
 
HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION MEETING 

APPROVED MINUTES 
Date of Meeting: January 17, 2019 
City Hall Facility: Brooklyn Park City Hall, Brooklyn Township Room 
Time Began: 6:03 p.m. 
Time Adjourned: 8:05 p.m. 
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Meeting called to order by Chair Chris Eriksen and attendance taken by Staff Liaison Wokie Freeman-Gbogba.  
 
Commissioner Hostetler moved to approve the agenda. Motion seconded by Commissioner Volltrauer.  Motion 
approved. 
 
Introduce New Members and Council Liaison and recognize outgoing member – Chair Chris Eriksen 
Deborah Lewis and Aja King introduced themselves, as well as Council Member Mark Mata, and everyone 
else introduced themselves.  Outgoing Commissioner Linda Freemon was recognized for her service to the 
Human Rights Commission.  Her term ended several months early because she is no longer a Brooklyn Park 
resident. 
 
Commissioner Volltrauer moved to approve the November 15, 2018 Meeting minutes with the correction of 
Commissioner Hussain’s name throughout the document. Motion seconded by Commissioner Hostetler.  
Motion approved. 
 
Dr. Cindy Shevlin came to observe the Human Rights Commission meeting.  She has applied to be on the 
commission. 
 
Presentation from Community Development – Erika Byrd – 6:10 p.m. 
Erika Byrd gave a presentation, starting with an update about the LRT project and planned activities for 2019.  
She spoke about the CITA (Center for Innovation & Arts) project and the partnership between North Hennepin 
Community College, City of Brooklyn Park, Osseo Area Schools, Hennepin County, and Metro State 
University. There will be a $7 M bonding request and $42 M. 
 
Erika plans to send out a survey.  Has there been a feasibility study about career pathways for artists?  No, but 
the thinking is a broad perspective of the arts, to include digital arts, 3-D molding, etc… 
 
She also gave an update on Housing. On Tuesday night, HOME Line will be presenting at the Economic 
Development Authority (EDA) about the Evictions Report that was commissioned by Brooklyn Park staff. Next 



steps are being developed, with engagement of several groups and constituents. There is interest to establish 
a Tenant Protection policy with the EDA. 
 
Fair Housing Policy – Met Council is saying that If cities are taking grant dollars from Met Council, they have to 
now have a Fair Housing Policy. She re-introduced the idea to the HRC and will give time to think about it, and 
plans to bring a draft policy to the HRC, next month.  Will universal design be incorporated in the project?  The 
project is located at Welcome and Brooklyn Blvd. Three stories of residential with community kitchen and 
programming. 

 
Approve Revised Bylaws - Staff Liaison Wokie Freeman-Gbogba 
Commissioner Hostetler moved to approve the revised bylaws.  Commissioner Hussain seconded.  Motion 
passed. 
 
Develop 2019 Workplan  
Issues that rose to the top, late last year, as focus for the upcoming year were Housing and Public 
Accommodation.  The workplan will be presented at the March 11th Council Meeting. 
 
Commissioner Hussain shared some ideas from the MN Department of Human Rights Conference as possible 
topics. Other commissioners introduced other ideas. 

• School discipline practices – racial disparities 
• Language as a human rights issue for blind and deaf people, are ASL interpreters – all people with 

disabilities (Access to services) 
• Census 2020 – very important that everyone gets to be counted. Increase awareness and work with 

various organizations. The Census impacts human rights because funding is based on that.  
• Importance of digital accessibility – Access to high speed internet (having access to computers) 
• Safe and clear icy walkways – private sidewalks – Should the City take over private sidewalks (put in by 

developers) and require new developers to have City sidewalks? Affects people with disabilities, etc. 
• Criminalization of poverty – at the local level, potentially look at city ordinances 
• Ordinance reviews through the lens of the common good 
• Discussion of raising the minimum wage (poverty is an issue) – Minneapolis has, Target has pledged to 

increase it in 2020 – it’s tied to affordable housing 
o What happens at the state level and reimbursements to certain businesses? 

• Advocates for Human Rights training – Discover Human Rights as a Social Justice Issue or MN Dept of 
Human Rights training.  Get some more training and knowledge as a commission 

• City staff – hiring practices, eliminate barriers 
 
Invite Community Engagement staff to come back to present to the HRC. 
 
The Chair asked the staff liaison to send out the workplan template to commissioners, as well as the 
brainstorm list. Think about how much work do commissioners plan to do outside of these meetings.  Should 
the HRC try to dedicate one meeting, this year, to invite the new commissioner of MN Department of Human 
Rights? 
 
Council Member Mata talked about what previous Chair Fowler had raised regarding diversity of City staff and 
what barriers there are to recruit and employ diverse candidates.  He spoke about a situation at the Fire 
Department with hiring of paid on-call firefighters as full-time firefighters. 
 
City Council Liaison Report – 7:35 pm Council Member Mark Mata – no update 
 

 
City Staff Report  
Staff Liaison Wokie Freeman-Gbogba thanked Commissioner Dawano for attending the Census 2020 
Community Meeting to represent the HRC.  She also thanked Chair Eriksen for signing up for the Community 
Fire Service Task Force.   
 



She also shared that the Economic Development Authority would have a presentation from Home Line on the 
Eviction Study that was conducted at the next meeting (January 22nd) at 7 pm. 
 
The HRC is scheduled to make its workplan presentation to the City Council on March 11th at 7 pm. 
 
As part of the Council Onboarding, everyone is being invited to the January 24th Brooklyn Park Community 
Assembly for a meet-and-greet with Council Members. 
 
Please mark your calendars for the Commissioner Orientation on April 3rd, starting at 5:45 pm. 
 
Update on the work of the Community Engagement team.  They’ll be working with all departments to take the 
Community Assemblies out to groups of neighborhoods this summer. 
 
What: Bring Community Assembly events to groups of neighborhoods this summer.   
                Fun, outdoor (with rain location options), food, children’s activities, giveaways, interactive elements 

3-4 events, one per month, potentially to start in June 
Where:  Determine locations based on criteria such as: 1) key upcoming city projects 2) areas we haven’t 
been out to recently 3) areas with engaged residents who can help us plan/promote 4) pavilions/buildings and 
availability 
 
Purpose:  

1) Listen to residents – take the pulse ahead of the resident survey next fall 
2) Identify neighborhood residents who are assets (similar to Blue Blocks) 
3) Inform residents on city projects/initiatives affecting them 
4) Get feedback on projects/initiatives when it makes sense 
5) Residents meet and connect with each other 
6) Residents meet their Council Members and city staff, especially those focused on their 

neighborhoods – build trust, increase transparency 
7) Collect neighborhood stories? 

BP2025 Goals: 1. United Community       6. Effective, engagement government 
 
Origin of the idea: The City has done this in the past with the NAP (Neighborhood Action Program) initiative 
(and its predecessor?). More recently the MN Community Assembly Project participants came up with an idea 
for Neighborhoods Speak Up that was somewhat similar. Also, the Human Rights Commission has an idea for 
a Front Porch initiative with similar goals. Brooklyn Center does something like this each summer. Staff has 
been interested in finding a tangible next step for the neighborhoods initiative. It’s a best practice in community 
engagement to go out to people.  
 
Possible city info to share: 

• Code enforcement sweep areas 
• Police – crime trends for the area, crime prevention info 
• Rec and Parks – park reinvestment plans, promote programs 
• Assessing areas for 2019 
• Fire – promote heart safe community, share strategic plan info 
• O&M – street recon areas, other projects – 252, 169 interchange, sewer relining, etc. 
• BP2025 update info/community indicators 
• Community development – new and proposed developments, promote programs 
• Census 2020 

 
Chair Report – Chris Eriksen 
The Commission had talked over the last couple of months about traffic stop data. Chief Enevoldsen met with 
the Chair to talk about preliminary data and will be ready to share it in several months. 
 



There is a question about citation data, based on race. 
 
Old Business – none  

 
New Business – Dedicate a large portion of next meeting to work plan.  Chair Eriksen asked each 
commissioner to identify two to three potential projects or tasks to be included in the work plan, fill it into the 
template and send a copy to the Staff Liaison to compile before the next meeting.  
 
 
Adjournment 
Commissioner Hussain moved to adjourn the meeting. Motion seconded by Commissioner Volltrauer.  Motion 
approved. 
 
 
Minutes respectfully submitted by City Staff Liaison Wokie Freeman-Gbogba 
  
 
 
 


