
5. KEY DATES FOR FUTURE MEETINGS 

A. DECEMBER RPAC MEETING ? 
 

 
 

11.  ADJOURNMENT 



 
Wednesday, September 16, 2020  

6:30 p.m. 
Virtual TEAMS Meeting  

Recreation & Parks Advisory Commission 
Minutes 

 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL - The Recreation & Parks Advisory Commission meeting was 
held virtually and was called to order by Chairperson, Monica Dillenburg at 6:32 P.M.  

 
Commission Members present:  
Monica Dillenburg, (Chair)  
Mark Nolen, At-large (Vice Chair)  
Maggie Borer, At-large 
Latrina Caldwell, At-large 
Dwain Erickson, West 
Colleen Groebner, At-large  
Aslam Tajim Hayat, At-large  
Francis Killen, At-large 
Taylor Murray, East 
Christy Sandberg, East  
Jane Wilson, West  
 
Commission Members Absent: 
Cindi Matthew, Central  
Terry Parks, City Council Liaison 
Marshell Spears, Planning Commission Liaison 
 
Brooklyn Park Staff present: 
Jody Yungers, Director of Recreation and Parks 
Brad Tullberg, Parks and Facilities Manager, Recreation and Parks 
Greg Hoag, Parks and Buildings Manager, Operations and Maintenance  
Pam McBride, Youth Services Manager 
Jeanine Machan, Program Assistant 
 
Guest present:  
Claudia Diggs, City of Brooklyn Park Neighborhood Relations Specialist 

   
 

2. INTRODUCTION OF NEW COMMISSIONER – Latrina Caldwell 
New Commissioner Latrina Caldwell, Members of the Commission and City employees introduced 
themselves. 

 
3. OPEN FORUM-PUBLIC COMMENT AND RESPONSE  

N/A 
 
 

4. APPROVAL OF September 16, 2020 AGENDA  
Director Yungers requested an addendum to the agenda.  To add under  #6 Action Items,  request 
for consideration for a memorial plaque in recognition for community contributions of Ron Welde at  
Noble Tennis Courts. 
Motion: Motion to approve the September 16, 2020 agenda, with the addition of action item. 
Commissioner Erickson; Second: Commissioner Nolen, Motion unanimously approved. 
 
 



 
5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM July 15, 2020 MEETING   

Motion: To approve the July 15, 2020 minutes as presented. Commissioner Nolen; Second: 
Commissioner Hayat, Motion unanimously approved.   
 

 
6. ACTION ITEMS 

1. MEMORIAL PLAQUE IN THE NAME OF RON WELDE AT  NOBLE TENNIS COURTS 
Claudie Diggs, COBP, Neighborhood Relations Specialist gave a brief update on the 
community contributions of Ron Welde and the request for consideration by the family to 
acknowledge his contributions.  Mr. Welde, who passed away this summer, was a long-time 
tennis enthusiast who played several times a week at the Noble Tennis Courts.   Mr. Welde 
was instrumental in picking up trash at Noble Sports Park as well as several other parks and 
city property.  Several members of the Recreation and Parks Commission and Staff have 
worked with Mr. Welde over the years.    
A recommendation was made to move the request for recognition  to the City Council, for 
the installation of a memorial plaque at Nobel Tennis Courts, in the name of Ron Welde. 
Commissioner Nolen requested notification of the ceremony/installation so that members of 
the Commission could attend.    
Motion was made to recommend to City Council to  install a memorial plaque at Noble 
Tennis Courts in recognition of the community contributions of Ron Welde. 
Commissioner Nolen; Second: Commissioner Wilson, Motion unanimously approved. 

 
 

7. GENERAL INFORMATION - PRESENTATIONS  
 

1. OVERVIEW PROPOSED 2021 DEPARTMENT BUDGET 
2021 RECREATION AND PARKS GENERAL LEVY OPERATING BUDGET 
Director Yungers gave a brief overview of three budgets: General Levy (Recreation,  Youth 
Services, Zanewood, Community Activity Center and Park Services); Special Revenue Fund 
(Ice Arena and Brookland Golf Course); and Enterprise Funds (Edinburgh USA Golf 
Operations/Clubhouse and Sports Dome). See attached PowerPoint for proposed budgets. 
$1.2 M in revenue with expenses of $5.2M  Resulting in a levy Comments/Questions: 
 
EDINBURGH USA (CLUBHOUSE AND GOLF OPERATIONS) 
Question by Chair Dillenburg; Because golf revenue were so good, are we more hopeful 
about the budget?  Manager Tullberg responded that the golf side of the budget is looking 
very good, however, the clubhouse, due to the Governor shutdown because of COVID, 
indoor eating restrictions, there is concern over D’Amico’s ability to hit the revenue threshold 
that may warrant the need to draw from the banquet commission.  We do not anticipate 
meeting the projected revenue as stated in the 2020 budget.  And we are not clear as to 
what will be happening in 2021, in response to COVID impact.   
Question by Chair Dillenburg:  With the closing of Kelly’s, has the clubhouse considered 
staying open later?   Manager Tullberg said he has shared that same observation with the 
D’Amico staff.   
Question by Commissioner Erickson; When we spend a million dollars does that include 
depreciation?   Manager Tullberg explained that the capital expenses do not include 
depreciation.  
Question by Commissioner Borer; is the D’Amico contract a couple of years out still and who 
decides what type of contract will go in there to be more reasonable?   Manager Tullberg 
stated that they are in the second year of a seven-year contract with options for 2 more 
seven-year extensions.   They have not had a chance to show themselves yet as last year 
was a construction year and this year is COVID, that being said, they have not been as 
thimble as we would have liked.  There are triggers in the contact that would give us the 



 
option to opt out, however we don’t feel we are there yet.   There will be a meeting this fall to 
discuss the performance and improvement we want to see.  
Question by Commissioner Taylor; I noticed there is a reduction on supplies.   Is there more 
detail on that?   Director Yungers stated that all the managers and supervisors reviewed 
their budget for all savings that could be made due to program and facility shutdowns, due 
to COVID-19.  

 
 

 
8. OLD BUSINESS 

1. DEER HUNT ADDITION OF GREENHAVEN PARK 
Director Yungers reported that the Greenhaven Park was left off the original request to City 
Council.  We went back to City Council for approval and Greenhaven was added to the 
locations for the 2020 fall hunt. 
No questions or comments 

2. PARK BUILDING ADDITIONS 
The staff submitted a Request for Council Action to approve a change order for the park 
building and shelter kitchen additions project for American Liberty Construction.  The 
change order involved the addition of a sprinkler system as it was determined that the 
Northwoods building will need a sprinkler system due to its proximity to the storage building 
for the wheelchair softball field and the inclusive playground. 
The staff submitted a Request for Council Action to approve professional service agreement 
with LHB, Inc for construction administration services for park building and shelter kitchen 
additions in the amount of $50,922. 
No comments or questions 

3. GRANT APPLICATION FOR MISSISSIPPI RIVER SHORELINE STABILIZATOIN PLAN 
Staff submitted a Request for Council Action to approve a grant application in the amount of 
$663,000 to the 2021 clean water fund for Mississippi River neighborhood stabilization plan, 
and authorize staff to work with Hennepin County and the private homeowners to 
determine whether a portion or all of the project costs not covered by the grant agreement, 
if awarded, can be financed by special assessments on the properties benefited by the 
project. 
No comments or questions 

4. PLAZA PARK DISCUSSION AND BLM 
Staff submitted a Request for Council Action report that summarized the project at Plaza 
Park in cooperation North Hennepin Community College (NHCC), Hennepin County and the 
City of Brooklyn Park. The work at the Plaza Park is complete.  
No comments or questions 

9. WRITTEN REPORTS 
1. PROGRAM AND EVENTS UPDATE 

• UPDATE ON COVID IMPACT TO PROGRAMS 
Director Yungers gave special recognition to the Recreation Team and all involved in 
programming who due to COVID-19 had to do a complete shift in delivering programs to 
the residents in a way that ensured social distancing and safety measures. 
Chairperson Dillenburg congratulated all of Recreation and Parks on the programs and 
great classes that were put together for all ages.  

2. UPDATE ON OTHER PARK AND FACILITIES PROJECTS 
3. DIRECTORS REPORT 

Director Yungers provide a brief update on the following written report items: 
A. CARES FUNDING 
B. HOMELESS CAMPS IN PARKS PROTOCOL 
C. ADA ASSESSMENTS 



 
D. UPDATE ON MISSISSIPPI GATEWAY REGIONAL PARK/ENA 
E. UPDATE ON CITA 

Question by Chairperson Dillenburg; how are we expecting the Blueline rail not coming 
through Brooklyn Park to affect projects such as CITA that were based on the rail:  Director 
Yungers responded that these is a new initiative that has gained energy with a proposal of 
where the light rail line should come through in particular as it relates to Crystal and Golden 
Valley.  They still plan to have 5 stations in Brooklyn Park.  The one station at 63rd may 
change but the rest would stay as planned.   

 
10. DISCUSSION ITEMS 

1. PARK BOND REINVESTMENT UPDATE 
Facility Manager Tullberg provided an update on all of the Park Bond reinvestment work that 
has been completed to-date and the timeline for what is still to come. (PowerPoint attached) 

 
Question by Commissioner Hayat; What is the project timeline for the building additions and 
the shelter kitchens. Manager Tullberg responded that these additions and kitchens should 
be complete by May 1, 2021. They will be ready for use next summer. 
Question by Commissioner Erickson; asked if any trails could be added to the northwest 
corner of Norwood Park?   Manager Tullberg responded that the budget won’t support trails 
in this area.  We are considering with Natural Resource Management bringing in goats to 
reduce the buckthorn which will open up some of the natural foot paths that residents have 
already done.   Based on comments from the community engagement that the residents in 
the area do not necessarily want established trails in the area.   
Question by Chairperson Dillenburg;  all of what has been presented is within the budget?  
Director Yungers responded that yes, we are paying out of OSLAD until January when we 
will be able to draw on the bonding the City Council approved in the amount of $7.7M. 
Question by Commissioner Borer; would the goats be kept at the Eidem Farm?  Director 
Yungers responded that there is a farmer who is contracted to bring in goats.  

 
11.  VERBAL REPORTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  

1. COMMISSIONER UPDATES 
Nothing to report 

 
2. CITY PLANNING COMMISSION UPDATES 

Nothing to report 
 

3. CITA (Center for Innovation and The Arts) – COMMISSIONER WILSON 
Nothing to report 

 
4. KEY TOPICS FOR DISCUSSION AT THE NEXT RPAC MEETING 

2021 RPAC Work Plan during the October and November meetings 
Draft of the Three Rivers agreement 

 
5. KEY DATES FOR FUTURE MEETINGS 

October 21 – Meeting to be held at Council Chambers with option for TEAMS 
 

12.  ADJOURNMENT 
MOTION WAS MADE BY Commissioner Nolen TO CLOSE THE MEETING, SECOND BY 
Commissioner  Hayat.    Motion unanimously approved.    
Adjourned by Chair Dillenburg was at 8:40 PM 



Park Bond 
Reinvestment Projects

September 16, 2020
Recreation & Parks Advisory Commission



GROUP ONE PROJECTS
• Northwoods Park Building Addition
• Willowstone Park Building Addition
• River Park Shelter Kitchen Addition
• Central Park Shelter Kitchen Addition

Planned to begin the week of September 28



Northwoods Park
Building Addition







Willowstone Park
Building Addition







Central Park
Shelter Kitchen Addition





River Park
Shelter Kitchen Addition





GROUP TWO PROJECTS
• Hartkopf Park Redevelopment
• Lakeland Park Redevelopment
• Norwood Park Redevelopment

Will go to bid in early December 2020
Construction to begin April 2021



Hartkopf Park
Redevlopment









Lakeland Park
Redevlopment







Norwood Park
Redevlopment















Questions?



City of Brooklyn Park                                       
RECREATION AND PARKS ADVISORY COMMISION 
 
Agenda Item  5.1 Meeting Date: October 21, 2020 
 
Agenda Section: Action Items 

 
Presented By: 

Jody Yungers, Director of 
Recreation and Parks 

Recreation & Parks 
Director Proposed 
Action 

Program Facility Access - Potential Lease Northwind Plaza 
 

 
 
Overview:  
 
During COVID, the Recreation and Parks Department has been challenged to continue to provide the 
community with recreational opportunities/programming, while challenged with the need for additional space to 
provide 6 feet of social distancing, which has resulted in limited facility access. Historically, the Recreation and 
Parks programs have relied heavily on Osseo Area Schools to provide space for popular programs like dance, 
youth sports and gymnastics. During the COVID pandemic, access to these spaces has changed significantly, 
including complete closure of schools from March through September 2020.  
 
Currently, the School District is challenged with its planning for hybrid and potential full-distance learning plans.  
Therefore, they have been reluctant to release facility use agreements to the City and have shared the 
likelihood for a significant reduction of access due to their needs for additional space to comply with social 
distancing guidelines. The Recreation & Parks Department should hear of our access the week of September 
28th.    In order to provide quality programming and meet the needs of our community, these programs need 
consistent access to spaces. This allows for programs to be planned two to three months in advance, so 
proper promotion and registration periods are allowed.  
 
Currently, the CAC is the only location that can accommodate these programs if the school space is not 
available. To do this, the CAC has had to cancel or decline groups looking to rent rooms. The CAC is a very 
busy community space and frequently hosts city meetings and other community events. If the space is needed 
for programming, the CAC would essentially be unavailable for other city or community use from Monday 
morning until Friday evening. It could continue to host weekend events.  
 
The Recreation and Parks Department had explored the possibility of using the former Hennepin County 
Library as a temporary programming space to ensure that programs have a consistent home and the CAC can 
continue to serve the community as a meeting and gathering space. On September 28th the City Council 
indicated the lack of interest to pursue using the Library as a program space, as it needs approximately 
$100,000 in CARES funding to bring the building up to an acceptable standard for program use and the City 
had not yet decided if it is to demolition or use for other purposes. 
 
Since this time, staff has been investigating the Northwind Plaza, old fitness club site as a temporary program 
site option, to include a short-term lease (1 – 3 Years).  Staff is planning to use CARES dollars to do the facility 
assessment prior to the years end. This assessment would include HVAC air quality, mold, and asbestos 
remediation, and what it would take to become operational as a program site.  Please see the attached realtor 
brochure on the Northwind Plaza, including floor plan layout.  Staff will update RPAC on the status of this work, 
as will be meeting with an architectural firm to determine the feasibility and cost for this program space option.  
Staff will not be bringing forward to City Council until we know the full extent of the commitment to secure and 
update the site.   
 

 
Primary Issues/Alternatives to Consider:   

• Should the Recreation and Parks staff continue to pursue this option? 



• What impact could this have on future considerations for CAC expansions supported by the Park Bond? 
• Could this be a long-term solution to facility needs? 

 
Budgetary/Fiscal Issues:   

• CARES $ can be used to support the feasibility study of the site 
• Park Bond $ can not be used for lease options, must be capital expense 
• Current 2021 Department Budget does not include any lease or operational costs 

 
Attachments:   
5.1A Northwind Plaza Brochure and Floor Plan 
 













City of Brooklyn Park                                       
RECREATION AND PARKS ADVISORY COMMISION 
 
Agenda Item  6.1 Meeting Date: October 21, 2020 
 
Agenda Section: 

General Information – 
Presentations 

 
Presented By: 

Jody Yungers, Director of 
Recreation and Parks 

Recreation & Parks 
Director Proposed 
Action 

Park Project Highlights – River Park 
 

 
 
Overview:  
 
Director Yungers will be providing a PowerPoint tour of the current construction status for the redevelopment  
of River Park.  
 
  

 
Primary Issues/Alternatives to Consider:   
NA 
 
Budgetary/Fiscal Issues:   
NA 
 
Attachments:   
 



City of Brooklyn Park 
Recreation and Parks Advisory Commission 

 
Agenda Item: 7.0 

 
Meeting Date: October 21, 2020 

 
Agenda Section: Old Business 

 
Presented By: 

Jody Yungers, Director of 
Recreation and Parks 

 
Recreation & 
Parks Director 
Proposed Action Old Business 

 
Overview:  
 
The following Recreation and Parks items have gone to City Council for consideration: 
 

1. MEMORIAL PLAQUE FOR RON WELDE - NOBLE TENNIS COURT 
2. OAKGROVE TRAIL CONNECTION AGREEMENT 
3. FIRE SURPRESSION CHANGE ORDER FOR NORTH WOODS 
4. APPLICATION AARP NETWORK ON AGE FRIENDLY STATES AND COMMUNITIES (October 26th) 
5. DISCUSSION ON USE OF OLD HENNEPIN COUNTY LIBRARY AS POTENTIAL RECREATION 

PROGRAM SPACE 
 
 
Attachments: 
7.1 Resolution Dedication of Memorial for Ron Welde at Noble Sports Tennis Courts 
7.2 RFCA Local Trail Connection Agreement with TRPD 
7.3 RFCA Park Building Additions Change Order #2 
7.4 RFCA Application to AARP Network Age Friendly States and Community 
7.5 Discussion on Use of Old Library for Recreation Program Space 
 



City of Brooklyn Park 
Request for Council Action 
 
Agenda Item: 4.8 

 
Meeting Date: September 28, 2020 

 
Agenda Section: Consent 

Originating  
Department: Recreation and Parks 

 
Resolution: X 

 
 
 
Prepared By: 

Jody Yungers, Director of 
Recreation and Parks; Claudia 
Diggs, Neighborhood Relations 
Specialist 

 
Ordinance: N/A 
 
Attachments: 3 

 
Presented By: 

Jody Yungers and  
Claudia Diggs 

 
Item: Dedication Plaque in Recognition of Ron Welde at Noble Sports Park Tennis Courts 

 
City Manager’s Proposed Action:   
 
MOTION ___________, SECOND ___________, TO WAIVE THE READING AND ADOPT RESOLUTION 
#2020-_____ APPROVING THE INSTALLATION OF A DEDICATION PLAQUE IN RECOGNITION OF RON 
WELDE FOR HIS COMMUNITY CONTRIBUTIONS AT NOBLE SPORT PARK TENNIS COURTS. 
 
Overview:   
 
Since 1960, Mr. Ron Welde (Ron) has been a long-time resident of Brooklyn Park. Ron was a Navy Veteran 
and Charter Member of the Prince of Peace Lutheran Church of Brooklyn Park, which also opened in 1960.  
 
After retirement, Ron founded the “Pick Up Your Neighborhood” program, where he accumulated 1000’s of 
gallons of trash per season and later recruited others to help. He believed, “There’s something about having a 
city that looks beautiful. When it looks beautiful, you just feel proud to live here.” Ron was affectionately known 
by his neighbors as the “The Trash Man.”  
 
Ron also dedicated his time to welcoming new residents to the City, as a Community Connector with the New 
Connect program. Attached is a 2012 article of the City’s Park Pages that highlights Ron and his contributions 
to our community.  
 
On Friday, September 4, 2020, Ron passed away after a battle with melanoma. Ron was an avid tennis player 
and played tennis on average three times a week at Noble Sports Park tennis courts. In honor of Ron’s 
contributions to the City of Brooklyn Park, and a request from his family, we are recommending that a 
dedication plaque be mounted on the Noble Sports Park tennis courts honoring Ron for his contributions to the 
Brooklyn Park community. 
 
A small ceremony will be held with Council, family and friends, once the plaque is available. 
 
Primary Issues/Alternatives to Consider:   
 
The Recreation and Parks Advisory Commission (RPAC) has reviewed the City’s Facility Naming Policy and 
Memorial and Donation Guidelines and have determined that Ron’s contributions to the City warrants 
recognition, and recommends that the City Council approve the installation of a dedication plaque in 
recognition of Ron’s contributions to the City of Brooklyn Park.  
 
Budgetary/Fiscal Issues:   
 
The approximate cost of the plaque is $300-$500 and will be paid out of the Park Operations Budget. 
 
  

7.1 Resolution Dedication of Memorial for Ron Welde at Noble Sports Tennis 
Courts 
 



4.8 Page 2 
 
Attachments:   
 
4.8A RESOLUTION 
4.8B CITY OF BROOKLYN PARK FACILITY NAMING POLICY AND MEMORIAL AND DONATION  

GUIDELINES 
4.8C PARK PAGES SPOTLIGHT ON RON WELDE MAY/JUNE 



City of Brooklyn Park 
Request for Council Action 
Agenda Item: 4.3 Meeting Date: September 28, 2020 

Agenda Section: Consent 
Originating  
Department: 

Operations and Maintenance 
Recreation and Parks  

Resolution: X 

Prepared By: 
Greg Hoag, Park and Building 
Maintenance Manager Ordinance: N/A 

Attachments: 2 Presented By: 

Greg Hoag, Park and Building 
Maintenance Manager; Brad 
Tullberg, Parks and Facilities 
Manager 

Item: 
Approve Local Trail Connection Agreement with Three Rivers Park District for a Trail 
Connection from Oak Grove Park to Rush Creek Regional Trail 

City Manager’s Proposed Action:  

MOTION ____________, SECOND ____________, TO WAIVE THE READING AND ADOPT RESOLUTION 
#2020-_____ TO AUTHORIZE THE MAYOR AND CITY MANAGER TO EXECUTE A LOCAL TRAIL 
CONNECTION AGREEMENT WITH THREE RIVERS PARK DISTRICT FOR A TRAIL CONNECTION FROM 
OAK GROVE PARK TO RUSH CREEK REGIONAL TRAIL. 

Overview:  

As part of the Park Systems Plan and community polling, investments in trails was one of the top two priorities 
of the community, and investments in trails within the system is included as part of the 2018 Park Bond 
projects.   

Staff has met with Oaks of Oxbow neighbors to discuss options to address safety concerns for pedestrians 
walking from the Oaks of Oxbow development to Oak Grove Park. Staff has reviewed options to add a trail 
from the sidewalk connection at 102nd Avenue to the main picnic area of the park, and in lieu of running a trail 
along the entire park driveway, it has been determined that a more feasible approach would be to connect the 
neighborhood through a short trail connection to the existing Rush Creek Regional Trail.   

Three Rivers Park District requires a Local Trail Connection Agreement whenever a trail connects directly to 
their Regional Trail System. If the City decides that this is the best route for this trail, this agreement is needed.  
The proposed trail, when constructed, will be completely on City property making us the owner of the trail 
connection.   

Primary Issues/Alternatives to Consider: N/A 

Budgetary/Fiscal Issues:    

There are no financial issues related to this request until such time that a formal project is developed for a trail.  
When the final project is developed, Park Bond dollars will be used to pay for the project. 

Attachments:  

4.3A RESOLUTION 
4.3B LOCAL TRAIL CONNECTION AGREEMENT AND LOCATION MAP 

7.2 RFCA Local Trail Connection Agreement with TRPD



City Manager’s Proposed Action:  

MOTION ____________, SECOND ____________, TO WAIVE THE READING AND ADOPT RESOLUTION 
#2020-_____ TO APPROVE CHANGE ORDER #2 TO ADD A FIRE SPRINKLER SYSTEM TO NORTHWOODS 
PARK BUILDING IN THE AMOUNT OF $97,551.83. 

Overview:  

On August 17, 2020, the City Council awarded the contract for Construction Services for Park Bond Group 1 
Projects – Park Building and Shelter Kitchen Additions to American Liberty Construction in the amount of 
$1,254,000.  The project includes: 

• Construction of additions to existing park buildings at Willowstone Park and Northwoods Park; and
• Provide site work and installation of prefabricated kitchens at the Central Park and River Park

shelters.

During the plan review process, it was identified that Northwoods Park building would need to add a fire 
suppression system to comply with the City of Brooklyn Park building code. The Northwoods and Willowstone 
buildings were designed to meet the 2020 State Building Code, which would only require sprinklers in buildings 
of more than 6,000 square feet. During plan review, LHB was made aware that the City of Brooklyn Park has 
adopted the more stringent Municipal option MN Statute 1306.0020, which requires all A-Occupancy buildings, 
regardless of square footage, to have an automatic sprinkler system.   

The Willowstone Park building was granted an exemption from the fire protection due to the inadequate water 
supply and the fact that the building is surrounded by public ways or yards more than 60 feet wide on all sides 
per the MN Statute 1306.0060 exemption. The Northwoods building did not qualify for the exemption because 
of its proximity to the wheelchair softball storage building and inclusive playground. 

Budgetary/Fiscal Issues: 

• Funding Group 1 Projects – Park Building Additions and Shelter Kitchens of the Park Bond
Reinvestment Projects is included in the $26,000,000 Park Bond Referendum that passed in November
2018.

• The Park Building and Kitchen Shelters Additions were included in the $7.7M worth of projects
identified to sell bonds for during the June 8, 2020 discussion with City Council.

City of Brooklyn Park 
Request for Council Action 
Agenda Item: 4.3 Meeting Date: October 12, 2020 

Agenda Section: Consent 
Originating  
Department: Recreation and Parks 

Resolution: X 

Prepared By: 

Brad Tullberg, Parks and 
Facilities Manager  
Jody Yungers, Director of 
Recreation and Parks Ordinance: N/A 

Attachments: 1 Presented By: Brad Tullberg 

Item: 
Approve Change Order #2 to Add a Fire Sprinkler System to Northwoods Park 
Building 

7.3 RFCA Park Building Additions Change Order #2



• The estimated budget for the Park Building and Shelter Kitchen Addition projects was $1,300,000. The 
initial contract amount was $1,254,000. With approval of Change Order #2, the new total contract 
amount will be $1,370,507.83 and will require an adjustment to other park bond project budgets.  

 
Attachments:   
 
4.3A RESOLUTION  
4.3B LHB MEMO 
4.3C AMERICAN LIBERTY CONSTRUCTION PROPOSAL 
 

4.3 Page 2 



City of Brooklyn Park 
Request for Council Action 
 
Agenda Item: 3.1 

 
Meeting Date: October 26,2020 

 
Agenda Section: Public Presentations/Action 

Originating  
Department: Administration 

 
Resolution: 1 

 
 
 
Prepared By: 

Jody Yungers, Director 
Recreation and Parks 
Kelly Mertes, Program Manager 

 
Ordinance: N/A 

 
Attachments: 3 

 
Presented By: 

Kelly Mertes, Program 
Manager/City-Wide Age 
Friendly Lead 

 
Item: 

 
Application to join the AARP Network of Age-Friendly States and Communities 

 
City Manager’s Proposed Action:   
 
Approve application to AARP Network of Age-Friendly States and Communities.  
 
Overview:   
Like many other cities, Brooklyn Park’s population is aging. More than 20 percent of the city’s population was 
55 or older in 2016, up from 12.5 percent in 2000.  The health and wellbeing of older adults emerged as a 
priority through Brooklyn Park 2025 community planning process, therefore reinforcing the work’s importance 
for the community.  

A resident-led Task Force on Aging laid the groundwork in 2014 and 2015, developing recommendations for 
how the City could better support older residents. In 2018-19 the City underwent an Age Friendly community 
engagement process and in February 2019, City Council accepted the Becoming an Age-Friendly Brooklyn 
Park Recommendations Report.  This year-long community engagement process informed the strategic steps 
to become a more age-friendly community. They included both internal actions that focused on local 
government itself, as well as external actions concerning how the City can partner with other agencies and 
organizations throughout the community to advance this work. 

One of the recommendations within the Becoming and Age-Friendly Brooklyn Park Report was to become a 
certified age-friendly city by 2020. This referred to the AARP Network of Age-Friendly States and Communities. 
There is only membership in the network; there is no certification or designation of age friendliness.  
 
A city that joins the network commits to a process and to be accountable for taking steps and demonstrating 
work through that process. Joining the network involves the following steps over the course of five years:  

• Step 1: Complete an application and provide a mayoral letter of commitment 
• Step 2: Conduct a community assessment of older adult needs 
• Step 3: Create a three-year action plan 
• Step 4: Implement the plan and evaluate progress 
• Step 5: Refine as needed and continue the work.  

Brooklyn Park has already completed Step 2, which is significant, and would be poised to begin Step 3 of 
creating an action plan, if moving forward with this application. 
 
 
 
 
Primary Issues/Alternatives to Consider:   

7.4 RRCA Application to AARP Network Age Friendly States and Community 

https://www.brooklynpark.org/brooklyn-park-2025/


Over the last year, both the State of Minnesota and Hennepin County joined the AARP Network of Age-Friendly 
States and Communities. Four Minnesota cities also are members—Alexandria, Maple Grove, Minneapolis, and 
Northfield (along with 430 other cities and counties around the country).  
 
In an age-friendly community, policies, services and structures related to the physical and social environment 
are designed to support and enable older people to “age actively” – that is, to live in security, enjoy good health 
and continue to participate fully in society. 
 
In February of 2020, as part of the Age Friendly Communities update, Council, under the recommendation of 
CLIC, asked staff to proceed with the Application to AARP Network of Age-Friendly States and Communities.  
Please see attached application and Mayor letter of commitment. 
 
Budgetary/Fiscal Issues:   
Age-Friendly Brooklyn Park work is currently being funded through dollars refunded back to the City from 
Northwest Hennepin Human Services.  Most of the Department Actions are no- to low-cost, as strategic efforts 
are integrated into the current work of the departments. 
 
Attachments:   
3.1A RESOLUTION 
3.1B AARP NETWORK OF AGE-FRIENDLY STATES AND COMMUNITIES APPLICATION 
3.1C AARP AGE FRIENDLY APPLICATION LETTER OF SUPPORT FROM MAYOR LUNDE 



City of Brooklyn Park 
Council Work Session 
 
Meeting Date: October 5, 2020 

Originating  
Department: Recreation and Parks 

 
Agenda Item: C.3 Prepared By: Jody Yungers 

 
Agenda Section: 

Discussion Items/ 
General Action Items Presented By: 

Jody Yungers, Director 
Recreation and Parks, and  
Brad Tullberg, Parks and 
Facilities Manager 

 
Item: Discussion on use of Old Library for Recreation Program Space 

 
Summary:   
During COVID, the Recreation and Parks Department has continued to provide the community with recreational 
opportunities/programs and has relied heavily on the outdoors as our primary program space.  With fall/winter 
approaching, we are challenged with the need for indoor space to meet the COVID guidelines for providing 6 
feet of social distancing, which has resulted in limited facility access. 
 
Historically, the recreation and parks programs have relied heavily on Osseo Area Schools to provide space for 
popular programs like dance, youth sports and gymnastics. During the COVID pandemic, access to these 
spaces has changed significantly, including complete closure of schools from March through September 2020. 
The School Districts are being challenged with the need for additional space to accommodate hybrid learning 
and they have been reluctant to release facility use agreements to the City, until they can confirm their space 
needs. The Recreation & Parks Department should hear of our access the week of September 28 and have 
given us advanced notice on an anticipated reduction of facility space. 

In September of 2020, the Brooklyn Park Economic Development Authority completed the purchase of the 
former Hennepin County Library.  Staff completed an initial air quality assessment (performed by IEA) and 
building assessment (performed by LHB) to determine the potential for a short-term use of the facility and 
associated costs, while the City is yet to determine the long-term use of the building and/or land.  

In response to the reduction in school faculty access, the Recreation and Parks Department has been 
exploring the possibility of using the former Hennepin County Library as a temporary programming space to 
ensure that programs have a consistent home and the CAC can continue to serve the community as a meeting 
and gathering space. 

Impact: 

Attached is a memo from Director Yungers to Jay Stroebel (City Manager) and LaTonia Green (Finance 
Director), with greater detail on the need for space, the potential use of CARES dollars and associated 2021 
budget impact. 

• Social distancing requires more space for programs so when a church basement or other space used 
to work, we need almost three times the amount of space as before for the same number of people.  
The same is true for community meetings. A community meeting for 60-80 people used to fit in one 
Grand Room, now requires two rooms.  

• In order to maintain a consistent level of programming, while continuing to offer the CAC as a 
community meeting space, we need additional space, particularly if the school district closes to 
community use at some point like it did last Spring.  

 
 

Direction Needed: 

7.5 Discussion on Use of Old Library for Recreation Program Space 
 



Our interest is not to operate the library long-term, as there are too many known items in need of replacement 
(roof, HVAC, etc.). However, in the short-term, while we adjust to COVID, it could serve as useful space for the 
next 12 -36 months 
 

Staff is looking for Councils direction, as to if staff should invest CARES $ to make the necessary facility 
upgrades to use the Old Hennepin County Library site as a 2-3 year temporary program site and Council’s 
support of approximately $100,000 of additionally levy appropriation to the Parks and Recreation Department 
Budget for 2021.  The Recreation and Parks Department does include a $317,000 reduction over the proposed 
2021 budget, approved as part of the 2020 budget process. 

 

Attachments: 
C3.A  OLD HENNEPIN COUNTY LIBRARY AS FUTURE RECREATION PROGRAM SITE (COVID IMPACT) 



City of Brooklyn Park 
Recreation and Parks Advisory Commission 

 
Agenda Item: 8.1 

 
Meeting Date: October 21, 2020 

 
Agenda Section: Written Reports 

 
Presented By: 

Pam McBride, Recreation and 
Youth Services Manager 

 
Recreation & 
Parks Director 
Proposed Action Program and Events Update 

 
Overview: 
Recreation Programs & Youth Services: 
Overall, the impact of COVID-19 on events and programs was closely following guidelines & preparedness 
plans created for each event with guidance from: MN Dept of Agriculture, Stay Safe MN and MN Dept of 
Health and the CDC. 

Historic Eidem Farm 
Historic Eidem Farm has been engaging visitors through virtual programming on their Facebook 
page. Currently staff are pursuing grants to fund future activities that support the interpretive and master plan. 
 
Adult Fitness 
Fall fitness classes have been expanded to 4 days a week with 12 classes offered in the fall. From September 
15 - October 15th,  fitness classes have already seen 485 participants at the CAC. 
 
Parking Lot BINGO 
This summer we moved BINGO outside to the Central Park parking lot. Parking Lot BINGO will continue at 
Central Park on Tuesday’s, 1-2 pm through October. 
 
Weekly Social Groups 
This fall, 216 participants have been engaged in activities in social groups at either the  Senior Lounge or 
Central Park until the weather turns. When groups do come into the Senior Lounge it will look different then 
they are used to, with group size limited to 12, no coffee and no sharing of food. Groups will also be limited to a 
2 - hour meeting so there is time for maintenance to come in and clean / disinfect in between groups.  
 
Painting in the Park and Classes 
Painting in the Park classes will continue weekly in October at the CAC by Creative Painting MN offering fun, 
step by step instruction where painters of all ability levels are able to create wonderful pieces to take home. 
Family groups each have their own space for social distancing and wear masks when in contact with others.  
Almost 100 participants have been involved in painting classes from September - October. 
 
Events and Farmers Market 
The Farmers Market was held at the Community Activity Center west parking lot every Wednesday June 24 - 
October 7 from 2-6:30 pm.  A total of 8,546 community members attended. 
 
Recreation offered 3 Drive-in movies and 5 concerts on the lawn totaling 1,769 tickets sold. There were 963 
attending for movies and 806 attending for concerts. The Brooklyn Park community was very responsive to 
these opportunities with social distance, following COVID-19 guidelines to keep them safe and still recreate in 
their community.  
Currently efforts are being made to secure sponsorship for these events:  

 October 30 – Hocus Pocus Drive in Movie 
 October 31 – Spooktacular - Zanewood Recreation Center 

 



 
Brooklyn Park Nature Preschool  
This 2020/2021 school year, the majority of class time is spent outside. The teaching staff have been adapting 
lesson plans and organizing classroom materials to be portable. When the weather does not suit the class, it 
moves indoors in expanded space with the addition of HEPA filters to clean the air.  
Currently there are 74 students enrolled. In regular preschool there are 59 students out of the 60 spots. A 
Kindergarten class was added and has 15 students. The number is flexible based on days they can attend with 
11 attending one day and 12 the other. 
 
Aquatics 
This fall we already have 63 people registered for a modified swim lesson program that includes parent/child 
lessons for all classes; Watertot through level 2 and regular lessons for levels 3-6. Current guidelines require a 
parent/guardian in the water to provide hands on support to all beginning swimmers. Lessons began Sept 26.  
 
Dance.  
This fall, the dance instructors have redesigned the dance program in order to operate within the current MDH 
guidelines. Classes will be offered in person and online. In order to be able to pivot as needed due to any 
changes in guidelines, classes will be offered in at least 2 sessions this year with a modified recital in the 
spring.  
 
Youth Sports 
Fall youth sports classes are set to begin the week of September 21st. Our evening peewee and youth 
basketball, soccer, and tennis classes are set to run Tuesday, Monday, and Wednesday respectively. Lil’ 
Tykes and Tiny Tots Sports set to return on Saturday mornings on October 3rd. 
Gymnastics starts this fall on Mondays and Wednesdays for peewee/youth classes at the Community Activity 
Center. 
Sports outdoors will be offered in the fall for as long as the weather and natural light can accommodate.  
Lil Tykes and Pee wee soccer will be offered Monday nights in November 5:15 and 6:30 at Zanewood. 
 
Zanewood 
Zanewood Recreation Center is open from 1:00 – 9:00pm for youth and teens Monday – Friday.  
Zanewood TEENS program continues outdoor engagement as needed.  
TKO Knockout Drumline and Dance Team meets every Tuesday and Thursday at 6:00pm in the fall with a 
showcase and competition in Denver at the end of October. 
Fall Flag Football league kicks off Thursdays, November 5 - December 10th at the Brooklyn Park Sports 
Dome. 
Zanewood Drop-in programs and open gym night will be provided on a rotating schedule to maintain 
appropriate numbers in compliance with MDH and CDC number guidelines. 
Rec on the Go will launch Fall programming in apartment communities after solidifying staff and schedules with 
apartment managers. Partners in Quality Care will continue to work with Rec on the Go to provide meals with 
the high quality, social distanced recreation programming of sports, arts and literacy. 
Zanewood plans to engage youth this fall with a Spoken word program with renowned Spoken word artist 
Frank Sentwali.  Also, a fall Bike maintenance and safety program and the Zanewood Studio programming 
afterschool will be available for teens this fall. 
 
Brooklyn Park Youth Outreach Team  
The Brooklyn Park Youth Outreach Team checks in with the Sergeant on duty each day about any community 
concerns and assists to educate around appropriate social distance guidelines, wearing masks and keeping 
our community safe. The Youth Outreach team works M-F from 4:00-9pm each day connecting young people 
to resources, re-directing negative energy, sharing positive activities to do and working in partnership with 
police to maintain a safe and community health.   
From April – August, the Youth Outreach Team had 90 days with 963 visits to locations, saw groups of youth 
1-10 about 33 % of the time focusing on building relationships with youth to engage them, sharing resources 
and redirecting energy to something positive. 
 
Primary Issues/Alternatives to Consider:   N/A 



 
Budgetary/Fiscal Issues:  N/A 
 
Attachments:   



 
City of Brooklyn Park 
Recreation and Parks Advisory Commission 
 
Agenda Item: 8.2 

 
Meeting Date: October 21, 2020 

 
Agenda Section: Discussion Items 

 
Presented By: 

Jody Yungers, Director Recreation 
and Parks 
Brad Tullberg, Parks & Facilities 
Manager   

 
Recreation & 
Parks Director 
Proposed Action 

Park Bond Reinvestment Update 
 

 
Overview: 
 
1. PARK REDEVELOPMENT (Bid December 2020, Construction May 2021 – November 2021) 

Project Overview: Three parks were identified for redevelopment as part of the 2018 Park Bond 
Referendum. The consultant will help develop master plans and design development of bid documents: 
• Hartkopf Park – Project goals include creating multi-purpose green space in the location of existing 

ballfields, adding parking to the east end of the park, possibly adding a bathroom building, installing 
trail lighting for use on loop trails within the park. 

• Lakeland Park – Preliminary concepts for redevelopment of Lakeland Park include replacement of 
current playground, adding community garden space, adding two basketball courts, development of 
an in-park trail that connects to the north end to the Crystal Lake Regional Trail, improving multi-
purpose green space. The building has been renovated using CDBG (Community Development 
Block Grant) funds. 

• Norwood Park – Preliminary concepts include adding a park building that could support a summer 
camp location with restrooms for the pickleball players, restoring the shelter that was removed, 
creating multi-purpose field space, loop trail within the park and addressing issues with cars driving 
through the park.  

 
Project Update:  Staff and LHB are now working on finalizing the construction documents for the park 
redevelopments. Staff will receive a draft of construction documents the week of November 2. Final 
construction document review will be held with LHB on November 17.  The project is planned to go out 
for bid in early December with work beginning in May 2021.  

 
2. PARK BUILDING & SHELTER KITCHEN ADDITIONS (Construction September 2020 – May 2021) 

Project Overview: We will be evaluating these three park buildings for possible additions, either by 
enclosing the existing shelter or adding on to the existing program space at Monroe, Willowstone and 
Northwoods parks.  As part of the project, we have completed an initial cost estimate for the park 
building additions. In order to remain within budget, the building addition at Monroe was removed from 
the project scope. Programming will move from Monroe to the new building at Norwood Park in 2022 so 
the improvements at Monroe are not needed. 
 
The 2017 Park System Plan indicated the community desire to add catering style kitchens to the large 
shelters at River and Central parks. The kitchens will include stainless steel counters, sinks with 
disposals and refrigerator space. The kitchens will be available for use with shelter rental. 
 
Project Update:  American Liberty Construction was awarded the Park Building and Shelter Kitchen 
Additions bid in the amount of $1,254,000. During plan review, it was determined that the Northwoods 
building will need a sprinkler system due to its proximity to the storage building for the wheelchair 
softball field and the inclusive playground. Work has started on the park building additions at 



Willowstone and Northwoods Park. The footings have been formed and poured for each building 
addition. It is expected that the buildings will be out of the ground before the first of November.  
 
Staff and LHB continue to work with CXT to finalize the design of the prefabricated kitchen buildings 
being installed at Central and River Park. The goal is to have both buildings installed by December 1, 
2020.  

 
3. TRAILS, WAYFINDING, LIGHTING (2021 – 2024) 

Project Overview: Connecting gaps in our trail system, creating more loop trails within existing parks, 
adding directional signage to our trail system, and adding trail lighting to allow use during times where 
daylight is short.   
 
Project Update: Staff released an RFP for the development of system-wide Wayfinding for trails and 
points of interest. A total of 10 proposals were received and reviewed by the Wayfinding committee and 
4 firms were Interviewed for final selection the end of April. Staff brought Avia Design Group forward for 
City Council approval on May 26. The City Council voted not to move forward with the project at that 
time due to the uncertainty with COVID.  Staff expects to bring this forward again in 2021.  
 
Staff have been working with City Engineering staff to design and develop plans for a trail connection 
into Oak Grove Park that would connect the neighborhood near 102nd Avenue North to the Rush Creek 
Regional Trail without having to walk down the driveway into Oak Grove Park for safety concerns.  The 
agreement with Three Rivers Park District was brought forward to City Council for approval on 
September 28. 
 

4. HOMETOWN BALLFIELD (September 2020 – October 2021) 
Project Overview: The planned enhancement to the Noble Sports Park baseball field will potentially 
include rebuilding of the mound and home plate area, adding grandstands, concessions and 
improvements to dugouts, scoreboard, bullpens and batting cages.  
 
Project Update:  City Staff have become aware of a plan for Champlin Park High School to improve 
the existing baseball field with very similar amenities as proposed at the Hometown Ballfield. Staff is 
working with BPAA on evaluation of the future improvements to the Nobel Baseball Field and whether it 
would serve more baseball players if the investment were redirected to other existing baseball 
complexes.  
 

5. NATURAL RESOURCE MANAGEMENT (2019 – 2024) 
Project Overview: This money is designated to implement the priorities of the recently adopted Natural 
Resource Management Plan. Priority enhancements over the next couple of years will include Village 
Creek areas, River Park, and natural restoration of the redevelopment parks. 
 
Project Update: Staff is reviewing priorities of the Natural Resource Management Plan.  A Five-Year 
Priority Implementation Plan has been developed by working with Stantec.  Focus areas within this plan 
will include Village Creek, River Park (north section), Hartkopf, Norwood, Emerson Woods, Brookdale, 
CAC Pond and follow-up best practices on prior projects and natural resource projects within the 
system. Staff has contracted with Stantec to do the mowing, planting, and restoration at Village Creek.  
 

6. COMMUNITY ACTIVITY CENTER IMPROVEMENTS  
• COMMUNITY ACTIVITY CENTER (2021 planning, 2022-2023 construction) 

Project Overview: The plan is to improve the entrance to the facility, create and accessible 
customer service desk, and update public bathrooms to enhance the customer experience.  
 
Project Update: No new update at this time. 
 



• SENIOR CENTER (2021 planning, 2022-2023 construction) 
Project Overview: This improvement would add dedicated space for senior programming and adult 
fitness space. Final design and components will be developed when a final location is determined.  
 
Project Update: No new update at this time. 

 
 

• TEEN CENTER (2021 planning, 2022-2023 construction) 
Project Overview:  This project would add an additional teen center in the City at a location to be 
determined. Final design and components will be developed when a final location is determined. 
 
Project Update: No new update at this time. 
 

7. HISTORIC EIDEM FARM VISITOR CENTER (2022 planning, 2023-24 construction) 
Project Overview: Based on the goals of the 2018 Historic Eidem Farm Master Plan, the concept 
for improvements is to add a visitor center with bathrooms for Historic Eidem Farm users, support 
programming, and begin implementation of Master Plan strategies. The Visitor Center would be 
located away from the historic house to maintain the aesthetics of the site.  
 
Project Update: No new update at this time.  

 
COMPLETED PROJECTS 
1. BROOKLYN PARK SPORTS DOME PROJECT 

Project Overview: The City of Brooklyn Park and ISD 279 have entered into an agreement to build and 
operate two turf fields, with a Dome covering one of the two fields from November to April each year. 
The City will be responsible for scheduling and supervision of the Dome and turf fields.  ISD 279 will 
provide custodial, mechanical and grounds maintenance.   
 
The Brooklyn Park Sports Dome opened January 6, 2020. 
 

2. HISTORIC EIDEM FARM INTERPRETIVE DEVELOPMENT PLAN 
Project Overview: Blue Stem Heritage Group has been hired to develop the Interpretive Plan 
for the entire Eidem Farm site to include: 

o Signage plan to articulate the where, what, and how of the signs on site. 
o Interior exhibit concept plan and enough program development to understand the space, 

staffing, and material needs for a new building. 
o Exterior exhibit plan for animal, crops, space, and material needs of the new site.  
o Messaging, Budget, and Work Plan guidance to communicate the history of the site, and 

better understand what the budget and next steps for interpretive development should be. 
 

The Interpretive Development Plan is complete.  
 

3. TRAIL CONNECTION TO SUNNY LANE PARK 
Project Overview: During the road reconstruction in the Sunny Lane Park neighborhood, it was 
identified that a trail segment from 63rd Avenue into Sunny Lane Park would be beneficial for park 
access.  
 
The trail was constructed in 2019.  

 
 
Primary Issues/Alternatives to Consider:   N/A 
 
Budgetary/Fiscal Issues:   N/A 



 
Attachments:   
 



City of Brooklyn Park 
Recreation and Parks Advisory Commission 
 
Agenda Item: 8.3  

 
Meeting Date: October 21, 2020 

 
Agenda Section: Written Reports 

 
Presented By: 

Brad Tullberg, Parks & Facilities 
Manager 
Greg Hoag, Park & Building 
Maintenance Manager 

 
Recreation & 
Parks Director 
Proposed Action Update on Other Park and Facilities Projects 

 
Overview:  

1. RIVER PARK (2019 Planning, 2020-2021 Construction)  
Project Overview: After extensive community engagement, a Master Plan has been approved and 
River Park has begun the design & development phase of the project. Bid documents should be ready 
in early 2020 for construction to take place in spring of 2020 and wrap up in summer of 2021. 
Improvements include storm water treatment, shoreline stabilization, trail lighting, parking lot 
improvements, river overlook, canoe/kayak launch, nature play areas, and shore fishing nodes. The 
project was awarded to Rosti Construction on April 13, 2020.  
 
Project Update – Construction is on-going at River Park. The stormwater management work is nearly 
complete on the south end of the park.  Rosti Construction crews are working on the shoreline 
restoration, including setting the fishing platforms and stabilization element along the river shore.  The 
trail along the river has been replaced and the overlook is nearly complete.  The new trails have been 
excavated and are being prepped for paving. Work is starting on the northern portion of the park with 
the former south shelter will be moved to its new location as an outdoor classroom space. The new 
building and shelter foundations are in and walls have started going up.  

 
2. MISSISSIPPI GATEWAY REGIONAL PARK/ ENVIRONMENTAL NATURE AREA 

Project Overview: The Mississippi Gateway Regional Park and Environmental Nature Area (ENA) 
have been jointly master planned by the City of Brooklyn Park and Three Rivers Park District. Phase 1 
construction of parking lots was completed in 2019. Phase 2 for 2020 will include additional parking lot 
and trail construction. The design for the 3rd, and final phase of development, will take place between 
2021-23. This phased development and the timing for full implementation of the phased development is 
contingent on a State Bonding Request of $8.5 million to be considered in the 2020 Legislative 
Session. 
 
Development of the Brooklyn Park side of the park includes expansion of the off-leash dog area, 
relocation of the archery range, addition of two picnic shelters and restroom facilities and expanded 
parking area, is planned for construction in 2021. 
 
Project Update: The Governor and Legislative bodies have not yet addressed the State Bonding Bill 
and there may not be a bonding bill in 2020.  Three River’s Park District was requesting a $8.5 M of 
State Bonding dollars to help advance the Master Plan and construction for Phase III of the park 
redevelopment.  TRPD has indicated that they will proceed with the Design Development phase of the 
project in 2021. Staff will bring the design development phase forward to City Council in December of 
2020 or January of 2021.  

 
 
 
 



3. FORMER HENNEPIN COUNTY LIBRARY (2019-2020) 
Project Overview:  The acquisition of the former Hennepin County Library site is important to the 
function of the CAC because it includes much of the parking on the west side of the Community Activity 
Center.  
 
Project Update:  The Brooklyn Park Economic Development Authority completed the purchase of the 
former Hennepin County Library site adjacent to the CAC campus on September 8, 2020. The 
feasibility of using the former library was evaluated as a short-term solution to the need for additional 
program space due to COVID-19 physical distancing requirements. At the September 28, 2020 City 
Council meeting, the City Council did not approve investment in the former library for recreation 
programming. Staff will research other locations for programming.  

 
4. EAB UPDATE 

Project Overview:  Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) was found in the central part of the City in August of 
2017. On-going treatments and removal of ash trees will continue in 2021 in parks, golf courses and 
other public areas.  
 
Project Update:  The City has received the 2020 Hennepin County Healthy Tree Grant; this Grant will 
complement the 2019 Grant.  With these funds we will be creating planting plans for thirty parks and 
planting 45 trees each in four different parks.  

 
5. PARK BUILDINGS/SHELTERS AND AMENITIES 

Project Overview: This project is for general rehabilitation of our activity buildings and shelters as well 
as replacement of park amenities such as signs, picnic tables and benches. 
 
Project Update:  In 2020, several park signs will be replaced along with some new benches and picnic 
tables at several picnic shelters. 
 

COMPLETED PROJECTS 
 

1. PLAZA PARK (2019-2023) 
Project Overview: The City of Brooklyn Park, North Hennepin Community College and Hennepin 
County Library are working to create a plaza park at the intersection of West Broadway and 85th 
Avenue. The space is a future Light Rail Transit hub and possible location for the Center for Innovation 
and Theater Arts (CITA). The plaza park is to be constructed in the spring of 2020 with planned 
programming to begin in summer 2020.   
 
Project Update:  The Plaza Park project is complete. The storage container mural is complete. The 
west side has been painted by an artist. The east side was recently painted capture the voice of 
Brooklyn Park youth as an art project.  Rec on the Go used this site for programming during the 
summer program season.  
 

2. PLAYGROUND REPLACEMENT AT ZANEWOOD RECREATION CENTER 
Project Overview:  The playground at Zanewood Recreation Center had reached the end of its useful 
life. After extensive community engagement and input during 2019, the City Council approved the 
purchase of the equipment for Zanewood Recreation Center.  
 
Project Update:  The installation of the new playground is complete.  
 

3. BASKETBALL COURT REHABILITATION 
Project Overview:  The basketball court at Noble Sports Park is in need of rehabilitation. The court is 
will receive a mill & overlay in 2020.  
 
Project Update:  The mill and overlay of the asphalt surface at Noble Basketball court is complete. 
Color coating will happen next spring depending on recent temperatures.   
 



 
 

Primary Issues/Alternatives to Consider:   
NA 
 
Budgetary/Fiscal Issues:   
NA 
 
Attachments:   



City of Brooklyn Park 
Recreation and Parks Advisory Commission 
 
Agenda Item: 8.4 

 
Meeting Date: October 21, 2020 

 
Agenda Section: Written Reports 

 
Presented By: 

Jody Yungers, Director Recreation 
and Parks 

 
Recreation & 
Parks Director 
Proposed Action Directors Report 

 
Overview:  
 
A. NPS - ALTERNATIVE TRANSPORTATION GRANT ENVIRONMENTAL NATURE AREA – Three Rivers 

Park District has submitted a grant to the National Parks Service Alternative Transportation Grant program 
to help fund the Tunnel that connects the east side of the park (MGRP to Environmental Nature Area).  See 
informational brochure attached. 

B. ACTIVE LIVING HENNEPIN COMMUNITIES - $10,000 RACIAL EQUITY GRANT – Active Living 
Hennepin County approached staff on our interest to put a racial equity lens over our recreation programs 
and services.  Staff is working with the League of MN Cities to identify a consultant that would help develop 
the equity lens tool to advance this work.  Here is the timeline for this work. 
 

Activities Lead Personnel Timeframe 
Contract with a racial equity consultant to support the 
Brooklyn Park and Recreation Department in revising 
organization-wide policies and practices and outlining a 
racial equity action plan. 

Liliana Tobon-Gomez 
Brooklyn Park and 
Recreation Department  

Nov-Dec 2020 

Assess the Brooklyn Park and Recreation Department 
policies and practices with an equity lens. 

Liliana Tobon-Gomez 
Brooklyn Park and 
Recreation Department  
Consultant 

January-April 2021 

Plan and implement racial equity training for staff based 
on needs found in the assessment. 

Liliana Tobon-Gomez 
Brooklyn Park and 
Recreation Department  
Consultant 

May- July 2021 

Create a racial equity action plan. Liliana Tobon-Gomez 
Brooklyn Park and 
Recreation Department  
Consultant 

July- September 2021 

Evaluate the initiative. Liliana Tobon-Gomez 
Brooklyn Park and 
Recreation Department  
Consultant 

Oct 2021 

 
C. GRANT APPLICATION LEGACY HISTORICAL PRESERVATION GRANT FOR EIDEM FARM – Staff 

continues to identify ways to help advance the Farm Master Plan and Interpretive Plan.  One of the priority 
recommendations within the Interpretive Plan was to update the Farm Tours to align with the new 
represented era and to broaden the audiences and attendance at the Farm.  Tours would include pre-and-
post tour activities.  The three tours to be developed are: Farm sense tour for per-K through 3rd grade; 
Immigration Now and Then tour for 3 – 6th grade; and General Guide Tour for adults and multi-generational 
audiences.  A Clean Water Land & Legacy – Minnesota Historical and Cultural Heritage Program mini-



grant of $10,000 was submitted on Friday, October 9th to help support the consultant and teacher 
engagement in development of the tours. 

 
 
 
Attachments: 
8.4A – TRPD ALTERNATIVE TRANSPORTATION GRANT TRAIL GRADE SEPERATION 
 



 

8.4A – TRPD ALTERNATIVE TRANSPORTATION GRANT TRAIL GRADE SEPERATION 

 



 
 



 



City of Brooklyn Park                                       
RECREATION AND PARKS ADVISORY COMMISION 
 
Agenda Item  9.1 Meeting Date: October 21, 2020 
 
Agenda Section: Discussion Items 

 
Presented By: 

Jody Yungers, Director of 
Recreation and Park 

Recreation & Parks 
Director Proposed 
Action RPAC Work Plan 2021 

 
 
Overview:  
Each year staff shares the Annual Work Plan for the Department that is mostly staff driven and is focused on 
parks and special use facilities rehabilitation/redevelopment and program and process improvements.  As an 
advisory commission to the City Council, you are asked to identify the priority work that you as a Commission 
would like to advance in the coming year.  These may be policies or practices that you have been asked to 
address on behalf of the Council or you as a Commission feel a need to address, based on community interest 
or issues. 
 
Director Yungers will share a copy of last year’s Department Work Plan and the status of each priority strategy.  
Director Yungers will also share what the RPAC identified as its’ priority work for 2020.  It will be important to 
note, with the onset of COVID-19 in March of 2020 and the cancellation of RPAC meetings for the months of 
March, April and May, many of the 2020 RPAC priorities were delayed. 
 
Different than in the past, the City Council has asked that each of the Commissions identify up to only 3 priorities 
to focus on for 2021.    
 
Primary Issues/Alternatives to Consider:   
The following are a few policies that came up as priorities to focus on for 2021: 
 Park Ordinance Review and Update 
 Public Land Encroachment (Previewed July 15th RPAC Meeting) 
 Amplified Sound in the Parks 
 Racial Equity Lens on Recreation and Parks Programs and Services 
 
 
Budgetary/Fiscal Issues:   
NA 
 
Attachments:   
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2020 Recreation and Park Advisory Commission RPAC Work Plan 

 
 

      What it looks like 
 

      • We have connected neighbors 
      who understand and celebrate 
      our unique cultures. 
      • Brooklyn Park is unified with a 
      strong positive identity and image  
      • Our community’s activities, 
      and services are inclusive, 
     multi-cultural, and accessible. 
     • We have places and spaces for 
     Diverse communities to gather. 
     • Residents of every age 
     contribute to our community. 

 
 
 
 
 

The following are the 2020 RPAC priority strategies and current status to guide 2021 RPAC priority Work Plan: 
# 1  A united and welcoming community strengthened by our diversity. 

• Improve marketing and promotion of Recreation and Park System to increase awareness and participation of program and services  
• Continue to be inclusive and engage the community in advancement of the priorities and vision of the Park System Plan   - Ongoing! 
• Support implementation of Open Catering Policy at CAC  - Was implemented in 2019 
• Review and Advance Department Inclusion Plan - Plan is in current Draft and will be review and approved as part of the City-Wide ADA Plan 

 

# 2 Beautiful Spaces and quality infrastructure make Brooklyn Park a unique destination. 

• Develop Joint Powers Agreement with TRPD to advance the Joint Master Plan for development and maintenance of Mississippi Gateway Regional Park/ENA   - Will be 
approved in November 2020 

• Work with City Council/RPAC and the Community to advance the Park Bond 10-year Reinvestment Plan  - Ongoing 
• Support advancement of LRT in BP & work in partnership with Comm. Dev.  & O & M to advance the vision & development of Plaza Park at 85th & W. Broadway  -Grand 

Opening of the Plaza Park was in August 2020 
• Implement Phase I of Eidem Historical Farm Master Plan, to include development of Interpretive Plan; leveraging grant funds  
• Develop priority to fill gaps within the park trail system; to include development of wayfinding and lighting plan within the system - In planning stages 
• Finalize River Park Master Plan; engage stakeholder agencies in Design Development process; leverage grants to advance redevelopment within Park  

 Start construction in 2020 - Grand Opening August 2021 
• Advance and development of River Park Master Plan   
• Support advancement of vision and fundraising for CITA  

 Implementation of Temporary Plaza Park (85th and W. Broadway)  
 Advance the vision and goals for Arts, Culture and Programming City-Wide 

• Develop Joint Powers Agreement with Osseo School District 279 for development of Synthetic Turf/lights/Dome at Park Center High School  
• Review and Develop Park Encroachment Policy  

 

# 3 A balanced economic environment that empowers businesses and people to thrive. 
• Finalize and advance priorities of the Natural Resource Management Plan to preserve and protect the priority areas within the Park System  
• Finalize Natural Resource Management Plan  DONE 
• Revitalize Edinburgh USA Clubhouse through reinvestment and new management agreement  
• Review data and recommend and implementation of the Annual Deer Hunt  

 

# 4 People of all ages have what they need to feel healthy and safe. 
• Continue to support Rec on the Go programs, breaking down barriers to participation; and develop positive connections with our underserved populations   
• Provide leadership and support development of a City plan in “Becoming an Age Friendly Community”; identify specific strategies for Parks & Rec. Dept.   
• Partner with Police Dept. to increase staff knowledge & ability to identify & connect people with mental illness to community resources  
• Work in partnership with the Brooklyn Bridge Alliance for Youth (BBAY) in identifying youth barriers to participation in sports  - This work will cont. in  2021 
• Support Implementation of the “Becoming an Age Friendly Brooklyn Park Recommendation Plan”  
• Advance the Youth Outreach Team Collaborative between Police & Zanewood and support the Apartment Action Plan  - continue this work 
• Continue to Partner with Police Department to develop Cities United Comprehensive Safety Plan (Roadmap)  - Plan complete and need to develop  the implementation plan 
• Continue to support Zanewood partnership with Police & YMCA on intervention/diversion programs  
• Continue to expand Rec on the Go!  and Youth Outreach Team  

 

# 5 Partnerships that increase racial and economic equity, empower residents and neighborhoods to prosper.  
• Continue to partner with community agencies to address the hunger gap for youth in summer and out-of-school time hours  - Cont. in 2020 partnership with Food and 

Nutrition Program 
• Continue to support BrookLynk youth internship program to advance the 21st Century and workforce development skills   
• Continue to work with educational partners to support literacy and educational advancement for youth in the community  - Incorporated into the Rec on the Go! 

 

# 6 Effective and engaging government recognized as a leader. 
• Identify new partnership models for programs and/or services (e.g. Nature Preschool, inclusion services) to increase revenue and ensure a sustainable delivery model   
• Work in partnership with new Management (D’Amico) for Ed. USA Clubhouse that enhances the fiscal position & quality of service to ensure long-term sustainability of the 

enterprise   

What it looks like  
 

• Modern transportation option 
(drive, ride, walk, bike) connect 
people to education, jobs, and 
recreation.  
 

• Quality recreation and park 
amenities inspire activity for all 
ages and interests.  
 

• Our rich diversity is showcased 
through our vibrant music, art, 
food, entertainment, and cultural 
scene. 
 

 • Attractive key corridors, 
corners, and city centers create 
destinations that meet 
community needs. 
 

 • Neighborhoods are well-
maintained with quality housing 
for all ages and incomes 
integrated throughout the 
community. 

 

What it looks like  
• Neighborhoods are 
empowered and supported by 
strengthened positive  
relationships with police.  
• Youth are engaged in 
positive and quality 
experiences.  
• Aging adults have services 
and amenities to thrive and 
age in place.  
• Everyone has access to 
quality healthy food options.  
• People have access to 
quality medical and 
emergency care 
 

What it looks like  
• Each resident has access to the 
training and support needed to 
get and keep a living wage job.  
• Each student graduates high 
school with a pathway to college 
or career.  
• Aging neighborhoods and 
commercial centers are 
revitalized through continuous 
investment.  
• The community provides 
necessary supports and services 
for community members to 
overcome life challenges such as 
hunger, mental illness, and 
homelessness. 
 

What it looks like  
• The City provides quality 
services at a reasonable cost.  
• Elected officials, 
commissions, and City staff 
reflect the diversity of the 
community and are culturally 
competent.  
• City information is clear, 
accessible, and delivered in 
ways that meet the 
community’s needs.  
• City laws are 
understandable, equitably 
enforced, and relevant to the 
community.  
• The City is well-managed and 
recognized as a great place to 
work. 
 

What it looks like  
• People of all ages and 
backgrounds enjoy financial 
stability.  
• Residents and visitors 
support an abundance of retail 
stores, restaurants, and 
entertainment venues.  
• Our business environment 
inspires private investment 
and job growth.  
• Business and organizations 
of all types, sizes and 
specialties start, stay and grow 
here.  
• We are a leader in 
environmental sustainability, 
benefiting our economy  
and community. 
 

On an annual basis commissions are asked to develop an annual Work Plan that supports the work of the Department and helps 
advance the vision and priority goals of the City. 

 # 1  A united and welcoming 
community strengthened by 

our diversity. 

# 2  Beautiful Spaces and 
quality infrastructure make 

Brooklyn Park a unique 
destination. 

# 3 A balanced economic 
environment that empowers 

businesses and people           
to thrive. 

# 4 People of all ages have 
what they need to feel 

healthy and safe. 

# 5 Partnerships that increase 
racial and economic equity, 

empower residents and 
neighborhoods to prosper.  

# 6 Effective and engaging 
government recognized       

as a leader. 


	Draft Agenda October 21 2020
	A G E N D A
	A G E N D A
	If you need these materials in an alternative format or need reasonable accommodations for a RPAC meeting, please provide the City with 72-hours’ notice by calling 763-424-8000 or emailing Josie Shardlow at josie.shardlow@brooklynpark.org.
	Para asistencia, 763-424-8000; Yog xav tau kev pab, 763-424-8000.

	September 16 Minutes
	Wednesday, September 16, 2020
	Virtual TEAMS Meeting
	Recreation & Parks Advisory Commission

	Park Bond Projects Presentation
	Park Bond Reinvestment Projects
	Slide Number 2
	Northwoods Park�Building Addition
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Willowstone Park�Building Addition
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Central Park�Shelter Kitchen Addition
	Slide Number 10
	River Park�Shelter Kitchen Addition
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Hartkopf Park�Redevlopment
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Lakeland Park�Redevlopment
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20
	Norwood Park�Redevlopment
	Slide Number 22
	Slide Number 23
	Slide Number 24
	Slide Number 25
	Slide Number 26
	Slide Number 27
	Slide Number 28

	5.1 PROGRAM FACILITY ACCESS - POTENTIAL LEASE NORTH WIND PLAZA
	5.1A NORTHWIND PLAZA MARKETING BROCHURE r
	5.1A NORTHWIND PLAZA MARKETING BROCHURE r
	5.1B Northwind Plaza Fitness Center Floor Plan

	6.1 PARK PROJECT UPDATE - RIVER PARK
	7.0 OLD BUSINESS 
	City of Brooklyn Park
	Recreation and Parks Advisory Commission


	7.1 Dedication of Memorial for Ron Welde at Noble Sports Tennis Courts
	City of Brooklyn Park
	Request for Council Action


	7.2 RFCA Local Trail Connection Agreement with TRPD
	City of Brooklyn Park
	Request for Council Action


	7.3  RFCA Park Building Additions Change Order #2
	City of Brooklyn Park
	Request for Council Action


	7.4 RFCA Application AARP Network Age Friendly States and Community
	City of Brooklyn Park
	Request for Council Action


	7.5 Discussion on Use of Old Library for Recreation Program Space
	City of Brooklyn Park
	Council Work Session


	8.1 PROGRAM AND EVENTS UPDATE
	City of Brooklyn Park
	Recreation and Parks Advisory Commission


	8.2 UPDATE PARK BOND REINVESTMENT
	City of Brooklyn Park
	Recreation and Parks Advisory Commission


	8.3 UPDATE ON OTHER PARK AND FACILITIES PROJECTS
	City of Brooklyn Park
	Recreation and Parks Advisory Commission


	8.4 DIRECTORS REPORT
	City of Brooklyn Park
	Recreation and Parks Advisory Commission


	8.4A MGRP Altnative Transportation Grant Application Trail Grade Seperation
	9.1 RPAC WORK PLAN 2021
	9.1A  STATUS REPORT 2020 DEPARTMENT WORK PLAN WITH RPAC PRIORITIES



