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Back to School - ISD 279 Restart
In Brooklyn Park, we have families in the Anoka-Hennepin School District, 
Robbinsdale Area Schools District and Osseo Area Schools District.

The public schools in our area will implement any of three basic learning 
models, including in-person, hybrid (in-person plus distance learning), and 
distance learning, with the flexibility to move between models as needed in 
response to virus activity and state direction.

All of the school districts have ensured that their plans include detailed 
health and safety protocols to promote safe and healthy learning and work 
environments for students and staff.

To learn more about your student’s school district’s plan, click the links below.

Back to School!

Brooklyn Park Nature Preschool 
takes learning outdoors
Brooklyn Park Nature Preschool (BPNP) has big 
goals for its students – to be life-long learners, 
creative problem solvers, caretakers of the earth and 
exceptional team players. 

We recently sat down with BPNP teacher, Sheri 
Gulenchyn, to learn more about the program 
and the precautions they are taking during this 
pandemic to keep their students and staff safe.

Continued on page 3
Photo taken in 2019
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Back to School!

Can you share with us the philosophy of 
Brooklyn Park Nature Preschool?

Every child entrusted in our care is encouraged to 
explore, investigate, and learn about the world around 
them, as well as their own individuality. We strongly 
value our natural environment and meaningful outdoor 
experiences.

When planning our lessons, we use a whole-child 
approach that is focused on the individual needs and 
interests of our students to ensure that they are engaged 
and making progress in their learning. Our students are 
assessed on an ongoing basis to establish their needs 
and interests.

What does a typical day look like at Brooklyn 
Park Nature Preschool?

We start our day with free play where the children can 
explore our nature play area, the music/art wall, the 
playground, and the grassy area nearby. This is followed 
by circle time where every child is greeted by name and 
we discuss the day’s schedule with the assistance of our 
daily special helper. Then we are off to our small groups 
to learn about the theme we are studying. Small group 
time is when we focus on weaving in those academic 
skills. Next is snack time and this is followed by learning 
centers which will include areas such as science, music, 
writing, art, dramatic play, and building. We end our day 
with a story and goodbye song.

What modifications are you taking to 
mitigate the spread of COVID-19?

We are going to spend the entire class outside – weather 
permitting. Some of the extra precautions we are taking 
are:

• Outdoor hand washing stations

• Staff will always carry hand sanitizer

• Scheduled hand washing breaks

• Staff will wipe down high touch surfaces on 
playground equipment before each class

• Each class will have its own set of tools and toys

• If weather does not allow us to be outside, we will 
take these extra precautions indoors:

• Access to more space inside the building

• Staff will wear masks when within 6 feet of students 
and parents

• Parents are asked to wear masks at drop off and pick 
up

•  Investing in HEPA air cleaners for our indoor spaces

We will continue to monitor guidelines from the 
Department of Human Services and the CDC and make 
necessary changes as needed.

What is available for kindergarten students 
who are starting the year virtually?

This year we are offering a session just for kindergarten 
students to enhance the virtual/online learning they will 
be doing at their regular school. This will be in-person 
learning where students have time to freely explore the 
world around them while applying their kindergarten 
skills. We are not teaching the basic subjects but rather 
enhancing the skills they are already learning further 
developing an awareness of self, and encouraging them 
to become stewards of the environment.

Click here to visit our website for more information. To 
sign up or ask questions, please call 763-493-8333.

https://www.brooklynpark.org/youth-teens/nature-preschool/
tel:7634938333
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A Message from Recreation and Parks
Greetings from the Brooklyn Park Recreation Department!

As you know, 2020 has been a challenging year in many different ways. We've had to adapt to the ever-changing 
Covid-19 guidelines and regulations brought forth by the State of Minnesota and the CDC. We want you to know 
that your health and safety are our number one priority and while we look to plan for fall and the year ahead, we will 
continue to keep that our number one priority.

We are excited to be able to offer fun, innovative and safe programming and events this fall. While we have program 
offerings in mind, we do need to confirm locations available with the school districts and their changing needs. This 
process is taking longer than normal due to COVID-19. We plan to keep you informed and share what we will be 
offering after Labor Day, here.

If you have any questions or need to reach us, please call 763-493-8333. or visit www.brooklynpark.org/recreation.

COVID-19 and Recreation Programming

COVID-19 has changed the way we do business. Our recreation staff have had to make many adjustments to adhere 
to the ever-changing guidelines set forth by the State of MN and the CDC. Watch this video from Recreation Program 
Supervisor, Kelly Mertes on how she has made changes to her Adults 55+ programs and classes.

Recreation and Parks
Community Activity Center – 5600 85th Ave N

Minnesota Mask Mandate
 
When in direct customer contact City recreation & parks 
staff will wear a mask for our safety and yours. Based on the 
Governor’s Executive Order 20-81, when inside City facilities 
masks are required. 

The City strongly encourages outdoor participants to wear a 
mask. Masks are required to be worn at programs when 6’ of 
social distancing is not possible. Participants will be notified 
of specific program protocols and guidelines. 

If you or a family member is not able to wear a mask due 
to a disability or other special need, contact our Inclusion 
Specialist, Erin Johnson at 763-315-8462 or email Erin.
Johnson@BrooklynPark.org to create a plan for participation.

http://www.brooklynpark.org/recreation
https://youtu.be/3QLt_o7Fyxs
https://youtu.be/3QLt_o7Fyxs
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Recreation and Parks
Community Activity Center – 5600 85th Ave N

Photo courtesy of
Carol Vonderharr

Adult Opportunities
Join us for adult programs this fall! See fall program details in the 
September/October GetUp&Go recreation guide. 
NOTE: Fall day trips have been canceled due to COVID-19.

Most programs will be offered outside, inside programs will have limited 
space and masks will be required.

GetUp&Go

• Fitness Classes

• Parking Lot Bingo

• Painting in the Park

• Speakers/Presentations

• Insurance Discount Driving Classes

• Weekly Social Groups

Click here to learn more about adult programs. 

Save the dates!
Plans are underway for fun events around town!   

Dog Park Awareness Week*  T & Th, Sept., 15 & 17 Drive-In Movie:  Friday, October 2
Brookdale Dog Park and Environmental Nature Area North Community Activity Center
Family Parking Lot BINGO  Friday, September 18 Fall on the Farm:  Saturday, October 10 
Central Park Historic Eidem Farm
Virtual Spud Run  Saturday, September 26  Spooktacular:  Saturday, October 31
Choose your own route Zanewood Recreation Center
Music on the Lawn**  Sat., Sept. 26—10am: Teddy Bear Band; 5pm: Manny & Debbie Cortez 
Community Activity Center Gazebo Music for children (adult-friendly) Music of the 50’s 60’s & 70’s 
* Dog Park Awareness Week sponsored by Stone Mountain Pet Lodge  **Music on the Lawn sponsored by Mill City Credit Union              

Mark your calendars and check the city website for information, locations and updates 
Tickets must be reserved by 5:30 pm on the day of the event; call 763-493-8333 or click below to get your ticket(s).   

We kindly ask that pets do not attend events other than for Dog Park Awareness. 
www.brooklynpark.org/recreation  

http://www.brooklynpark.org/summer-recreation
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Recreation and Parks
Community Activity Center – 5600 85th Ave N

Brooklyn Park Youth Sports
September recreation schedule now available 
 
The Brooklyn Park Athletic Association, BPAA for short, is an athletic 
association that provides a variety of sport opportunities for kids of all ages. 

Is your kid in interested in baseball, basketball, football, lacrosse, soccer, fast or 
slow pitch softball? BPAA has you covered!

Click here for more information about all their sports offerings.

Thank you for a great summer! Thank you for a great summer! 

http://www.bpaasports.org
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Recreation and Parks
Community Activity Center – 5600 85th Ave N

Classes begin on September 8.  For more  
information on our school, please visit us at 
facebook.com/BrooklynParkNaturePreschool
at: www.brooklynpark.org/nature-preschool
or email: Sheri.Gulenchyn@brooklynpark.org

CURRENTLY ENROLLING 
for the 2020–21 School Year

Recreation and Parks  Main recreation Facebook page 

Adults on the Move   Dedicated to adults age 55+

Brooklyn Park Nature Preschool  For enrolled families

Brooklyn Park Dance  Dance program announcements

Brooklyn Park Summer Camps  Up-to-date info and 
messaging to participants

Brookland Golf Park  Course updates and special offers

Edinburgh USA  Course updates and golf services

Historic Eidem Farm  Virtual activities and history

Zanewood Rec Center  Programs and announcements

Follow us on Facebook!
Check out these specialty social media pages

https://www.facebook.com/BPRecreationandParks/
https://www.facebook.com/BrooklynParkAdultsOnTheMove/
https://www.facebook.com/BrooklynParkNaturePreschool/
https://www.facebook.com/brooklynparkdance/
https://www.facebook.com/brooklynparksummercamps/
https://www.facebook.com/brooklandgolfpark/
https://www.facebook.com/edinburghusa/
https://www.facebook.com/HistoricEidemFarm/
https://www.facebook.com/Zanewood.Rec.Center/
https://www.brooklynpark.org/communitycookbook/
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Our second annual Restaurant Week is September 14-20! 
Restaurant Week is your opportunity to explore the diverse variety of cuisines in Brooklyn Park, enjoy discounts 
and enter to win a prize! Brooklyn Park is proud to be the home to over 100 restaurants and we are working hard 
to connect our locally owned restaurants with the community. Here's how you can participate in our second 
annual Restaurant Week from September 14-20: 

1. Get a discount by visiting one of this year's featured restaurants!

2. Win a prize by visiting a participating restaurant and posting a picture on social media and tagging Brooklyn 
Park! Participants will be entered into a drawing to win a gift card to a local restaurant. 

Here are some of the featured restaurants for this year: 

• China Bowl - 20% Off 

• El Loro - Buy one dish, get $9 off the second. Other daily 
discounts will be offered throughout the week. 

• Glamour African Kitchen - 10% Off 

• Godfather’s Pizza - $4 off a large Pizza 

• Mad Jacks Sports Café - Buy one lunch, get one free 

• Mandarin - 10% off (Dine-in only) 

• Milah’s Royal Bistro  - Buy one meal, get one half off 

• Miyabi Grill- $5.99 Chicken Teriyaki or Hibachi 

• Sweet Basil - 10% off your entire purchase, order online 
using promo code BASIL 

Brooklyn Park Restaurant Week
Restaurant Week is September 14-20



Park Pages     August 2020 9

Restaurant Week is September 14-20

The Art of Plaza Park

The Art of Plaza Park
Geno Okok is a talented local artist who grew up and developed 
a passion for art in Brooklyn Park while attending Crest View 
Elementary, North View Middle School, Osseo Senior High School 
and North Hennepin Community College. Geno felt inclined to 
give back to the city and was inspired by students from Zanewood 
Recreation Center to create a mural that delivers welcoming, positive 
messages and speaks to the importance of diversity and equity in our 
community. 

According to Geno, “everything created started out with a 
drawing or illustration, even the washing machines 

we use in our homes was a drawing before it was 
invented. So you see, art is very important in our 

society.”

The newly open pop-up plaza in Brooklyn Park is 
an exceptional exhibition of how the city is unique, 
united, and undiscovered. The Plaza Park located on 
the corner of 85th Avenue North and West Broadway Avenue is now being 

transformed into a space for the community with the mural as one of several 
art pieces. 

The plaza includes a Bench Canoe by artist Mike Klein and an interactive 
Robot Park by artist Nicholas Knutson that includes a stage for games, 
picnics, or performances. The area also includes a nature-based play 
area for youth. But that’s not all; the long-term vision for this site calls for 

a cultural arts center, the Center for Innovation and the Arts, across the 
street from the planned station for the METRO Blue Line Light Rail Transit 

extension into Brooklyn Park. 

The temporary Plaza Park was a joint effort with dollars and in-kind resources 
coming from Hennepin County, North Hennepin Community College, the McKnight 
Foundation-funded Cultivate Bottineau Program, and the City of Brooklyn Park.

“Everything is art.” 
  -Geno Okok



10

Cities United & My Brother's Keeper

Updates from Cities United and MBK
COVID-19 has immobilized and dampened engagement efforts with 
our young people. The executive order guidance around social 
distancing, distance-learning and stay at home has forced us to 
innovate in ways not previously imagined. Immediately in the 
latter half of March We began weekly Cities United Community 
Video Chats. 

Young people wanted to talk about COVID-19: What is it? How it 
is spread? And what can be done to mitigate transmission. One of 
our early guest speakers was Shor Salkas, Health Equity Planner at the 
Minnesota Department of Health. Engagement grew until the tragic 
death of George Floyd in Minneapolis Police Department custody. 

Since June, we’ve adopted a hybrid approach by adding Facetime chats, 
phone calls and small in person social distancing compliant meetings 
focusing on addressing the emotions young people are experiencing. Coping strategies and solutions 
developed by young people included a Step Up To The Mic Challenge virtual talent show, and review of the 
Brooklyn Park Police Department Policy Manual. This aligns with the MBK Mayor’s pledge to re-imagine policing.

Looking forward, we are hopeful that our CARES act request for iPads and hotspots will help us continue 
engagement in the fall. Upon confirmation of our request, we will continue the recruiting process and meet with 
schools, Cities United Cohort Project (CUCP) partners and young people. The fall CUCP is scheduled to launch on 
October 6, 2020. 

If you’d like to host a social distancing in-person session at your work location, virtually facilitate parts of a STEM 
breakout session or know of a young person who may benefit from this youth development group mentoring 
program, please contact Antonio Smith at 763-498-1799 or antonio.smith@brooklynpark.org

Antonio Smith 
Youth Services Liaison

mailto:antonio.smith%40brooklynpark.org?subject=
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NORTH HENNEPIN COMMUNITY COLLEGE

Taking care of each other
Now more than ever it’s important for us to take care 
of each other. COVID-19 impacts all of us, and how we 
respond says a lot about our community. I’m proud to 
be part of a caring community here.  Recently, we asked 
students to identify their needs and concerns through a 
survey. Our employees are reaching out to students and 
connecting them to resources at the college and in the

community; a few of them are highlighted below.
Regards,

Dr. Rolando García

Technology
Many students identified access to technology as a concern. In response, 
NHCC is offering loaner laptops, expanding Wi-Fi to campus parking lots, 
opening computer labs, staffing a help desk, and connecting students with 
community resources. 

“I’m so grateful for the free computer I received through Minnesota 
Computers for Schools. I would not have been able to finish the semester 
without it! The laptop is in great shape, and came fully equipped. And the 
process was so easy, I would highly recommend it to any student in need. 
Thank you for supporting my educational goals!”  
~ Deborah Fortney, Human Services, May 2021 Graduate

Want to help?
Consider donating computer equipment or make a financial contribution. 
Contact Katie McMahon, kmcmahon@mncfs.org for more information. 

Back-to-school packs
NHCC is partnering with Brooklyn Bridge Alliance for Youth to provide school 
packs for students and families in need. Packs will include school supplies, 
masks, hand sanitizer, and other specialty items for distance learning. 

Food
NHCC’s food cupboard serves up to 200 students annually who visit two or three times per month. Since the 
pandemic, NHCC changed its operations, and is now offering prepackaged bags of food, hygiene and/or baby items. 
NHCC plans to expand offerings, including healthier food options through partnerships with Community Emergency 
Assistance Programs and others. For more information and to donate, visit www.nhcc.edu/foodcupboard.   

Deborah Fortney

Mental health
NHCC recently added a social worker (meet her on the next page) to its support team of three counselors who 
collectively provide support and connect students to resources in the areas of mental health, food, transportation, 
housing and more.



@NorthHennepin @NorthHennepin nhcc.edu@NorthHennepin 
CommunityCollege

Equal Opportunity Educator and Employer. To receive this information in an alternative format, 
call 763-493-0555 (Voice) or via the Minnesota Relay at 1-800-627-3529. 

NORTH HENNEPIN COMMUNITY COLLEGE

This photo titled “Commonly Seen, Seen Uncommonly,” was taken 
by Maoyao Yang, a student in a summer digital photography 
course. View more student photography on our blog.

Meet Julia Salinas, NHCC Social Worker
What’s it like to return to NHCC serving students? 
It’s wonderful and a dream come true! This is honestly my dream job because it 
combines my passion for social work and higher education. I enjoy supporting 
students in their education, advocating for them and connecting them to com-
munity resources. I identify with many of the students I serve because I experi-
enced similar situations during college. As a social worker, my goal is to provide 
a supportive, trustworthy, and culturally sensitive environment where students 
from all walks of life can be heard and feel welcome.

Click here to read more on our blog.

NHCC Student Spotlight:
AJ Eide
Meet AJ! He’s a 33-year-old, nontraditional student who is about to graduate with 
his AA in Liberal Arts. At NHCC, AJ valued the campus diversity and the helpful in-
structors. “The professors were right there to help you and the campus diversity was 
incomparable.” AJ hopes to use his education to break into the radio industry. AJ is 
well on his way with his podcast Mostly Normal Gamers. Read more about AJ, and 
listen to his interview with NHCC President García on our blog.

Ingrid Helgerson
Ingrid is a Graphic Design student at NHCC. This summer she was matched to an 
internship through NHCC’s Graphic Design Xperience program. “I’ve really enjoyed 
designing marketing materials and working for an actual client.” She credits this 
internship for giving her good experience and will graduate next year. Read more 
about Ingrid’s internship experience on our blog.

Commonly Seen, 
Seen Uncommonly

Maoyao Yang

https://direc.to/ercM
https://direc.to/ercJ
https://direc.to/ercF
https://direc.to/ercC
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Rental Housing Support

Rental Housing Rehabilitation Loan Program
The city of Brooklyn Park now offers the Rental Housing Rehabilitation Loan Program to provide affordable financial 
resources to invest in the physical and structural improvements of the city’s small rental apartment housing stock. 

What are the program requirements? 

• The applicant must have a current rental housing license for the property that has been valid for at least one year. 
If in the name of a business, the business must be registered with the Secretary of State for at least one year.

• The combined loan-to-value ratio of all loans secured by the property must not exceed 100% of the property 
value.

• The applicant must be current on mortgage/contract for deed payments, property taxes, utility bills, and any 
outstanding code violations must be remedied by rehabilitation completed with this loan.

• Properties held in a contract for deed are eligible if both parties, the purchaser and seller, both sign the mortgage 
and the contract for deed holder signs a letter giving their approval of the project.

What are the terms and conditions? 

• Funds will be awarded in the form of a 10-year, zero-interest loan for Brooklyn Park residents who are:

• Owners whose households are income-qualified (120% area median income or less) OR 

• Owners who keep the rent affordable at 60% area median income during the loan term through a deed 
restriction

• If neither of the above terms can be met, funds will be awarded in the form of a 10-year term at a fixed interest 
rate of 3%.

• Loan amount: $10,000 to $100,000. Maximum amount per unit = $10,000. The EDA may consider requests for loan 
amounts more than the maximum on a special case by case basis.

• Amortizing loan that requires borrowers to make monthly payments on principal and interest.

For more information, contact John Kinara at 763-493-8054 or email john.kinara@brooklynpark.org

mailto:tel:7634938054?subject=
mailto:john.kinara%40brooklynpark.org?subject=Rental%20Housing%20Rehabilitation
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COVID-19 Support Programs

COVID-19 Response Programs in Brooklyn Park
The city has implemented several programs since March to address the impact of COVID-19 on businesses 
and residents. The Non-Profit Emergency Grant funds, the Brooklyn Park Development Corporation (BPDC) 
Emergency Deferred Loan Program and mask distribution are some of the programs that were established to 
support Brooklyn Park families and businesses to stay healthy and safe during this time. 

Nonprofit Emergency Grant Program 

The Brooklyn Park City Council established a program in March 2020 to aid in providing food, cleaning 
supplies and rental assistance to Brooklyn Park residents. Five nonprofit organizations benefited from this 
grant: Avenues for Youth, Community Emergency Assistance Program (CEAP), Minnesota African Task Force 
Against Ebola (MATFAE), Organization of Liberians in Minnesota (OLM) and West African Family & Community 
Services (WAFCS). This grant was beneficial in providing residents and grantees culturally specific services 
and supplies to those who needed them. 

Brooklyn Park Development Corporation (BPDC) Emergency Deferred Loan Program 

The BPDC program was approved on May 8. this program funded 71 businesses  from a variety of industries 
with over half being businesses owned by Brooklyn Park residents, 81% of businesses reporting they are 
owned in part or in whole by people of color, and about half being owned in part or in whole by women. 
Funding from this program went directly to operating costs such as rent and payroll and helped businesses 
stay open during the pandemic. 

Mask Distribution 

The city is helping to combat the devastating impact of COVID-19 on the well being of residents and 
businesses by providing funding opportunities. In partnership with the Twin West Chamber of Commerce, 
the city coordinated and hosted a mask distribution in July to encourage business owners, employees, and 
customers to mask up. The distribution took place at the Community Activity Center (CAC) on Thursday 
July 30 and Friday July 31. All businesses in Brooklyn Park were invited to come out and pick up mask for 
their businesses, and a total of 42,000 masks were distributed to help businesses and residents to follow the 
mandate and protect themselves from the spread of the virus. 
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Water Efficiency Rebate

Get up to $100 back on water-efficient purchases
Our hot weather has many people watering their lawns. An efficient irrigation system controller can save you 
money on water while keeping your grass green, and you can get a $100 rebate on your purchase. 

Recently we spoke to one Brooklyn Park homeowner who put in his new controller this year. 

Why did you decide to buy a water efficient irrigation system controller? 

“I needed to upgrade my 30-year-old controller and was tired of forgetting to turn it off when it rains or 
adjusting the timings during hot or cold snaps. I heard about the new generation of controllers which were 
connected to Wi-Fi and the local weather conditions and thought it was time to make the investment.” 

What differences have you noticed? 

“Since it reads my local forecast and does not water when rain is predicted or if it has rained heavily over 
the last 3 days, it doesn’t over water my lawn or waste water. It also won’t water when the predicted high 
temperature is too low. In addition, it gives you a regular reading how much water you have saved from 
your normal schedule.”

What would you tell others about your water efficient irrigation system controller? 

“It really takes all the guesswork out of managing your lawn irrigation system. It works all on its own and you 
don’t need to have those unreliable rain sensors attached you your system either.”

Anything else you’d like to share? 

“The ability to remotely control my system from my smart phone 
is a great added bonus. I can cancel or start a watering session 
anytime directly from my phone no matter where I am. Saving 
water, lowering my bill and the added convenience of total 
remote control makes the investment a no brainer.”
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Safe Community Camera Program

Help us keep Brooklyn Park safe by registering your cameras
The Brooklyn Park Police Department wants to partner with our residents and 
business owners to keep our city safe. 

If you have external security/surveillance cameras at your home 
or business, you may be collecting evidence of a crime in your 
neighborhood without even knowing it.  

The purpose of this voluntary program is to help the Police 
Department investigate after a crime has been committed.

In the event of a crime in your neighborhood, the Police Department 
would contact you via phone or email and ask you to review your 
video.  

If you find that your camera system did capture some video footage from 
the incident in question, the department will then coordinate a time for an 
officer to view the footage. 

At no time would the Police Department have control of your camera system or be able to 
view it in real time.  

Your participation in this program is voluntary and you can stop participating in the program at any 
time by letting the Police Department know.  

All your camera registration information private and will only be viewed by Police Department 
employees.  

Please help us keep Brooklyn Park safe by registering your cameras today.
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Curbside & Citywide Clean Up!

Join us for a Citywide Clean Up!
Join us for a Citywide Clean Up!

In honor of National Good Neighbor Day which is 
September 28, we are asking neighbors to help pick up litter 
and keep our city beautiful!

Join your neighbors and clean up from September 24 to 28. 

Stay connected and get updates by signing up for city news 
here, check our social media pages. More details coming 
soon!

Curbside Clean Up
Curbside cleanup begins on September 19. The cost of 
the bulky waste curbside collection program has more 
than doubled in the past five years. To reduce costs the 
City Council agreed to set limits on the amount of material 
collected. Minor changes include:

• General junk and household building materials: Pile 
limited to ONE level truck bed (Generally 4’ x 8’ x 2’).

• Unusable furniture: Limit TWO.

• Mattresses or box springs: Limit TWO.

• Appliances: Limit TWO

Items exceeding limits will be left behind by the hauler. 
Residents will need to arrange and pay for separate 
disposal.

https://nationaltoday.com/national-neighbor-day/#:~:text=National%20Neighbor%20Day%20%E2%80%93%20September%2028%2C%202020
http://www.brooklynpark.org/recycle/recycling-events
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Snow Emergency Parking Ordinance

Don't get towed when it snows!
With winter around the corner, we can expect snow. Keep in mind that on-

street parking is not allowed when there is 2 or more inches of snow or when  
a snow emergency is declared.

Back in 2018, the city implemented a Snow Emergency Parking Ordinance.

The ordinance allows the city to declare a snow emergency when snow, 
sleet, ice or snow drifts have created dangerous road and travel conditions. 

When a snow emergency is called, vehicles may not park on city streets until  
 the full width of the street has been plowed. 

 Vehicles need to be off the city streets so crews can clear the streets quickly allowing  
 fire trucks, ambulances, school buses, and police vehicles to get to where they need to go.

Vehicles left on city streets after a snow emergency is called can get a ticket (citation) and be towed to an impound 
lot. The owner of the vehicle is responsible for all fees associated with snow emergency citation, towing and storing 
operations.

Once a street is plowed from curb to curb, a car can park on the street.

Where to park 

If you do not have access to off-street parking, you may park your vehicle at an approved snow emergency parking 
lot for up to 24 hours after a snow emergency is called. Vehicles left there for more than 24 hours will be considered 
abandoned vehicles and may be ticketed and towed. Snow or no snow, overnight parking is not allowed.

Find locations at www.brooklynpark.org/snow.

Regardless of weather conditions, from October 15 to April 15 vehicles parked on city streets between 2 a.m. to 5 a.m. 
can be ticketed and towed.  

Year-round, vehicles cannot park:

• On a sidewalk

• On the street for more than 24 hours

• Within 20 feet of a mailbox 

• Monday through Saturday, 6 a.m. to 8 p.m.

• Within 10 feet of a fire hydrant

• In front of a driveway

• Across the street from a driveway

Stay informed of snow emergencies

• Subscribe to email or text alerts

• Check for alerts on the City’s website

• Follow us on Facebook

• Tune in to local TV and radio

http://www.brooklynpark.org/snow
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/MNBROOKLYNPARK/subscriber/new?topic_id=MNBROOKLYNPARK_37
http://www.brooklynpark.org
https://www.facebook.com/brooklynparkmn
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Sewer problems? Call us first!

We will help determine if it is the City’s responsibility or if you have to 
call a sewer maintenance company
If you experience a sewer backup, first call the City at 763-493-8007 during business hours or 763-493-8222 after 
business hours.  We will help determine if it is the City’s responsibility or if you have to call a sewer maintenance 
company.

Many residents assume if there is a sewer backup in their home, it is the City’s responsibility. This may not be the 
case. The City is liable only if it is deemed to be the City’s fault as determined by insurance adjusters. 

Basement Water Valves 

The maintenance of interior water shut off valves is the homeowner’s responsibility.  Residents should be careful 
when attempting to turn off water service near the meter in the basement.  If the valves do not operate correctly, 
call the city at 763-493-8099 or 763-493-8185 to schedule the water to be turned off at the curb valve near the 
street. 

City Water Hardness

The City’s water treatment plant does not soften the water. The current City water hardness is approximately 32 
grains per gallon. Softeners should be set so as to keep 6 to 7 grains of hardness in the water, for over softening can 
be a lead to problems. If you have questions please call the water treatment plant staff by calling 763-315-8412 or 
763-315-8410.

http://www.brooklynpark.org/farmersmarket
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Major Roadway Projects

Here are the latest updates on major roadway projects.

Bottineau Blvd (County Road 81) - Brooklyn Blvd to 83rd Ave 

The contractor has Bottineau Blvd closed from Brooklyn Blvd to 83rd Ave to reconstruct the road. They plan to replace 
the Shingle Creek box culvert underneath Bottineau Blvd in early September. The road is expected to be open for 
traffic late fall of this year. Click here to visit the Bottineau Blvd project website.

Candlewood Drive

Candlewood Drive will be closed between Shingle Creek Drive and Louisiana Avenue starting 
Monday, August 17 for approximately 3 to 4 weeks for culvert repairs at Shingle Creek.  After 
the culvert repair, the contractor will mill and overlay Candlewood Drive from West Broadway 
to Zane Avenue followed by striping which includes a new on street bike lane.  The project will 
also include the removal and replacement of the ped bridge over Shingle Creek at Hampshire 

Avenue.  This will occur at the same time as the Candlewood Drive culvert.  The project is 
expected to be completed by September 30.

Highway 169 / 101st Ave Interchange

The contractor will be working on the bridge and final wearing course in Sept/Oct.  101st 
Avenue will remain closed from Jefferson Highway to east of Highway 169 with no access to or 
from Highway 169 until the project opens to traffic in November.  There will be periodic lane 

closures along Highway 169 as the contractor sets bridge beams.

93rd Ave Reconstruction (Zane Ave to Regent Ave)

The contractor will be landscaping the new medians on 93rd Avenue and on 94th Ave east of Zane.  The roadway is 
expected to remain closed to traffic until mid-October.

94th Ave Construction (Hampshire Ave to Colorado Ave)

This project is expected to be open to traffic in late September or early October.

Met Council Regional Sanitary Sewer Work

There will be a lot of work happening over by the river on Mississippi Lane (Brookdale – 81st), 81st Ave (Mississippi 
Ln-Riverview Lane) and Riverview Lane (83rd-Mattson Brook Ln).  This work will impact roadways in this area. The 
temporary sewer conveyance piping is expected to be removed in November along Highway 252, 89th Ave and 
Brookdale Drive (east of 252).  Completion expected in Spring 2021. Click here to visit the sewer project website.

https://www.hennepin.us/bottineauboulevard
https://metrocouncil.org/sewerconstruction/BrooklynParkSewerRehab2020-2021
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Census 2020: Have you been counted?

Last chance to be counted in the 2020 Census!
Have you filled out the 2020 Census? If not, there’s still time! So far, 76.7% of Brooklyn Park residents have 
responded. We want to get as close to 100% as we can. You can still respond before September 30 by clicking 
the button below or calling 844-330-2020. Phone lines are open every day from 6 a.m. to 1 a.m. 

The census is important for many reasons. It tells us who 
we are and how our community is changing. Hundreds 
of federal programs rely on census data: Medicaid, 
student loans, school lunch program, federal highway 
funds, Head Start, food stamps, affordable housing, and 
more. Businesses use population data to decide where 
to set up shop. Nonprofits rely on the numbers to decide 
how best to serve the community.

In order to count people who have not yet filled out the 
census, the U.S. Census has hired census takers from the 
communities where they live for door knocking. 

Census takers will follow public health guidelines, 
including wearing a mask and social distancing. They will 
stand outside the front door of the person's home or in 
the hallway for an apartment. 

Census takers can be identified by a valid government 
ID badge with their photograph, a U.S. Department of 
Commerce watermark, and an expiration date on the badge. 

The U.S. Census Bureau asks that if a census taker visits your home, you answer their questions. If no one is home 
when the census taker visits, they will leave a notice of their visit with information about how to respond. If you 
want to avoid a visit, fill out the census! Click here to find more information on identifying a census worker.

Help spread the word by asking your family, friends and neighbors if they’ve responded. Let’s make sure the 
#brooklynscount2020 !

 

https://2020census.gov/en/census-takers.html
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Election Guide: November 3, 2020

Council Member Candidates
Here are your Council Member candidates on the November 3, 2020 General Election Ballot:

• Central District – Christian Eriksen and Boyd Morson

• East District – Lisa Jacobson and Ben Osemenam

• West District – Susan Pha and Henry Momanyi

Polling places are open from 7:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. on Election Day.

Vote Early (Absentee Voting)

Voters in Minnesota may choose to vote before Election Day by absentee ballot without providing 
a reason. You can vote by mail, or you can vote early in person starting Friday, September 18. If you 
have any questions call the city clerk at 763-493-8180.

Click here to apply for an absentee ballot online at or download a copy of the application. 

Location and Hours

• September 18 - November 2, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

• Saturday, October 31, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

City Hall Council Chambers 
5200 85th Ave. N

Serve as an Election Judge
Interested in serving as an Election Judge at the polling places for the November 3 
election? You will receive an hourly wage and training. Individuals may be absent from 
a place of work after giving an employer at least 20 days written notice for the purpose 
of serving as an election judge without penalty.  If you are eligible to vote and can read, 
write, and speak English, and you are not a candidate in the election or closely related 
to a candidate, you can be an election judge.  Bilingual judges are needed at the 
polling places. The City of Brooklyn Park is an equal opportunity employer.

If you are interested, please call  
763-493-8119 or click the button 
for more information.

https://www.brooklynpark.org/elections/voting/
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Save the Food: Tips for cutting down on food waste
by Tim Pratt

Tales from Tim’s  
Recycling Bin 

Your Brooklyn Park 
City Council
Click to visit our webpage

for information regarding 

City Council meetings 

and contact information 

for City Council members. 

From left to right: Terry Parks, Lisa Jacobson, 
Mark Mata, Susan Pha, Mayor Jeffrey Lunde, 
Wynfred Russell, Tonja West-Hafner

Click on the icons below to connect with us!

Park Pages     July 2020

How many of us heard the joke that 
we spent our time at home this 
spring baking banana bread? The 
thought being that since we were in 
our houses with time on our hands, 
we put our past their prime produce 
to good use when before we would 
have thrown those brown spotted 
bananas in the garbage bin.

Hopefully, we’ll carry those food 
saving skills into the future. First, it’s 
good for your budget. An average 
American family of four wastes 
$1,500 of food every year.  Food we 
buy, but never eat. I’m confident we 
could all use $1,500 in savings.

Second, reducing food waste is the 
third most impactful way we can 
limit global climate change. Fifteen 
times more impactful than recycling 
our bottles, cans, and paper 
according to research by Project 
Drawdown.

What are some ways we can reduce 
our food waste?

• Meal plan – if you shop when 
you are hungry you end up 
making impulse purchases. So, 
before you go to the grocery 
store figure out your menu for 
the week and only buy what you 
need.

• Use it up – just like making 
banana bread, find a use for your 
produce. And eat your leftovers.

• Store like a pro - where you 
put food in your refrigerator can 
contribute to how long it lasts. 
For example, store eggs, milk, 
and raw meat on the bottom 
shelf because it’s the coldest.

Find more tips and recipes at 
savethefood.com

Until next time eat it up, don’t throw 
it out my friends

Tim Pratt, Recycling Manager
Operations and Maintenance

mailto:https://www.brooklynpark.org/open-government/city-council/?subject=
mailto:https://www.brooklynpark.org/open-government/city-council/?subject=
http://brooklynpark.org
http://nextdoor.com
http://brooklynpark.org/subscribe
http://www.savethefood.com
https://www.facebook.com/brooklynparkmn?subject=
https://www.youtube.com/user/BrooklynParkMNCity/
https://twitter.com/BrooklynPark?subject=
https://www.instagram.com/cityofbrooklynpark/?subject=
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/MNBROOKLYNPARK/subscriber/new
https://nextdoor.com/pages/brooklyn-park-community-engagement-department
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