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A building permit is required to install or replace emergency escape and rescue 

openings. 

All sleeping rooms shall have at least one egress window (see minimum sizing 

illustration below) meeting all below requirements: 

• Sill height not more than 44 inches above floor, measured from finished floor to 
clear opening.  

• Openable area not less than 5.7 square feet for above grade openings. 

• Opening height not less than 24 inches. 

• Opening width not less than 20 inches.  

• Emergency escape windows shall be operational from the inside of the room 
without the use of keys, tools, or special knowledge. Window opening devices 
serving a required emergency escape and rescue opening shall comply with ASTM 
F290. 

 

• Openings shall have a minimum net clear opening of 5.0 square feet. 

• Sill height not more than 44 inches or provide window well. 

• Opening height not less than 24 inches. 

• Opening width not less than 20 inches. 

• Emergency escape openings shall be operational from the inside of the room 
without the use of keys, tools, or special knowledge. Window opening devices 
serving a required emergency escape and rescue opening shall comply with 
ASTM F290. 

 

The area of the window well shall be not less than 9 square feet, with a horizontal 
projection and width of not less than 36 inches. 

• Window wells with a vertical depth of more than 44 inches shall be equipped with 
an approved permanently affixed ladder or stairs that are accessible with the 
window in the fully open position. 

• The ladder or stairs shall not encroach into the required dimensions of the window 
well by more than six inches. 

• Ladders or rungs shall have an inside dimension of at least 12 inches, shall project 
not less than 3 inches from the wall and shall be spaced not more than 18 inches on 
center vertically for the full height of the window well.  

Note: A minimum height clearance of 36 inches shall be maintained above the exterior 
grade.   (Example: a deck above the escape window.) 

If you need this information in 
another language or format or 
disability accommodations,  
email access@brooklynpark.org or 
call 763-424-8000. 
 
Si usted necesita esta información 
en español: 763-424-8000 
 
Yog xav tau kev pab, thov hu rau 
763-424-8000 lawv mam li nrhiav 
ib tus neeg txhais lus rau koj 

http://www.brooklynpark.org/building-


 

1. Framing- Shall be inspected after the window and window well is installed but prior 
to concealing any framing materials. 

2. Building Final- Shall be inspected once installation is complete and framing has been 
approved. Including all smoke and carbon monoxide alarms. 

 

 

  


