
 

 

WEDNESDAY, June 19, 2019 
RECREATION& PARKS ADVISORY COMMISSION (RPAC) 

MINUTES 
 
1. The Recreation & Parks Advisory Commission meeting was called to order by Chairperson 

Monica Dillenburg at 6:30 p.m. 
 

Jody Yungers, Director introduced and welcomed new Commission member Patricia (Patty) 
Dominguez-Mejia, representing the East District, to the Recreation and Park Advisory Commission. 
Patricia gave a brief intro of herself.   
 
Roll call was taken and since there were a number of guests at the meeting, along with our new 
Commissioner, each person present at the meeting introduced themselves.  

 
Commission Members present: 
Monica Dillenburg, Central (Chair) 
Mark Nolen, At-large (Vice Chair) 
Patricia Dominguez-Mejia, East 
Dwain Erickson, West 
Deb Everson, At-large 
Colleen Groebner, At-large 
Aslam Tajim Hayat, At-large 
Francis Killen, At-large 
Cindi Matthew, Central 
Christy Sandberg, East  
Lang Vang, At-Large 

 
Commission Members absent: 
Jane Wilson, West 
Carol Vosberg, Planning Commission Liaison 
Susan Pha, City Council Liaison 
 
Brooklyn Park Staff present: 
Jody Yungers, Director Recreation and Parks 
Brad Tullberg, Parks and Facilities Manager, Recreation and Parks 
Greg Hoag, Parks and Buildings Manager, Operations and Maintenance  
Jeanine Machan, Program Assistant 
Cecila Andrade, Summer Intern with Recreation and Park 
 
Guests:  
Jim Arnold, resident of Brooklyn Park and board member of Isaac Walton League of America 
Joe Klohs, resident of Brooklyn Park and board member of Isaac Walton League of America 
 

2.  OPEN FORUM-PUBLIC COMMENT AND RESPONSE  
       Move to Action #5 
 
3. APPROVAL OF JUNE 19, 2019 AGENDA 

  
Motion to accept and Approve the June 19,  2019 Agenda:  Motion, Commissioner Erickson; 

Second, Commissioner Hayat.  Motion unanimously approved.     

 
4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM MAY 15, 2019 MEETING   
 



 

 

Motion to accept and Approve of the May 15, 2019 Minutes: Motion, Commissioner Matthew; 
Second, Commissioner Nolen.        
No further discussion.  Motion unanimously approved 
 
5. ACTION ITEMS  

1. APPROVAL OF NATURAL RESOURCE MANAGEMENT PLAN 
Director Yungers gave a brief overview of the presentation from the May RPAC meeting.  The 
specific highlights from the May meetings included the following: 

 
• The draft NRMP focuses on twenty-seven (27) specific parks within the system that have 

significant natural areas that would enhance and protect the diversity of our natural 
resource areas, provide close-to-home access to nature and create natural connections 
between neighborhoods throughout the community.  

 

• The NRMP is intended to be a long-term reinvestment plan over multiple year (30+ years). 
Therefore, to prioritize financial investments, a 10-Year Implementation Plan has been 
developed.  

 

• The following was taken into consideration in development of the priorities within the 10-
Year Implementation Plan:  

• Priority #1 – Current parks planned for redevelopment and have significant  
natural areas identified within the Plan: 
o River Park  

o Hartkopf Park  

o Norwood Park  

o Historic Eidem Farm  

 
• Priority #2 – Community Gathering Spaces with significant natural areas:  
o Village Creek Center, including Waite Park East and West  

 
• Priority #3 – Parks with significant natural areas (not undergoing redevelopment): 
o Brookdale Park  

o Palmer Lake  

o Oak Grove  

o Schrieber Woods  

o Bass Creek  

o CAC Fishing Pond  

 

• Priority Natural Resource Activities:  
The NRMP identifies multiple management activities and with limited resources, the 
following activities have been identified as priority tasks within the Plan:  

• Priority #1 – Stormwater Erosion Control  
• Priority #2 – Stream/River Buffer Restoration  
• Priority #3 – Upland (woodland) Restoration  
• Priority #4 – Lowland Hardwood Restoration  
• Priority #5 – Prairie Restoration  
• Priority #6 – Interpretive Signage  

 
Director Yungers also provided a synopsis of the Community feedback from the NRMP that was 
posted on the community website.  Of the 60 respondents, 45 (75%) said yes, they agree with the 
13 priority parks in the 10-year implementation plan.  Also 50 responding (83%) said yes, they 



 

 

agree with the priority natural resource activities in the plan.  The respondents were from all over 
the City and were a broad representation of the community.  
Highlights; people are passionate regarding the underbrush needs to be cleaned up for safer 
parks, and the feedback was mainly positive. 
 

Discussion:   

• Chair Dillenburg asked what involvement will Brooklyn Center have in the removal of invasive species 
along our common borders?   Director Yungers replied there has not yet been a direct conversation 
with the City of Brooklyn Center around the removal of invasion species.  Director Yungers indicated 
a willingness to connect with Brooklyn Center Director, Jim Galaso, to see if they had an interest.  
She will report back to the Commission.  

• Commissioner Matthew noted that there was more than one comment regarding the Greenhaven 
Park and safety concerns.  Greg Hoag responded that staff have been clearing out the buckthorn to 
open up the park, however due to the nature of Greenhaven it will never be an open sight line park. 

• Commissioner Nolen responded he wished more people would have responded, however he liked 
that it was a large number of areas of the City, and that the majority of the comments were positive 
and commented with detail.  

• Commissioner Groebner asked if the Plan was shared only electronically.  Director Yungers 
responded Yes. Besides the website it was pushed on social media.   

• Chair Dillenburg commented that most people want the Plan to be implemented. 

• Guest, Jim Arnold asked when the transfer of management of the Mississippi Gateway Regional Park 
is turned over to Three Rivers Park District, do we know what their plans are to manage the natural 
resources?  Director Yungers responded that within the NRMP there is an Exhibit that includes an 
excerpt from the Mississippi Gateway Regional Park Master Plan that describes the current inventory 
of natural areas within the park. Three Rivers Park District will be responsible for management of the 
natural areas within both sides of the park.  John Moriarty, Natural Resource Manager, will take over 
the management of the restoration.   

• Guest, Joe Klohs, a representative of the Isaac Walton League, stated that the NRMP is a very 
comprehensive, aggressive, complex plan.  He explained the Isaac Walton League is an organization 
concerned with the stewardship of the land, water and air and as Representatives, they would like to 
see incorporated into the Plan an assessment of the entire River corridor to determine the areas of 
concern and needed restoration.  Joe also would like to see a database created of “Best Practices” 
that would be available to all Brooklyn Park land owners along the Mississippi River.  It would be a 
resource database that provides the proper information to the residents of the processes regarding 
restoration of private property along the river.  

• Director Yungers responded that the City has a Comprehensive Plan in the final stages that Cindy 
Sherman, Director of Planning for the City’s Community Development Department has been looking 
at the environmental stewardship of the River as part the plan before it goes in front of the Met 
Council.  Director Yungers has had conversations with Cindy on this work.   

• Commissioner Groebner asked what would be the function of this data base for residents of Brooklyn 
Park and the other communities bordering the Mississippi River?  Klohs stated that it would be a goal 
for this information to be available for everyone.   

• Commissioner Sandberg asked what is the tax-exempt status of the Isaac Walton League?  Klohs 
responded that Isaac Walton is 501c3 and 501c4.  Sandberg’s noted her concerns that Isaac Walton 
is a lobbying organization.   
 

Director Yungers suggested that the Commission move forward with approving the acceptance of 
the Plan and forward to the City Council for approval.   Also, that if given the direction by the 
Commission, Director Yungers would work with Cindy Sherman to address Joe’s request for an 
assessment to be done on the river’s edge, within the City boundary.  

  
 



 

 

Motion was made to accept the Natural Resource Management Plan. Motion, Chairperson 
Dillenburg; Second, Commissioner Erickson.  
Motion unanimously approved. 
 

Further discussion was the idea of a request to ask the Director of Recreation and Parks to meet 
with Cindy Sherman with the City Planning Department to identify what is in the City 
Comprehensive Plan regarding the River Corridor and to bring back to the Commission of how the 
City would work with the Isaac Walton League to conduct aa baseline assessment of the River 
and a data base of best practices.   
 

Motion was made to ask Director Yungers to review with City Planning and report back the 
Comprehensive Plan around the River Corridor. Motion, Chair Dillenburg; Second, Commissioner 
Groebner.   
Motion unanimously approved. 
 
6. GENERAL INFORMATION - PRESENTATIONS  

1. INTRODUCTION AND OVERVIEW  OF 2020 - 2024 BUDGET 
 

Director Yungers and Brad Tullberg, Parks and Facilities Manager gave an overview of the 
different types of budgets and funds as part of the Annual Budget Process, including the CIP 
(Capital Improvement Plan) to help orient the Commissioners on the philosophy for each of the 
funds, including the General Fund, Special Revenue Funds, and Recreation Enterprise Fund. 
Included was a PowerPoint presentation giving a general overview of what will be included within 
the 2020-24 CIP/CEP Projects and the Capital Funding Sources including: Heritage Fund, 
Information and Technology Service Fund, and the Open Space Land Acquisition and 
Development (OSLAD) Fund.  New this year to the Special Revenue Fund is the Park Center 
Dome Fund. The budget for the Dome will include a new Special Revenue Fund.  

 
Director Yungers noted that staff will be presenting the proposed 2020-21 Department Budgets 
and Draft CIP/CEP Project Summary at the September  RPAC meeting.  The budget timeline will 
be as follows: 

• July 12 – Depts submit budget & CIP/CEP requests 

• July 12 - August 16 – Internal Review Dept. Budget  

• August 30 – Preliminary Budget to City Council 

• September 3 – Budget Work Session with City Council 

• September 9 – Council Adopts Preliminary Budget and Tax Levy 

• September 12 – BAC/CLIC Joint Review of CIP/CEP 

• September 18 – Budget presented to RPAC 

• September 30 – November 4 - Dept. Presentations to Council 

• Oct. 28 – Presentation of CIP/CEP & Enterprise Funds to City Council 

• November  25 – City Council Reviews 2019 Amended Budget 

• December 2 – Truth and Taxation Public Hearing  

• December 9 – Adopt final Tax Levy, CIP/CEP and Final Budget 
 

A handout showing the Park Bond time line of projects/costs was prepared for the Board based 
on a request made by Commissioner Erickson at the May 19, 2019 meeting.  There  were no 
questions regarding this handout.  

 
 
 
 
 
Discussion:   



 

 

 

• Commissioner Sandberg asked what was the total cost of the Dome field, turf and lighting?  Brad 
Tullberg gave the response of 3,561,000.  ISD 279 contribution is approximately $4,500,000.  

• Commissioner Sandberg asked who is in control of the schedule?   Director Yungers responded that 
Recreations and Parks would be responsible for the schedule based on what was outlined in the Joint 
Powers Agreement.  

• Commissioner Groebner asked if the hourly rental is different for a resident versus non-resident?  
Brad Tullberg responded that the current planned hourly rentals structure indicates no difference. 
Other cities use formulas for team sports based on the number of residents vs non-residents on the 
teams to determine the rental. This is difficult to manage, and we will not be doing this. However, we 
will have open Dome time when residents will get a break versus the non-residents.  

• Commissioner Erickson asked who will be doing the work of the Park and Building construction?  
How much of it will be done by Recreation and Park employees or will it be farmed out? Brad Tullberg 
responded that everything on the handout will be contracted out.  

 
 
7. OLD BUSINESS 

1. FOLLOW UP ON CITY COUNCIL / COMMISSION ACTION 
A. DOME/LIGHTS/TURF WITH OSSEO SCHOOLD DISTRICT ISD 279 

Director Yungers reported that a request would be made to City Council at the June 24, 2019 
City Council meeting for an addition appropriation of $100,000 due to bids for the dome 
support buildings were not as favorable as estimated.  Staff from the School District and the 
City have met with the low bidder to try to value engineer the building to meet stated budget.  
After reviewing the potential cost reductions and what the City would have to give up in 
valuable lobby space to accommodate transition between user groups, for an estimated 
savings of $59,000, staff believes the negative impact of the reductions on operational needs 
and customer experience are not worth the savings. Other changes include the addition of the 
drinking fountain and fencing requirements of the City. 

 
B. DEER HUNT 

Director Yungers reported the City Council accepted the 2018 Deer Hunt Report and 
approved moving forward with the 2019 Deer Hunt by Consent 7 – 0.  

 
C. WORK SESSION ON OLD HENNEPIN COUNTY LIBRARY ACQUISITION 

Director Yungers reported that on the June 3, 2019 Work Session, the City Council directed 
staff to proceed with negotiations with Hennepin County to acquire the Old Hennepin County 
Library building, grounds and parking lot.   
 
 

 
8. WRITTEN REPORTS 

1. PARKS AND FACILITIES PROJECT UPDATES 

• Chair Dillenburg reported that the company the City has recommended to work with 
residents for treatment of the Emerald Ash Borer did a great job at her house.  

• Greg Hoag, Parks and Buildings Manager reported an update that construction did begin 
this week to the Northern Trail playground.  

2. PROGRAM AND EVENTS UPDATE 
No other Discussion 

3. DIRECTORS REPORT 
Director Yungers reported that we received $250,000 grant from the Minnesota Department of 
Natural Resources Outdoor Recreation Grant Program.  Also, that River Park grant application is 
on the recommended list for receiving a 2019 National Park Service Alternative Transportation 



 

 

Grant for $362,000. We have not received official notification of this grant award. This is a national 
government grant coming out of Washington D.C.  

  
 

9. DISCUSSION ITEMS 
1. ANNUAL PARK TOUR – JULY 17, 2019 

Director Yungers reported the scheduled map of the tour.  We will put together a packet on each 
of the parks that will be touring.  We are visiting parks that are anticipated as part of Phase I of the  
Park Bond Projects.   

 
 
10. VERBAL REPORTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  

1. COMMISSIONER UPDATES 
No Report 

 
2. CITY PLANNING COMMISSION UPDATES 

No Report 
 

3. KEY TOPICS FOR DISCUSSION AT THE NEXT RPAC MEETING 

• JULY -  PARK TOUR 

• SEPTEMBER: 
▪ 2010-21 BUDGET 
▪ 2020-2024 CIP/CEP 

 
4. KEY DATES FOR FUTURE MEETINGS 

 
 

5. JOINT CITY COUNCIL AND COMMISSION MEETING – AUGUEST 5, 2019 
Reminder this is a required meeting. There will be no RPAC meeting the third Wednesday in 
August. 

 
6. CITY HALL ON THE GO – FLYER 

Director Yungers gave an overview of the City Hall community engagement plans for the summer 
with the first stop being Hartkopf Park. 

 
 

11. OTHER ITEMS BY COMMISSION 
 

Commissioner Sandberg asked when the cancelled Tater Daze fireworks were going to be 
rescheduled?  Director Yungers stated that they would be held at Noble on August 6, 2019  – 
National Night Out.  
 
Commissioner Nolen asked how D’Amico and US Edinburgh opens were going? Is the remodel 
done?   Brad Tullberg, Parks and Facilities Manager reported that the remodel is 97% done.  With the 
one-month sales in the books for the restaurant only, it was more monthly revenue than any month in 
the past 3 years with Lancer.  The Grand Opening had over 600 people.  Director Yungers 
recognized the great work that Brad Tullberg as Construction Manager had done to bring about a 
successful project.  

 
12. ADJOURNMENT 

 
Motion was made to adjourn the meeting; Motion, Commissioner Matthew; Second, 
Commissioner Hayat. Motion unanimously approved.   Meeting Adjourned at 8:37 pm 


