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What’s all the buzz about?

Since 2015, properties in Brooklyn Park can keep honeybees with an

Requirements

| ¢ The number of hives allowed is based on the size of the property;

a typical residential lot is allowed 2 hives.

« Any hive on the property must be setback at least 10 feet from the
property line.

« Ifa hive is located closer than 25 feet to the property line, a flyway
barrier is required.

« The beekeeper applying for the registration must have attended a
beekeeping class from an accredited Minnesota institution.

Public notification

The City will notify all residents living within 200 feet of the property
line of a proposed apiary (beekeeping) site when an application is
received.

All apiary locations will be shown on a public information map.

Registration period

Registrations are valid from April 1 through the following March 31
and must be renewed each year.

Apply for an apiary registration

Submit a completed registration form with the following:

« The owner and beekeepers information

A sketch of the property showing the location of the hives, water
source, setbacks and flyway barrier (if required)

« A copy of the certificate of completion of a beekeeping course

+ A one-time registration fee of $75.00
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Date Application Received at City:

City of Brooklyn Park

Community Development Department / Code Enforcement & Public Health Division
5200 85" Avenue North / Brooklyn Park, MN 55443 / Phone: 763 493 8070 / Fax 763 493 8391

Application for Apiary Registration

www.brooklynpark.org

GOVERNMENT DATA PRACTICES ACT - TENNESSON WARNING:
The data you supply on this form will be used to process the registration you are applying for. You are not legally required to provide this data, but we
will not be able to process the registration without it. The data will constitute a public record if and when the registration is granted.

The following information is required. All applications are subject to a 21-day approval period.
e Registration Period: April 1* -March 31°
e Completed Application / Beekeeping Course Certificate
e Registration Fee: $75 (Initial Registration Only)

The undersigned hereby makes application to the City of Brooklyn Park, Hennepin County, Minnesota, for registration
subject to the laws of the State of Minnesota and of the City of Brooklyn Park.

Apiary Address:
Property Owner:
Owner Mailing Address:
Owner Email Address: Owner Phone Number

Is the apiary address located within the boundaries of a Homeowner’s Association? : [1 Yes [1 No

If yes, is beekeeping allowed by the Homeowner’s Association? : [1 Yes [1 No

Are there any bylaws, covenants, conditions or restrictions attached to your property which do not allow
beekeeping to occur on the property? : 1 Yes [ No

Beekeeper’s Information

Beekeeper's Name (If different from above):
Contact Phone #:

Emergency Contact: Emergency Phone #:

I have completed a beekeeping course from an accredited MN Institution: [1 Yes [1 No
Name of Minnesota Accredited Institution that provided certificate:
Please attach copy of certificate to registration form.

Please check each box and then sign and date indicating that you have read and agree with the
following:

] I have received, read and understand city code Chapter 92 (the Beekeeping ordinance) and will comply with all requirements of this
ordinance.

[J I understand the City of Brooklyn Park will notify all residents within 200 feet of the property line of my apiary site and if a written
objection is received within fourteen days of notification my application may be denied. (Chapter 92.56)

[J I understand my apiary will be subject to an inspection upon initial registration, annually for renewal, with any update to my
registration and if a complaint is received. (Chapter 92.57)

[J I understand and agree that | may not engage in the practice of beekeeping within the City of Brooklyn Park until | have received
notification that my apiary registration has been approved.

[J I understand that my apiary location is public-information and that a map showing all apiary locations is available to the public.

Applicant’s Signature: Date:

CITY USE ONLY - Approvals:

Date Neighbor Notification Sent: Objections Received: [ Yes [1 No
Site Inspection Date: [] Passed [ Failed

APPROVED: O YES [ NO
Approved by: Date Approved
Maximum Number of Colonies/Hives Allowed:
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Brooklyn Park Application for Apiary Registration
m Property & Apiary Diagram

Please supply a scaled sketch of your property and apiary. The sketch must include the location of your house,
accessory structures, your lot lines, all honeybee colonies, the required water source and the location of any
required flyway barriers along. Please state how many feet each item is setback from the property’s lot lines.

Examples
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For Office Use Only

Zoning District: Hives permitted:

Lot Size: Acreage:

Flyway Required O Yes O No

Inspector Assigned:
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BEEKEEPING

§92.50 DEFINITIONS

ACCREDITED INSTITUTION. An educational institution holding accredited status which has been
licensed or registered by the Minnesota Office of Higher Education at the time the registrant obtained
their certificate.

APIARY. The assembly of one or more colonies of bees on a single lot.
APIARY SITE. The lot upon which an apiary is located.

BEEKEEPER. A person who owns or has charge of one or more colonies of honeybees or a person who
owns or controls a lot on which a colony is located whether or not the person is intentionally keeping
honeybees.

BEEKEEPING EQUIPMENT. Anything used in the operation of an apiary, such as hive bodies, supers,
frames, top and bottom boards and extractors.

COLONY. An aggregate of honey bees consisting principally of workers, but having, when perfect, one
gueen and at times drones, brood, combs and honey.

FLYWAY BARRIER. A barrier that raises the flight path of bees as they come and go from a hive.
HIVE. The receptacle inhabited by a colony.

HONEY BEE. All life stages of the common domestic honey bee, apis mellifera. This definition does not
include wasps, hornets, African subspecies or Africanized hybrids.

NUCLEUS COLONY. A small quantity of honey bees with a queen housed in a smaller than usual hive
box designed for a particular purpose, and containing no supers.

REGISTRANT. Any registered beekeeper and any person who has applied for approval of a beekeeping
registration.

ROOFTOP. The uppermost section of a primary or accessory structure of at least one full story and at
least twelve feet in height. Areas including but not limited to decks, patios and balconies shall not be
considered a rooftop.

SUPER. A box that holds the frames where bees will store the honey.

SWARMING. The process where a queen bee leaves a colony with a large group of worker bees in order
to form a new honey bee colony.

UNUSUAL AGGRESSIVE BEHAVIOR. Any instance in which unusual aggressive characteristics such as
stinging or attacking without provocation occurs. Provocation is an act that an adult could reasonably
expect may cause a bee to sting or attack.



§92.51 PURPOSE

Honey bees are an asset to the community and important in the pollination of plants and in the
production of honey and other products. The purpose and intent of this portion of Chapter 92 is to
permit and establish requirements for the keeping of honey bee colonies, hives, and equipment within
the City.

§ 92.52 BEEKEEPING LIMITED

No person shall keep, harbor, maintain or allow to be kept any hive or other facility for the housing of
honeybees on or in any property in the City without an approved registration unless otherwise
exempted by Sections 92.54 A(5) and 92.56 (B).

§92.53 COLONY LOCATION

(A) Hives cannot be located in the front yard and must be located a minimum of ten (10) feet
from the rear or side property lines and 20 feet from public rights-of way unless further
restricted elsewhere in this Code. A corner lot shall be considered to have two front yards.

(B) Hives must be located a minimum of ten feet from any adjacent dwelling unit.

(C) Except as otherwise provided in this Section, in each instance where any part of a hive is kept
within twenty-five feet of a lot line of the apiary site, a flyway barrier of at least six feet in height
must be constructed.

(1) The flyway barrier must consist of a wall, fence, or dense vegetation that requires
honey bees to fly over, rather than through, the barrier.

(2) If a dense vegetation flyway barrier is used, the initial planting may be a minimum of
four feet in height, but the vegetation must reach a height of at least six feet within two
years after installation.

(3) If awall or fence flyway barrier is used, the materials must be decay resistant,
maintained in good condition and constructed in accordance with Sections 152.291-
152.293 of this code.

(4) The flyway barrier must continue parallel to the lot line of the apiary site for at least
ten feet in both directions from the hive or must contain the hive or hives in an
enclosure at least six feet in height.

(5) A flyway barrier is not required if the hive is located on a rooftop.
92.54 COLONY DENSITY

(A) Every lot or parcel of land in the City shall be limited to the following number of colonies
based on the size of the apiary lot:

(1) One half acre or smaller is allowed two colonies

(2) More than one half acre to three quarters of an acre is allowed four colonies



(3) More than three quarter of an acre to one acre is allowed six colonies
(4) More than one acre to five acres is allowed eight colonies

(5) More than five acres, there is no restriction on the number of colonies and no
registration is required.

(B) If any beekeeper serves the community by removing a swarm or swarms of honeybees from
locations where they are not desired, that person shall not be considered in violation of the
colony density restrictions in this section if the following conditions are met:

(1) The person temporarily houses the honeybees at an apiary site of a beekeeper
registered with the City,

(2) The bees are not kept for more than thirty days, and
(3) The site remains in compliance with the other provisions of this section.
§ 92.55 REQUIRED CONDITIONS

(A) Honey bee colonies shall be kept in hives with removable frames, which shall be kept in
sound and useable condition.

(B) Each colony on the apiary site shall be provided with a convenient source of water which
must be located within ten feet of each active colony.

(C) Materials from a hive such as wax combs or other materials that might encourage robbing
by other bees shall be promptly disposed of in a sealed container or placed within a building or
other bee and vermin proof enclosure.

(D) For each colony permitted to be maintained, there may also be maintained upon the same
apiary lot, one nucleus colony in a hive structure not to exceed one standard nine and five-
eights (9-5/8) inch depth box, ten frame hive body with no supers.

(E) Beekeeping equipment must be maintained in good condition, including keeping the hives
free of chipped and peeling paint if painted, and any unused equipment must be stored in an
enclosed structure.

(F) Hives shall be continuously managed to provide adequate living space for theirre -
honeybees in order to prevent swarming.

(G) In any instance in which a colony exhibits unusual aggressive behavior, it shall be the duty of
the beekeeper to promptly re-queen the colony.

(H) Honey may not be sold from any residential property unless a home occupation permit has
been obtained and required conditions met in accordance with City Code 152.262(B).



§ 92.56 REGISTRATION REQUIRED

(A) The application for registration must be upon a form provided by the City. All required
information must be complete.

(B) Each apiary site must apply for registration and receive approval prior to bringing any
honeybees into the City. Registration is not required for sites over 5 acres in size.

(C) If the beekeeper relocates a hive or colony to a new apiary site, the beekeeper shall apply for
an updated registration, prior to the relocation, on the form provided by the City.

(D) The beekeeping registration shall be valid until March 31 of each calendar year following
initial issuance and must be renewed by the registrant prior to expiration each year by
submitting a renewal form to the Community Development Department on the form provided
by the City.

(E) Upon receipt of an application for initial registration, the City will send written notice to all
owners of properties located within 200 feet of the property line of the apiary site(s) identified
on the application. Any objections to the registration must be made in writing and received
within fourteen (14) days of mailing the notice. If any written objection is received, the
registration application must be referred to the City Manager.

(1) The registration application must be denied if the City receives a written objection
from a resident living within the designated notification area that includes medical
documentation by a licensed physician of an allergy to honeybee venom.

(F) Beekeeping training and education is required for the beekeeper prior to the issuance of the
initial beekeeping permit by the City. At the time of application for registration, the beekeeper
must submit a certificate of completion of a honeybee keeping course from an accredited
Minnesota institution.

(G) The fees for the registration will be determined by the City Council in the City’s fee
schedule.

(H) The property must be in compliance with all other applicable City regulations in order to
receive approval and renewal.

() If the standards of practice are not maintained subsequent to issuance of a beekeeping
permit, the permit may be revoked by the City Manager.

(J) Beekeepers operating in the City prior to the effective date of the Section will have until July
1, 2015 to apply for registration.

§ 92.57 INSPECTION

(A) Upon initial registration, annual renewal or any updated registration, each beekeeper must
allow for an inspection of the site.



(B) Upon prior notice to the owner of the apiary site, City staff shall have the right to inspect
any apiary.

(C) In the case of a complaint regarding the apiary, the apiary site may be inspected without
prior notice.

§ 92.58 APPEAL AND HEARING PROCEDURE

(A) Registrations issued under this Section may be denied, revoked or non-renewed due to any
of the following:

(1) The keeping of honeybees in a manner which constitutes a nuisance to the health,
safety or general welfare of the public;

(2) Fraud, misrepresentation, or a false statement contained in the registration
application or during the course of the registered activity;

(3) Any violation of the applicable provisions in this Chapter.

(B) Notice of approval, denial, revocation or non-renewal must be made in writing to the
registrant and to any person opposing the application for initial registration specifying the
reason(s) for the action. The registrant or any person opposing the application may request a
hearing within fourteen (14) days of the date of the notification letter.

(C) A hearing officer shall hold a hearing on a contested approval, denial, revocation, or non-
renewal. The hearing officer shall be a person appointed by the City. At the hearing, the
applicant and any person objecting to the application for initial registration may speak and may
present witnesses and other evidence. Upon the conclusion of the hearing, the hearing officer
shall issue a written decision that includes findings of fact. The city shall provide the registrant
and any objecting party with a copy of the hearing officer's decision. The registrant may appeal
the hearing officer's decision in accordance with state law.



