Monday, March 9, 2020 Brooklyn Park Council Chambers
7:00 p.m. 5200 85" Avenue North

COUNCIL WORK SESSION — AGENDA #8

If you need these materials in an alternative format or need reasonable accommodations for a City Council meeting, please provide the
City with 72-hours’ notice by calling 763-424-8000 or emailing Josie Shardlow at josie.shardlow@brooklynpark.org.
Para asistencia, 763-424-8000; Yog xav tau kev pab, 763-424-8000.

Our Vision: Brooklyn Park, a thriving community inspiring pride where opportunities exist for all.

Our Brooklyn Park 2025 Goals:

* A united and welcoming community, strengthened by our diversity « Beautiful spaces and quality
infrastructure make Brooklyn Park a unique destination ¢« A balanced economic environment that
empowers businesses and people to thrive « People of all ages have what they need to feel healthy and
safe « Partnerships that increase racial and economic equity empower residents and neighborhoods to
prosper ¢ Effective and engaging government recognized as a leader

A. CALL TO ORDER - Mayor Jeffrey Lunde
B. GENERAL INFORMATION
None
C. DISCUSSION ITEMS/GENERAL ACTION ITEMS — These items will be discussion items but the City

Council may act upon them during the course of the meeting.
Cl Update on Park Bond Reinvestment Projects
C.2 COVID-19 Update and Preparedness Measures
C.3 Discuss Resolution of Support for Hmong Threatened with Deportation
A. RELATED STAR TRIBUNE ARTICLE

D. VERBAL REPORTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
D.1 COUNCIL MEMBER REPORTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
D.2 CITY MANAGER REPORTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

E. ADJOURNMENT


mailto:josie.shardlow@brooklynpark.org

City of Brooklyn Park
Council Work Session
Originating
Meeting Date: March 9, 2020 Department: Recreation and Parks
Jody Yungers, Director
Agenda ltem: C.1 Prepared By: Recreation and Parks
Discussion Items/
Agenda Section: General Action Items Presented By: Jody Yungers
Iltem: Update on Park Bond Reinvestment Projects

Summary:
Staff will provide a brief update on Park Bond Projects, including:

e Park redevelopment projects — Hartkopf, Lakeland and Norwood Parks

e Park building additions — Monroe, Willowstone and Northwoods Parks

e Shelter kitchen additions — River and Central Parks (2020)

e Trails, wayfinding, lighting plans — System-wide

e Hometown ballfield — Noble Sports Park

¢ Natural resource management — Village Creek, River, Norwood, Emerson Woods and Hartkopf Parks

e Community Activity Center improvements (Senior Center, Fithess and Customer Service/Living Room
and restroom upgrades) — YMCA Feasibility Study

Update to include:
1. Projects scope and status
2. Community engagement efforts
3. Timeline for implementation

Council feedback is needed to help guide staff decisions related to priority investments, based on available
resources.



City of Brooklyn Park
Council Work Session

Meeting Date:

March 9, 2020

Originating
Department:

Fire

Agenda ltem:

C.2

Prepared By:

T. John Cunningham, Fire Chief

Agenda Section:

Discussion Items/
General Action Items

Presented By:

T. John Cunningham, Fire Chief

Item:

COVID-19 Update and Preparedness Measures

Summary:

As you are aware, the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) has been spreading across the globe and has recently
been detected in the United States. While no cases have been confirmed in Minnesota at this time, City

leadership has been actively monitoring the outbreak.

City staff will update the City Council on planning measures currently underway in the event there is any local
impact as a result of COVID-19.



City of Brooklyn Park
Council Work Session

Originating
Meeting Date: March 9, 2020 Department: Administration
Agenda Item: C.3 Prepared By: Jay Stroebel, City Manager
Discussion Items/ Council Member Pha and Jay
Agenda Section: General Action Items Presented By: Stroebel
Item: Discuss Resolution of Support for Hmong Threatened with Deportation
Summary:

Council Member Pha will provide a background on the issue of Hmong residents being threatened with
possible deportation. The Council will discuss possible language for a resolution of support.

Attachments:

C.3A RELATED STAR TRIBUNE ARTICLE
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LOCAL

Fear, anxiety in Minnesota over plans to
deport some Hmong residents

By Maya Rao (http://www.startribune.com/maya-rao/137958973/) Star Tribune

FEBRUARY 19, 2020 — 5:06AM

Minnesota’s large Hmong community is facing new fears that thousands of Laotian and
Hmong refugees across the country could be deported.

Immigration attorneys, advocates and elected officials are juggling waves of messages,
trying to organize legal clinics and correct misinformation among a group that felt little
reason to worry until recently.

The Trump administration’s proposal has prompted alarm about families being broken
up and how Laos might treat Hmong newcomers, particularly in light of the Hmong
population’s role as allies to the CIA in the “Secret War” fighting communist forces in
Laos during the Vietnam War.

“The community is distraught,” said state Rep. Samantha Vang, DFL-Brooklyn Center.
She later added, “The Hmong community is a big small community. ... Word gets passed
around and you eventually start hearing about those who are distantly related to you
who are affected by this.”

Most of the state’s 80,000 Hmong residents are not affected by the proposal, which
applies to 4,716 noncitizens nationwide who have deportation orders largely based on
older criminal convictions.

The U.S. in recent years has already ramped up deportations of other Southeast Asian
nationals, mainly those from Cambodia and Vietham. Now the Trump administration is
leaning on Laos — which is among the countries classified as “recalcitrant” for failing to
accept the return of their nationals from the U.S. —to sign a repatriation agreement.

A spokeswoman for U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) noted that every
country has an international legal obligation to accept the return of its nationals whom
another state seeks to remove. Among the Lao nationals with a final order of removal
(and who aren’t detained), 4,086 have criminal convictions, according to ICE.

“The immigration laws of the United States allow an alien to pursue relief from
removal; however, once they have exhausted all due process and appeals, they remain
subject to a final order of removal from an immigration judge and that order must be
carried out,” ICE spokeswoman Britney Walker said in an e-mail.

Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz, U.S. Sens. Amy Klobuchar and Tina Smith, along with U.S.
Rep. Betty McCollum, have written letters to the administration voicing concerns about
efforts to facilitate the deportation of Hmong residents.

‘Concern is very high’

The Illegal Immigration Reform and Immigrant Responsibility Act in 1996 expanded the

types of crimes that can make an immigrant subject to deportation, including nonviolent
crimes, and applied the law retroactively. Immigration advocates say that many of those

affected were low-income youth who pleaded guilty to crimes and didn’t realize that it
would affect their immigration status, particularly since the government wasn’t taking
much action to deport people back to Laos at the time.

“That [law] directly impacted Southeast Asians who came as refugees, many of whom
were resettled in the poorest parts of cities and had all kinds of war traumas and things
like that,” said Bo Thao-Urabe, executive and network director of the Coalition of Asian
American Leaders. Before the law, “they might have taken plea deals because they were
not in a position where they could afford attorneys and things like that, but they didn’t
understand that the immigration law would change.”

Fear, anxiety in Minnesota over plans to deport some Hmong residents - StarTribune.com
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An unidentified Immigration and Customs
Enforcement deportation officer reviews
forms.
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She said the coalition’s priority now is making sure it helps the community understand
the government’s intentions and helps affected families find legal support.

“In many of these cases people have already served their sentences and so they now have
families, they have children who are U.S. citizens, and America is really the only country
they’ve known,” Thao-Urabe said.

A St. Paul man at risk of deportation, who spoke to the Star Tribune on the condition of
anonymity due the sensitivity of his case, said he arrived as a child in the 1980s from a
large refugee family. He grew up poor and said he dropped out of high school after being
bullied.

He said he became a homeless teen and robbed convenience stores with friends to
survive, The man spent several years in prison in the early ’90s and his parents never
took him through the citizenship process. He signed a deportation order after leaving
prison and has checked in with immigration authorities every year.

“I'm not proud of it, but after that ... I contributed a lot and I advanced a lot in my life,”
the man said, noting that he got his GED, learned English, attended college, pursued a
career and had two children.

He doesn’t speak Lao, have any relatives in the country or even have any memories of it;
he spent early childhood in a Thai refugee camp.

“I'm afraid: physically, mentally, emotionally,” said the man, who keeps his curtains
drawn at home and fears talking to strangers. “There’s no hope for me. It’s very painful
to live like this.”

State Rep. Jay Xiong, DFL-St. Paul, said Hmong residents have left so many messages
that his voice mail was recently full. Some of those calling the office are too scared to
share their full names or even discuss their situations over the phone.

Minneapolis attorney Mai Neng Moua said she wants to make sure people get the right
information; after looking on social media, some people believe that anybody who’s
Hmong, or not a U.S. citizen, is going to be deported.

“The concern is very high at this point because a lot of people either they’re directly
impacted or they know someone who is directly impacted,” she said.

Maya Rao covers race and immigration for the Star Tribune.
maya.rao@startribune.com 612-673-4210 mrao_strib

www.startribune.com/fear-anxiety-in-minnesota-over-plans-to-deport-some-hmong-residents/567989172/
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