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Affirmative Action Statement

The City of Brooklyn Park, Recreation and Parks Department, ABC
Preschool Program is open to residents in all communities regardless
of race, color, national origin, sex, or physical disability.

Philosophy

Our philosophy is based on providing a safe, nurturing, quality environment
in which we can foster the social, emotional, physical, cognitive, artistic,
literary and musical development of each child in our preschool program.
Every child entrusted into our care is encouraged to explore, investigate,
and learn about their own individuality. Emphasis is put on every child’s
self-worth, and we encourage self-discipline and self-motivation. If a child is
stimulated and enthusiastic about a new learning experience, that child will
gain much knowledge and maturity and enjoy the learning experience.

Goals

The goals of our program are to increase self-esteem, independence and
socialization, and to develop motor skills, promote imaginative and creative
play, and to provide for each child with the experiences that will prepare
him/her for an easy transition into the elementary school system.

Violence Statement

The preschool program is committed to providing a safe, non-violent
atmosphere for each child entrusted in our care. We can accomplish this
goal by discouraging any language in the classroom that promotes or
encourages aggressive behavior and by forbidding any negative super hero
play. We will not permit any toy guns or weapons brought to school. We
strongly recommend that parents use discretion in selecting appropriate
Halloween costumes. Our philosophy is built on respect for all individuals
and we will continue to strive to promote the self-worth of all persons.

Dress Code/Personal Belongings

Many of the activities we do at preschool are “messy”. Please encourage
your child to wear clothes that are OK to get paint, glue, dirt or other mate-
rials on. While we have smocks for the children to wear over their clothes,
and extra clothing, accidents happen. For safety, we also highly encourage
children to wear rubber soled shoes to preschool.

Because many coats, boots, mittens, and hats look alike, please label your
child’s belongings.
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Behavior Guidance

Preschool is a time to explore and learn how to interact in a group. Part

of this learning involves practicing appropriate behaviors. Limits are set to
ensure safety for both the children and staff. The teachers work with chil-
dren by modeling and recognizing appropriate behaviors, offering choices,
redirecting potentially harmful behavior, and using logical or natural conse-
quences. We encourage children to use words (such as “STOP” or “l don’t
like that”) to resolve conflicts with other children. We also work to teach
acceptable alternatives to problem behaviors. These discipline techniques
have been found to help children shape behavior while protecting their
self-esteem. At no time will children be subject to physical punishment or
emotional abuse. Our focus is on helping children learn positive behavior
through our guidance. If there is a concern about your child’s behavior, we
will talk with you about it and together we can work out a plan.

Code of Conduct

All ABC Preschool participants will be asked to follow our code of con-
duct. Parents or guardians will be asked to review it and then sign a
statement agreeing to abide by it. Our code of conduct states:

All participants in our program will display (or be making reasonable progress
toward displaying) positive behaviors in being nice to our: classmates, toys and
equipment, and our teachers. Unacceptable behaviors include, but are not limited
to: violent actions, violent gestures, violent or threatening words, running away,
spitting on others, consistent lack of trying to improve said behaviors, not being
toilet trained, etc. If such behaviors occur, the staff will record the incidences in a
‘Behavior Action Plan,’ list accommodations they will implement to improve behav-
ior, and meet with families involved. A target date will be set to assess whether or
not the goals are being met. If, upon reviewing the Behavior Action Plan, progress
toward the goals is not being made, a student may be asked to return to a future
session of preschool after a period of student growth has occurred. A copy of this
with a place for a signature will be included with your paperwork.

Celebrations

For your child’s birthday we will sing “Happy Birthday” to them and they will
receive a small gift from their teachers. Some parents choose to sign-up to
bring snacks on or near the day of their child’s birthday.

Birthday parties are truly special at this age! We ask that invitations to
classmates be mailed or arranged over the phone so that children not
invited won’t feel left out.

Weather

In the event of bad weather, listen for school closings on WCCO radio. If
Osseo District #279 is closed, there will be no school. You may also refer to
the Park and Recreation recorded number, 763-493-8181. Due to scheduling
conflicts, these cancelled classes cannot be rescheduled.
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Health and Safety

lliness
If your child is not feeling well or has any of the following symptoms of ill-
ness, please do not bring them to school:
Fever —99° or higher temperature before fever-reducing medicine is given
Diarrhea — 2 or more cases in a 1-day period
Vomiting— 1 or more cases in a 1-day period
Rash —unexplained rash including possible chicken pox, scabies, lice...
Conjunctivitis — eye is red or mater forming in the eye
Contagious illnesses — strep throat, impetigo...
If your child is diagnosed with any contagious illness (such as strep throat,
chicken pox, pink eye, impetigo, head lice...) please inform us so that we can
inform other parents to watch for signs and symptoms by sending home a
notice and/or posting the information on the Parent News Bulletin Board.

If you child becomes ill while at preschool, we will separate him/her from
the other children and contact you or your emergency contact to come and
get your child. A teacher will stay with your child and make him/her com-
fortable until you arrive. A sick child may return twenty-four hours after
symptoms are no longer present and/or a physician indicates, in writing, a
child is not contagious.

Medication

In order for our staff to administer any medication, you must give written
permission. Prescription medications require both written parental permis-
sion and instructions from your physician or dentist, and needs to be in the
original pharmacy container.

Screening

It is recommended that children be screened for kindergarten at the age
of three. If you child has not had Early Childhood Screening, contact your
school district screening office: Anoka-Hennepin ISD #11 — 763-433-4602;
Osseo ISD #279 — 763-391-8776; Robbinsdale ISD #281 — 763-504-4180.

Injury

In the event that an injury should occur while your child is in our care, first
aid will be given by a trained staff person. If necessary we will contact you
right away or if it is a minor injury (bump, scrape...) we will inform you of
the incident when you pick up your child.

If there is a major accident, 9-1-1 will be contacted and your child will be
transported to North Memorial Medical Center (unless you have indicated
differently on your child’s yellow emergency card). Cost of transportation
and medical care is incurred by parents.
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Transportation
Transportation arrangements to and from school are the responsibility
of the parent.

Class Pictures
Class and individual pictures are taken during the school year, typically
during spring session.

Insurance

Recreation and Parks, as a municipal department of the City of Brooklyn
Park, is included within the City’s self-insurance program under the
League of Minnesota Cities Insurance Trust. Our liability insurance exceeds
$100,000.

Grievance Procedure
All grievances must be filed in writing within 7 days after the occurrence of
the event giving rise to the grievance. Grievances should be submitted in
the following sequence:

— to your child’s teacher

— to the coordinator: Abbey Davison 763-493-8167

— to Jan Ficken, Assistant Director of Recreation & Parks

— to Jon Oyanagi, Director of Recreation & Parks
Any grievance filed will be responded to within 48 hours at each level.

Program Description

Each week activities are planned around a central theme. The daily sched-
ule is organized to allow for exploration into small muscle movement and
skills in cognition, social, language, math, science, and art. These activities
provide experiences that develop self-esteem and imaginative/creative play.
Each child develops at their own rate and ability. The many experiences we
provide will enhance your child’s development in all areas.

The daily schedule is as follows:

Large Group Free Choice/Art

— attendance Clean up

— calendar/pledge Group Activity

— unit discussion Story and Good-bye song

— records, songs, finger plays
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2013-2014 Session Dates and Registration Policies

Fee Schedule for each 10-week session

2 classes per week / 10 WEEKS .......ccvvecuveeeiieeiieeciee ettt $225%
*Non-residents add $20

Registration Fee

A one-time per school year, per family registration non-refundable fee of

$35 will be charged.

Winter Session
Payment for the winter session is due no later than November 15, 2013

Spring Session
Payment for the spring session is due no later than February 14, 2014

We accept MasterCard, Visa, or Discover cards.
Personal checks should be made out to: City of Brooklyn Park.

This is an on-going yearly program of three 10-week sessions.
The schedule for the 2013-2014 school year will be as follows:

Fall Session: September 16 — November 22, 2013

(No class November 25 - 29)
Winter Session: December 2, 2013 — February 21, 2014

(No class December 23, January 3 and February 24-28)
Spring Session: March 3 — May 16, 2014

(No class March 31 — April 4)

First Day of School
The following forms are required the first day of school:
e Registration Form
e Immunization Record (According to Minnesota State law this form(s) must
accompany child the 1% day of class and are mandatory for attendance.)

Orientation

A one hour orientation will be held the week prior to the start of the pro-
gram. We invite you to attend with your child. During this time you and your
child can explore the classroom and visit with your teachers. Classroom
teachers will present important information regarding your child’s preschool
experience. During this hour the child will begin to explore on their own,
and meet some of their classmates. A letter will be sent with dates and
times of orientation.

Locations / Classes

Brooklyn Park Community Activity Center

5600 85th Avenue N, Brooklyn Park, MN 55443 (763) 493-8333
M/W Evening  6:15—7:45 PMm
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Staff
Any questions about Preschool during the school year should be directed to
a member of the teaching staff

Abbey Davison 763-493-8167

CAC Classroom 763-488-6345

Dropping Off / Picking Up

When dropping off your child at preschool, please bring him/her all the
way into the classroom, making sure that one of your child’s teachers
has seen you arrive. It is important that, if someone other than yourself
or another authorized individual is dropping off or picking up your child,
that your child’s teachers be informed by a phone call or note. This is very
important for the safety of all children!

Parent / Teacher Communication
Communication between parents and teachers is very important. We will
try to inform you of the new and exciting discoveries your child has made,
as well as any injuries or behavior changes that may occur. If at any time
you have a question or concern, please feel free to call one of your child’s
teachers, or you may contact:

Abbey Davison, Coordinator 763-493-8167 (office)

763-488-6345 (classroom)

Monthly newsletters, along with a monthly calendar, are sent home with
the children informing you of current activities, news or events. Please read
these carefully!

At the end of Fall, Winter and Spring sessions, you will be informed of your
child’s progress in the form of a written evaluation. We ask that any
guestions or comments be made to a preschool staff member. To prevent
miscommunication, we prefer that the staff at the Parks & Recreation
Department not address questions.

Program Evaluation

At the end of the school year, we ask parents to complete a parent
guestionnaire that evaluates our program and staff. The information gained
allows us to better meet the needs of families. Please feel free to share your
comments regarding our program throughout the year as well.

Visiting the Classroom

We invite and encourage you to visit your child’s classroom whenever you
wish. We want you to be comfortable leaving your child with us and be
familiar with what your child is experiencing when at the program.
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