
             

PARK SYSTEM 
PURPOSE AND 
BACKGROUND



Building new parks—and improving existing parks—is a 
great way to keep people active.  The more parks there are in a 
community, the more people exercise. People who live closer to 

parks exercise more. And people who regularly use parks get more 
exercise than people who don’t. – Trust for Public Land 8 Ways That Parks Improve Your Health 2013
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THE CRITICAL ROLE OF PARKS AND 
RECREATION SYSTEMS
According to the National Recreation and Park Association 
(NRPA), parks and recreation systems are known to provide 
a critical role in transforming cities into vibrant and healthy 
communities. Parks provide opportunities to improve 
physical and mental health, a place to meet up with family 
and/or friends, or opportunities to reconnect with nature. 
Parks and recreation programs can deliver vital services, such 
as adult, senior or out-of-school time programs, that can 
play a critical role in supporting educational advancement 
and healthy child development. Beyond delivering high-
quality recreation opportunities, parks and recreation 
systems play a critical role in protecting and celebrating 
the environment through the conservation of public 
lands, investing in green infrastructure, and advocating for 
proactive management of land, water, trees, open spaces 
and wildlife. In doing so, park and recreation systems serve a 
vital role to enhance and protect the diversity of our natural 
resource areas, to beautify the built environment, provide 
close-to-home access to natural places, and create natural 
connections between neighborhoods.

The 2017 NRPA Americans’ Engagement with Parks Survey 
examines the importance of public parks in the lives of 
Americans.  Some key findings from this survey include:

 » The reasons Americans visit their local park and 
recreation facilities are as diverse as they are: a place to 
be with family and friends, to be more physically active, 
to be closer to nature, to access quality, affordable child 
care and to learn a new skill or craft. 

 » 85 percent of Americans consider high-quality park and 
recreation amenities an important factor in choosing a 
new place to live. 

 » More than nine in 10 Americans agree that parks 
and recreation is an important service their local 
governments deliver. 

 » 95 percent of Americans agree that it is important 
that their local government acts to protect the natural 
environment, including acquiring, constructing, and 
maintaining local parks, trails and green spaces. 

 » 87 percent of Americans support their local government 
and park and recreation agency in investing in critical 
infrastructure that would make their regions more 
resilient and would improve their community’s ability to 
withstand or recover quickly from natural disasters.
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WHY DO WE NEED A PARK SYSTEM 
PLAN?  
Much has changed since the 1997 Ten-Year Park 
Improvement Plan was implemented.  Brooklyn Park is 
now the sixth largest city in the state of Minnesota, with a 
population of 81,960 (2016). The City is expected to exceed a 
population of 95,000 by the year 2030. Brooklyn Park is one 
of the most diverse cities in Minnesota, with over 50 percent 
of our population being persons of color, 20 percent born 
outside of the US, and 25 percent of our residents speaking 
a language other than English at home. Aside from race/
country of origin, we are also young with a median age 
of 32.  In comparison, our community has changed more 
rapidly than other communities in the metro and within the 
state and will most likely continue to do so. 

Park programming needs have continued to grow and 
evolve.  New development initiatives, the largest of which 

is the planning and future implementation of the Blue Line 
light rail transit (LRT), are providing economic development 
opportunities, along with new public open space and 
enhancements to the public realm.  Partnerships with 
regional park providers, watersheds, community colleges, 
adjacent cities and school districts, among others, are 
forming to leverage resources and advancing shared visions 
within the community.  As Brooklyn Park is getting close to 
being fully developed; now is the time to evaluate if open 
land needs to be identified for future parks and recreation 
facilities.

Therefore, to stay relevant to our changing community, it is 
important to assess the current needs and interests of the 
community. The System Plan process is built on the priorities 
identified in the 2012 Parks and Recreation Master Plan and 
the Brooklyn Park 2025 Community Plan. 

Figure 1 Brooklyn Park 2025 Who We Are Infographic 
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2016
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Figure 2 Brooklyn Park 2025 Mural by the Youth Mural Team 

Incorporating Brooklyn Park 2025
The system of parks and special use facilities must stay 
relevant to the changing needs and interests of the 
community.  

In 2016, the City of Brooklyn Park facilitated an extensive 
community engagement process, reaching over 1500 
community stakeholders, to develop a shared vision and 
priority goals for the community.  In February 2017, the 
City Council adopted six priority goals and strategies that 
it believes will help advance the community’s vision for 
Brooklyn Park, by the year 2025.  They include:

 » A united and welcoming community, strengthened by 
our diversity

 » Beautiful spaces and quality infrastructure make 
Brooklyn Park a unique destination

 » A balanced economic environment that empowers 
businesses and people to thrive.

 » People of all ages have what they need to feel healthy 
and safe

 » Partnerships that increase racial and economic equity 
empower residents and neighborhoods to prosper.

 » Effective and engaging government recognized as a 
leader.

Parks were specifically mentioned as one of the things our 
community loves most about Brooklyn Park. The Brooklyn 
Park 2025 strategic goals that relate to the development of 
the System Plan are: 

“Beautiful spaces and quality infrastructure make Brooklyn 

Park a unique destination” 

How is this goal relevant to the System Plan?   Parks and 
Recreation facilities are part of the larger infrastructure that 
play a key role in making Brooklyn Park livable and beautiful. 
Parks contribute to the sense of community pride and 
provide opportunities for investment in creation of unique 
designations for economic development for the community. 
Parks and trails can be instrumental to providing attractive 
corridors and destinations that foster increased connections 
between community members and to the natural world.  
Quality park and recreation amenities inspire activity for all 
ages and interests.

How did this goal drive the System Plan?   All park 
infrastructure and amenity improvements presented for 
recommendation were considered under the lens that 
they need to align with the Brooklyn Park 2025 Strategies, 
specifically to provide ways to enhance the beauty, 
functionality, and safety of parks and trails system.
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Figure 3 2012 Plan Priorities 

Brooklyn Park
Recreation and Parks Master Plan

 
viii 

U
.S

. H
W

Y.
 1

69

INTER

INTERSTATE  94

BROOKLYN BLVD

69TH AVE   

CSAH
 81

(C
S

A
H

 8
) 

 W
E

S
T 

   
B

R
O

A
D

W
AY

W
IN

N
E

TK
A 

 A
V

E (C
S

A
H

 1
03

)

BROOKLYN BLVD (CSAH 130)

U
.S

. H
W

Y.
 1

69

252

ZA
N

E
  A

V
E

  (
C

S
A

H
 1

4)

T.H.

NO
BL

EP
KW

Y

W
E

S
T 

B
R

O
A

D
W

AY

93RD   AVE     (CSAH 30)

85TH AVE (CSAH 109)

D
O

U
G

LA
S

   
  D

R
IV

E

STATE  94
(CO. RD. 130)

(CSAH 152)

(C
S

A
H

 1
30

)
(C

S
A

H
 1

03
)

(C
S

AH
 1

4)

CSAH
 81

U.S. HWY. 169

CSAH
 81

N
O

B
LE

PK
W

Y

T.H. 610

W
E

S
T 

B
R

O
A

D
W

AY

T.H. 610

252

T.H.

T.
H

. 6
10

NO
BL

E
P

K
W

Y

Environmental 
Nature Area

North Woods Park

Noble Sports 
Park

Palmer Lake 
Environmental 

Nature Area

Bass Creek Park

Norwood Park

Zane Sports Park

Hartkopf Park

Greenhaven Park

Hamilton Park

Jewell Park

Willowstone Park

Trinity 
Gardens 

Park

Founders 
Park

Birch Grove 
ParkTessman 

Park

Cavell Park

Orchard Trail Park

Lakeland Park

Brook Oaks Park

Maitland Park

Northern Trail Park

Royal Oaks 
Park

Cottonwood Park

Fair Oaks Park

Southbrook Park

Monroe Park

College Park

Sunkist Park

Zanewood Park

Pinebrook 
Park

Tessman 
Acres Park

Edinbrook Park

Emerson 
Woods 
Park

Park Lawn 
Park

Brooklyn 
Acres 
Park

Meadowlake Park

Willows of 
Aspen Park

Village Creek 
Park

Meadowwood Park

Edgewood Park

Sunny Lane 
Park

Striefel 
Park

Cherry 
Meadows 
Park

Stratford 
Crossing 

Park

Westwood 
Park

Zane Court Park

Old Town Hall Square

Zanewood Recreation Center

Community Activity Center
and Armory

Edinburgh Golf
 Course

Three Rivers Regional Park

reek

 

  

Plymouth

Maple Grove Coon Rapids

Fridley

Champlin

Crystal

Brooklyn Center

New Hope

S
Osseo

°0 0.50.25
Miles

Legend
Proposed Priority Actions

Informational
Existing Parks

Parks with unique community-wide
use

New urban greenway

Schools

Regional Trails

Planned Regional Trails

Priority Trail Network

Trail

Planned Trail
Sidewalk

Planned Sidewalk

Internal Park Walking Trails

Brookdale Park

Central Park

River Park

Oak Grove Park

Eidem Homestead 
Historical Site

Coon Rapids 
Regional Park

Brookdale Park

Central Park

River Park

Oak Grove Park

Eidem Homestead 
Historical Site

Coon Rapids 
Regional Park

City
Park

Lad
Park

Queen
Park

City
Park

Lad
Park

Sunny
Acres
Park

Queen
Park

Sunny
Acres
Park

Look for opportunities to 
establish a new park  with 
picnicking and amplified 
sound west of CR-81

New community park 
and potential catalyst for 
development/redevelopment. 
Potential location for outdoor 
performance space and/or arts 
center.

Develop an urban greenway along 
Bass Creek and Shingle Creek 
connecting to the Mississipppi River Trail. 

Continue to maintain 
Edinburgh Golf Course 
as a premier championship 
course

Eidem Homestead: Continue 
to celebrate Brooklyn Park’s 
History. Potential location for local 
historical society, farmer’s market, 
expansion of community gardens 

Working Draft 4/3/2012

PRIORITIES

1. Create more unique 
parks

2.  Create a more 
connected trail system 
with a new greenway 
in the southern portion 
of the city and walking 
loops within community 
parks

3.  Integrate arts into the 
park system

4. Provide more equitable
access to recreation 
programs and parks

5.  Add new specialized 
facilities such as 
aquatics and an indoor 
field house or domed 
sports field and expand 
on non-traditional 
offerings such as 
skateboard parks, 
disc golf, community 
gardens, and dog parks

New 
parks

The the map below and the discussion that follows are the community’s priorities for moving the system from good to great.  The priorities are 
drawn from the goals and objectives and distill the key new initiatives that will be needed to achieve a great system.  These new initiatives will 
require vision, change, commitment, and resources. 

1 Eight ways that parks improve your health Trust for Public Land Parks + Health brochure

“People of all ages have what they need to feel healthy and safe”

How is this goal relevant to the System Plan? Research has 
shown that physical activity is one of the most important 
contributors to health and that people who live closer 
to parks and those who use parks will exercise more.1 
Parks and trails play a strong role in public health by 
promoting exercise, unity, and family development.  Parks 
and recreation programs provide a place for people to 
gather and learn new skills. Trail corridors provide critical 
connectors and are an important alternative transportation 
mode.

How did this goal drive the System Plan? In order to fully 
understand the vision and desires of the community, 
engaging the community in the process was paramount, 
as we wanted to be sure to hear from as many community 

members as possible. Safety emerged as a theme and 
became a driver in the park system recommendations. 
All park infrastructure and amenity improvements were 
considered under the lens of ensuring equitable distribution 
and access to facilities and services through the community.  

The 2012 Recreation and Park Master Plan
In 2012, the City engaged the community to develop a 
vision for the system of parks and recreation, which resulted 
in the creation of the 2012 Recreation and Parks Master 
Plan. The plan focused on an inventory of existing park 
amenities, changing needs of the community and identified 
recreation and parks community priorities, which included 
the following:

 » Create more unique parks
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 » Create a more connected trail system with a new 
greenway in the southern portion of the city

 » Integrate arts into the park system

 » Provide more equitable access to recreation program, 
parks and facilities

 » Add new specialized facilities such as aquatics and an 
indoor field house or domed sports field and expand on 
non-traditional offerings such as skateboard parks, disc 
golf, outdoor performance spaces, community gardens 
and dog parks

The 2012 Park Master Plan provided a great overview and 
direction for the recreation and parks system. However, the 
plan did not identify where within the parks system the City 
should reinvest or what specific types of facilities should 
be developed. For example, the 2012 plan specified the 
need for specialized facilities, but did not provide details 
on type of facilities, such as the community-identified need 
for an aquatic facility and where this should be developed.. 
To move forward on any of these efforts, the City needed 
more input about type of amenities and locations within the 
system these facilities could be accommodated.

Recreation and Parks Master Plan
CITY OF BROOKLYN PARK

Adopted October 1, 2012

What Does This System Plan Include?
This System Plan builds on the information and 
recommendations of the 2012 Recreation and Parks Master 
Plan, incorporates Brooklyn Park 2025 goals, and addresses 
improvements for the entire system in more detail, including 
a ten-year outlook for each City park, and special use 
facilities (including the Community Activity Center, Eidem 
Homestead Historical Farm, Zanewood Recreation Center) 
and trail systems. This plan:

 » Reaffirms community priorities and identifies current 
gaps in the system;

 » Identifies opportunities for development or 
redevelopment in specific parks;

 » Ensures equitable distribution and access to facilities 
and services throughout the community;

 » Validates priority trail system enhancements and/
or gaps as identified within the currently proposed 
Brooklyn Park Pedestrian and Bicycle Master Plan, along 
with other emerging connectivity needs;

 » Identifies specific areas within the community that 
would best accommodate expanded facility needs;

 » Identifies specific natural areas within the system to be 
proactively managed for improving natural resource 
areas within the park system;

 » Provides a review of all 60 individual parks, including 
a summary of current use, park facility conditions, 
and opportunities for park enhancements or 
redevelopment;

 » Identifies specific properties within the City as in-
holdings for future park land acquisition and/or 
potential park land to sell;

 » Includes specific park concepts for incorporating an 
aquatics facility;

 » Provides optional concepts depending on possible 
funding scenarios; and

 » Provides a ten-year reinvestment plan that provides a 
road map for park system improvements including cost 
estimates for key improvements.


